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Fcc NEWS 


FCC CHANGES 

At the end of October, the FCC released a 7 page Order amending it's 
amateur rules, effective December 20, 1994, to reflect what the 
Commission calls non-substantive procedural changes” 

1 To permit electronically filed data from VECs 

(paper will still be accepted) 


2 To authorize operation as soon as the new license data appears int the 
amateur service licensee database (the FCC's), rather than when the 
license document has been delivered 


3 To add a newrules section, "Examinee Conduct’, to emphasize that an 
examinee must comply with the instructions given by the administering VEs 


4 To treat "TECHNICIAN PLUS" as a Separate license class 
5 And to provide for a "renewal short form which the FCC says will be 
mailed to licensees in advance of their expiration date beginning sometime 


in 1995 


The FCC added that renewal applications would be accepted no more than 
90 days before the expiration date 


Due to the nature of these rule amendments, there is no notice or 
comment period required by federal law. 


AGAIN THESE CHANGES TOOK EFFECT DEC 20TH 1994 


MORE FCC REORGANIZATION 

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION ON DECEMBER 1 
ESTABLISHED A NEW WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU, 
AS PART OF ITS CONTINUING REORGANIZATION BEGUN LAST 
SUMMER 


THE NEW BUREAU WILL HAVE SEVEN DIVISIONS AND WILL “HANDLE 
ALL FCC DOMESTIC WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROGRAMS: 
AND POLICIES, EXCEPT SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS," THE FCC 
SAID. THE NEV BUREAU ALSO WILL "SERVE AS THE COMMISSION'S. 
PRINCIPAL POLICY AND ADMINISTRATIVE RESOURCE (REGARDING) 
SPECTRUM AUCTIONS." 


RALPH HALLER, FORMERLY CHIEF OF THE PRIVATE RADIO BUREAU, 
WAS NAMED ONE OF TWO DEPUTY BUREAU CHIEFS, REPORTING 
DIRECTLY TO THE CHIEF OF THE WRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
BUREAU, REGINA M. KEENEY. BOTH OF KEENEY’S PARENTS ARE 
LICENSED AMATEURS. THE NEW PRIVATE RADIO DIVISION, ALONG 
WITH THE LICENSING DIVISION, WiLL HANDLE AMATEUR RADIO 
MATTERS AT THE FCC, 


THE FCC SAID THAT THE PRIVATE RADIO DIVISION WOULD 
‘PROJECT DEMAND FOR EXISTING AND POSSIBLE NEW 
COMMUNICATIONS REQUIREMENTS AND SERVICES." 


NNNN 


"Club Notes" 


—_——————-——— 


DE KSLPS 


December Meeting: 

Well, what a great Christmas Meeting, 

As many of you know, the room at Lacy’s was 
completely full and we all had a great time. 
Charlie said there were 75 adults and 3 
children in attendance. 


Deplores Shoptaugh KAQ9KRD continues to 
out do her self with the table prizes. Thanks 
Deplores for all the effort you put in. 


| must confess that | felt a bit sheepish about 
winning the main prize, but not bad enough to 
decline it, Besides | was trying out the Jim 
Moore WDSEDH "system". | sat next to Jim 
last year and he won on the first ticket handed 
out | think | got the first ticket this year! It 
works! 


The New Year: 


Maybe it is new year optimism, but I'm looking 
forward to a very good year for TARS in 95. 
We have a lot of ideas for activities and 
programs, and we need your input and 
participation. 


Please fill in the line on your TARS 
application that asks for program ideas or 
pass along your thoughts to any officer or 
board member. 


If | have any theme for ‘95 it is broader 
participation. After being active in the club 
leadership for a few years, | have seen too 
many of the activities carried through by too 
few of the members. We have a lot of newer 
members and it would be great to see them 
step into active roles. 


We will be asking for your help, | think you will 
find participation fun and rewarding. In order to 
keep the leadership workload spread, we will 
be trying to recruit more than one person to 
lead major activities. 


147.150 Upgrade; 


One of the first items will be the restoration of 
the 147.15 repeater to first class condition. 
Funding was authorized for this and there is a 
promising opportunity to further upgrade the 
installation at no cost to the club. More on the 
status of this next month 


lf you see Terry AASMM, say thanks for the 
work he is doing to support the repeaters 


Sparks; 

| also encourage you to submit items for 
publication in SPARKS. Keith AA9KQ is the 
editor and we all need to help fill it up. He is 
working toward broadening the areas covered 
by asking members with special interests to 
report on those areas each month 


Incidentally, Bill Hilyerd K4LRX has agreed ta 
share some of the equipment reviews and 


other articles he has written. Thanks Bill 


| can not mention SPARKS without saying a 
heart felt thanks on behalf of TARS to Blanch 
Elpers KASEIV for her long service in editing 
and publishing SPARKS. It is a job that takes 
a lot of effort and Blanch produced an 
interesting newsletter month in and month out 
for years! | hope she will continue to 
contribute, especially helping us remember aur 
club's history and past accomplishments 


Thanks: 


| can not embark on this job without expressing 
thanks to Charlie Apfelstadt NSGWS. 
Charlie's leadership has TARS growing in 
membership and expanding activities. 


For 1995 | have asked Charlie to filla 
special role of liaison between the community 
and members. That is just a way of asking 
Charlie to continue doing what he does sc well 
Coordinating community support and pulling 
together TARS members to fill those needis 
So expect to hear from Charlie when there Is 
an event coming up 


We also need to thank Hal Wilson WBSF NN 
for his work this last year as Secretary, 
repeater trustee, and keeping us connected lo 
emergency and freedom festival activities 


Congratulations to the McCutchan Award 
recipients Keith Phillips AASKQ and Terry 
Brooks AASMM for their work in leading thie 
license classes. The classes, and the ne\wv 
hams who are brought into amateur raclio by 


ihe classes, are doing much to keep TARS 
growing. Two outstanding choices by the 
selection committee! 


|'m looking forward to the January meeting 
which will be the auction. Bring your junk and 
take home radio bargains! In between the club 
makes a little on the transaction. It is fun night 
with Ed Foltz as auctioneer. 

See you there. 


Sill” 


KSLPS 


TNX !ttl! DE NOGWS 
NSQVR Brian,NSNPN Marc, 
NSYAH Ken, and KBSGNI Dan, 


far their help at the 

Henderson Christmas parade 

The parade is always held on the 1st Sat in 
Decernber. It is Sponsored by the Henderson 
County Shrine club, 

and is followed by a party for all paraders and 


workers 


111A 


Charlie 


NSGWS 


DE AASMM 


ST hope each of you had a very Merry 


Christmas and | wish you and yours all the best 
in 1995. 


It looks like we are going to get some new 
projects going this year. At the last board 
meeting we discussed several new projects for 
this year 


| feel one of the more pressing Is the repair 
of the 147.15 repeater. | have been talking 
with Sherman Greer of the Emergency 
Management Agency in hopes his office can 
help with federal funds. 


If you remember from one of the last meetings 
the board recommended and the membership 
approved $2000 for repair of the repeater 


This didn't cover the cost of the feed line, 
which was going to be donated by Electronics 
Research Company. 


Since then, they have found that the feed line 
was defective. 


Checking into good feed line, and remembering 
we needed 600 feet of it blew our 2,000 budget 
out the door. New 7/8 inch hardline with 
connectors was going to cost another $1800 - 
$2000, bringing the total to $4000. 


Sherman and the EMA is going to furnish us 
with the new feed line from his budget. This 
should allow us to repair the 147.15 
repeater soon. 


Remember, 
We are going to have the annual 


AUCTION 


at the January meeting 


I'm looking forward to Ed Folz, K9HVI, leading 
us in the auction. 


| would like to thank the membership for the 
privilege of being Vice President this year 


lt is indeed an honor for me to hold 
this position. 


Cerry 


AASMM 


Minutes 


Tars Board Meeting 
11/394 


Meeting opened at 7 PM. It was agreed to 
dispense with the minutes of the last 
meeting which were published in Sparks. Since 
the Treasurer was absent there was no 
financial report 


Bob Henn requested approval to obtain 
refreshments for the November club meeting. 
This was approved unanimously. 


There was a lengthy discussion of repeater 
problems on the 147 15 machine, Hal reported 


the amplifier (belonging to AASMM, Terry) was 
malfunctioning, With 

the amp in line, output to the cavities was 2 
watts. Without the amp, output to the cavities 
was 10 watts. 


This is Second time in less than 2 months this 
problem occurred and it is obvious there is a 
problem with the antenna or feedline. A 
concerted effort will be made to find hardline 
since the budget approved by members in 
October did not include the cost of feed line. 


With the new year approaching and new 
officers taking over January 1, it was agreed 
the Board should establish a 

fixed policy for maintaining club books, keeping 
all repeater expenses in a separate account. 
This was put on the 

agenda for December, 


November Club Meeting 
11/10/94 


Meeting was opened at 7:35 by NSGWS . It 
was agfeed to dispense with the Secretary's 
and Treasurer's reports since 

they are in Sparks. Introductions followed 


Charlie reminded all that the Christmas 

party will be at Lacey's as announced in 
Sparks and reservations should be sent to him 
ot Matt, KB9BPJ 


He alsa announced that building rent for the 
1995 Hamfest will be as this year and the hall 
has been reserved. 


At this time, ballots were distributed and 
collected for election of officers for 1995. While 
this was proceeding, Charlie reminded all new 


officers and board 

members that they are expected to 

come to the December board meeting to be 
introduced to board proceedings and 
prepare to take over in January 


Charlie also indicated that with the holidays 
approaching it was likely no final action on 
upgrading the 147.15 repeater will take place 
before the January board meeting. 


Following this, WB9PLR took the floor 
for a fine demonstration of ATV (fast 
scan television on 440 Mhz and above. 


The election committee reported that 

the slate of officers had been elected 

as nominated, with Charlie, N9GWS, getting 
the nod as Secretary. 

Following this, the meeting was adjourned. 


RACES 


With winter upon us, tt is time to be prepared 
for what winter can dump on 

us. Check out all your equipment, 

spare batteries, etc., to be sure your 

covered if your power goes out or if 

you are needed. With a bit of luck, 

winter will go easy on us and we will never 

be called. But if you are not ready, you can be 
sure Murphy will dump on you one way or 
another 


Also, 

we have been contacted by the Visiting Nurses 
to see if we can assist them if things get 
treacherous. We agreed last year and luckily 
were never called. 


If you have 4 wheel drive 

equipment or other means of transportation 
when the roads are their worst, Call me 

Hal Wilson, WB9FNN, 868-3151) or call 
Charlie, NSGWS, at 477-1117 to let us know 
What you have and how to reach you if the 
need arises 


| hope you all had a very merry Christmas and 
that 1995 is good to you. 


73 WBSFNN 


dtal 


RACES Officer, 
Vanderburgh County 


DE KASEIV 


After the article, in the December SPARKS, on - 
the Saint Mary's Hospital 1956 move, | 
received a call from Elizabeth "Betty" Miller 
saying THANKS, and wishing TARS rnembers 
a "MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY 
1995". The call WSO0G belonged to her late 
husband, Ray Miller 


(Slanche 


Silent Keys 


My task, as editor, unfortunately, is to report 
the recent loss, of two of our area long time 
hams. 


WBSEMC 
WOODROW C GRIMM (Woody) 


128 E ADAMS 
CHANDLER, IN 47610 
Class. General 
Birthday Dec 13, 1913 


DIED 12/14/94 at Cypress Grove Rehabilitation 
Center in Newburgh 

Woody was a "regular" check-in on several of 
the area 2 meter nets for many years. 


W9H AU 

RICHARD M SLOCUM 

330 MULBERRY ST 

MOUNT VERNON, IN 47620 

Birthday. Apr 6, 1907 

DIED 12/16/94 at his home 

Dick ALWAYS had tables at the TARS 
hainfests as long as Blanche (KAQEIV) can 
remernaber 


THEY VILL BE MISSED ! 


INDIANA'S ARRL 
SECTION STAFF 


Section Manager 

Peggy Coulter W9JUJ @ WD9F VX 
12330 South Cnty Rd. 200 E 
Muncie, IN. 47302-8701 
317-288-0481 


Section Emergency Coordinator 
James S. Sellers K9ZBM 
1333 S. Van Buren Street 
Auburn, IN. 46706-2838 
219-925-0161 


Asst Section Emergency Coordinator 
David D. Crockett WA9ZCE @ WJ9U 
POB 68104 

Indianapolis, IN. 46268 

Work: 317-247-8141 

Home: 317-298-9858 


Section Traffic Manager 
Gayle Crozier AASHN 
1084 E Crozier Lane 
Madison, IN. 47250 
812-273-4924 


Section Government Liaison 
Arthur E. Hopkins WA9VQO 
295 Village Lane #212 
Greenwood, IN. 46143 
317-882-1103 


Section Technical Coordinator 
John G. Strawbridge, KF9IQ 
3970 S. 109 W. 

Pleasant Lake, IN. 46779 
219-665-9500 


Public Information Coordinator 
Daniel L. Dews,Sr KK9G @ KK9G 
1415 N. Concord Street 
Indianapolis, IN. 46222 
317-638-5594 


Official Observer Coordinator 
Sandra K. Parker KAORNY 
2030 S. 475 E. 

Hamilton, IN. 46742 
219-665-6777 


Section Bulletin Manager 
Theodore A. Winkel WB9AHJ 
607 East Street 

Madison, IN. 47250-3531 
812-265-3662 


Buying your first rig 


LL 


| have been asked to contribute some of the "Product Review’ articles that 
have been published in the Henderson Amateur Radio Club newsletter. | 
appreciate your feedback so let me know if a subject is of interest to you. 


The next few articles are going to be directed toward the newcomers in 
Amateur radio. Help, which you so much need in the selection of your first 
lig, antenna, and station accessories. 


lhe newcomer is often faced with a myriad of information about the 
selection of his first piece of ham gear. Perhaps with my vast years of 
knowledge you will learn a few tricks of the trade. 


Some have asked me NEW or USED gear, which is best? For this time 
lets focus on the good bargains in the used circuit. You, as the newcomer, 
may not want to or have a great amount of money to spend. In addition, 
you want to stretch the dollars which you have. 


| start by rating equipment with cosmetics first. So what can you learn 
about a rig by looking at it's appearance? 


Look at the front and sides of the radio you wish to purchase. Does it have 
knobs missing, broken or bent controls? Is it scratched? This may indicate 
the radio has been dropped, abused, and had a hard life. 


It may also be a sign of cracked circuit boards, broken components, or 
features that do not function. In this case try all the knobs, controls, and 
extras on the rig to see if they work. 


Has this rig fallen victim to the "MAD MODIFIER"??? This guy modifies 
everything, he drills or chews holes in the front panel, never documents 
what he has done or why. The "MAD MODIFIER" simply makes a non 
professional mess of things. A cardinal rule which we follow at work, 
should also apply to Ham Radio equipment. "If it Ain't broke, Don't fix it’. 


I{ the rig you are about to buy has fallen victim to this guy, "To the buyer 


beware" The manufacturer made the rig to work when it left the assembly 


by Bill Hilyerd - KALRX 


line. Factory changes though are acceptable, and normally have a step by 
step instruction. Wires or cut components, chewed holes, added controls 
or circuit changes, for the most part accomplish very little. 


Next try this simple test. Open the top of the rig if you can, or get near an 
air vent. SNIFF TEST THE RIG, that's right smell it. 


Use your snoz to smell for burned components, power transformers, 
burned resistors, smoked final chokes etc. Ask the seller what happened? 
Did he repair it himself? Did he have the repairs done and by whom? 


One more simple cosmetic test is this, if you do not smell any of the above 
Now sniff for the smell of tobacco, non smokers will notice this right away, 

smokers will not. If the rig reeks of cigarette smoke you as a non smoker 

may not want it 


Another simple test besides your nose is this, wet a handkerchief about the 
size of two fingers. Rub the wet area on the front of the rig you are 
considering, Does the wet part return a yellowed stain? If it does the 
previous owner was a heavy smoker, and if you are a non smoker you may 
not want this radio in your house. 


Does nicotine cause problems to electronic gear? You bet it does, sticking 
push buttons, residue on circuit boards, producing a magnet for dust. are 
only afew. My place of employment WEVV-TV allows no smoking 
anywhere inside their building 


Enough about the cosmetic features, Part 2 will tell you about some good 
tigs and the ones to avoid 


Bill 


KALRX 


STANDBY, 


New Test Fee For '95 


The new test fee charged for tests given after 1 January 1995 
will be $5.90 


Area VE Testing 


The only information | have now is ; 


VINCENNES; 

Jan 21, May 20, and Sept 16 

The above dates are all fall on the third Saturday of the month, this trend 
may continue 


EVANSVILLE; 

There WILL be a test session sometime in January 

but, at press time | really don't know when it will be. 

Listen to the Wednesday night net, as it will be announced there about two 
weeks or more in advance 


Keith 


AAGKQ 


TOLL-FREE FCC PHONE LINE 
NOW "ONLINE" 


The FCC has installed a toll free phone line in Gettysburg, Penn. at the 
licensing division for customer service inquiries. 


Amateurs may call 800-322-1117 WEEKDAYS between 8AM and 4:30PM 
EASTERN TIME to access an automated information system with recorded 
messages on interference complaints, form requests, records, AND 
AMATEUR RADIO CALLSIGN ASSIGNMENTS 


Other messages regard fee information and processing times. A touchtone 
telephone is required 


Tite FCC said the new service was part of it's response to a Presidential 
order that the Federal Government be "customer drfven" 


The FCC said it used a series of focus groups with external customers to 
identify the desire for an 800 number at the licensing division. 


"Within the next 18 months", the FCC said, "customer service standards 
will be developed for other areas of Commission operations to ensure that 
the FCC customers receive the highest quality of service possible". As 
these new standards become available, the FCC will inform it's customers. 


Submitting articles for SPARKS: 


lf you have something of interest you Would like published in sparks, or just 
a comment on something you have seen or 

would like to see in sparks. it may now be sent to us by the electronic 
means. (which means WE don't have to type as much.) 

listed below, in order of preference 


MODEM: 300-14.4 BAUD CALL VOICE FIRST (812) 425-3012 (KEITH) 
300-28 8 BAUD CALL VOICE FIRST (812) 421-9135 (TERRY) 
PACKET DIRECT: AA9KQ-1 OR AASMM-1 (145,050 Mhz) 


PACKET MAIL ADDRESSES: 

AASKQ @ WBYPXK (145.050) OR 

AASMM @ WB9PXK 

or The Ham Station BBS @ (812) 424-3614 

Upload files into the "New Uploads” "Private until scanned” directory 
THEN make SURE you say for SPARKS in the FILE DESCRIPTION. 


DO NOT PASSWORD PROTECT THE FILE AS IT WILL BE IGNORED 
AND DELETED 


Remember I] 
Membership dues for ‘95 
at the January "Auction 
Meeting 


§ 97.113 Prohibited transmissions. 


(a) No amateur station shall transmit: 


(1) Communications specifically prohibited elsewhere in 
this Part 
(2) Communications for hire or for material compensation, direct or 
indirect, paid or promised, except as othenmse provided, in these 
rules; 
(3) communications in which the station licensee or control 
operator has a pecuniary interest, including 
communications on behalf of an employer. 


Amateur operators may, however, notify other amateur operators of the 
availability for sale or trade of apparatus normally used in an amateur 
station, provided that such activity is not conducted on a regular basis; 


(4) Music using a phone emission except as specifically provided 
elsewhere in this Section; communications intended to facilitate a 
criminal act; messages in codes or ciphers intended to obscure the 
meaning thereof, except as otherwise provided herein; obscene or 
indecent words or language; or false or deceptive messages, 
signals or identification; 


(5) Communications, on a regular basis, which couldreasonably be 
furnished alternatively through other radio services. 


(b) An arnateur station shall not engage in any form of broadcasting, nor 
may an amateur station transmit one-way communications except as 
specifically provided in these rules; nor shall an amateur station engage in 
any activity related to program production or news gathering for 
broadcasting purposes, except that communications directly related to the 
immediate safety of human life or the protection of property may be 
provided by amateur stations to broadcasters for dissemination to the 
public Where no other means of communication is reasonably available 
before or at the time of the event. 


(c) A control operator may accept compensation as an incident of a 
teaching position during periods of time when an amateur station is used 
by that teacher as part of classroom instruction at an educational institution, 


(d) The control operator of a club station may accept compensation for the 


periods of time when the station is transmitting telegraphy practice or 
information bulletins for at least 40 hours per week, schedules operations 
on at least six amateur service MF and HF bands using reasonable 
measures to maximize coverage; where the schedule of normal operating 
times and frequencies is published at least 30 days in advance of the 
actual transmissions; and where the control operator does not accept any 
direct or indirect compensation for any other service as a control operator 


(e) No station shall retransmit programs or signals emanating from any 
type of radio station other than an amateur station, except propagation 
and weather forecast information intended for use by the general public 
and originated from Unites States Government stations and 
communications, including incidental music, originating on United States 
Government frequencies between a space shuttle and its associated Earth 
stations 


Prior approval for shuttle retransmissions must be obtained from the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Such retransmissions must 
be for the exclusive use of amateur operators 


Propagation, weather forecasts, and shuttle retransmissions may not be 
conducted on a regular basis, but only occasionally as an incident of 
normal amateur radio communications 


(f) No amateur station, except an auxiliary, repeater or space 
station, may automatically retransmit the radio signals of 
other amateur stations 


Editors Note: To eliminate any confusion the preceding js an accurate 
transcript of the most current FCC Part 97, 


THAT TOOK EFFECT DEC,20TH 1994 and was printed in response to 
requests 


VHF NEWS 


QRL? 


The "Q" signal used to ask, “is this frequency in use” 
would be the Q signal least likely to be overused, by today s modern 
Amateur Radio Operators. There was a time in the past when the world 
above SC: MHz was a vast empty frontier. Back in the early and 
mid-sixties, one rarely ran into more than a few stations operating the true 
"short waves.” Now, with the arrival of the modified technician class of 
license the two-meter amateur band is the most popular. Repeaters are 
located in just about every city, of size, throughout this country, and one 
rarely hears a repetitive unanswered CQ. Typically, two-meters is the 
introductory band to most new Hams. 


Today s Hams may recognize this as an opportunity to encourage 
each other to remember our beginnings. Hams have traditionally been 
courteous, eager to serve, and an asset to our fellow citizens in time at 
disaste! and emergency. Ham Radio is recognized, the world over, as a 
worthy and valuable pursuit for individuals inclined to the altruistic. 
Therefore, let us encourage every new licensee,as they enter Amateur 
Radio, to think of courtesy each time he or she prepares to transmit, and 
precede every initial C Q with, "is this frequency in use?”. 


In the coming months this column will bring you news of what s 
happening in the world above 50 MHz. | hope that, the information will be 
an aid to your Station operations, and at times, if | possible, entertaining. 

You may take an active role in the columns contents by forwarding news, 
notes, and comments to me at: 


Stephen Eagle KB9IWS 
1119 West Florida 
Evansville, Indiana 47710 


or call 428-0750 and leave a message, also check 146.580 simplex 
Locally, the six-meter band is active at this time. 

Several tri-state Hams are having success with this band. | hope to bring 

news o! VHF happenings in coming articles. 


Possum Net 


In the 144-148 MHz band there are 2 new local nets 


The*Possum Net" meets nightly at 0000 Z. on 146.580 simplex. This Net 
is welcoming all and is represented by Hams in four states at this time:. 
The stated purpose of the Net is: to be available for Hams traveling to and 
from work at the 2nd and 3rd shifts in the coming bad weather seasori, 50 
that travelers will have a frequency and Hams standing by should anyone 
need contact with a base station at that time of night. Following a roll-call 
that usually numbers 20-30 net members, news and rag-chewing are held 
informally. 


At 13830 Z, N9XXZ Wayne Wilzbacher holds a Rag Chewers Net for a 
similar purpose on the same 146.580 simplex frequency each weekday 
morning. Most of the members of the Possum Net also check into the: 
*"AC* Net. You are invited to become a regular or use either of these 
nets, should you have an emergency, need communications with a base 
station while mobile, or find that you enjoy QSOing with a great bunch of 
people. 


The world of 440 MHz is also active in this area. Check with the guys 
AND ladies in these Nets, and watch this column in the future for news on 
this and other VHF happenings. 


Until next month s column, 


best of 73s 


Steve 


KB9IWS 
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ARRL BULLETINS 


Vanity calls soon 

The FCC has announced its intention to implement a vanity call sign program, and 
also to resume the issuance of club and military recreation station licenses. Ina 
January 24 news release, the Commission released a general outline of the new 
program. 


Amate urs will be eligible to apply for a call sign of their choice In four *gates". The 
first group eligible to apply will be previous holders of a call sign or the close relative 
of a previous holder of an amateur call sign who is deceased, The second group will 
be Amateur extra class licensees, then advanced, then all others. 


The FCSC will announce the opening of each gate by public notice. 


The FCC said that the first gate will open as soon as a new Application form, FCC 
form 6 10v, is available and the commission s Licensing facility is prepared to begin 
proces sing the applicatons — No sooner than April, according !o FCC staff, 


Appliciatons for Club station licenses will be accepted as soon as the FCC 8 report 
and order on this matter is released, Club station call signs will be issued 
systematically, unless under the fourth ‘gate ' the trustee of an existing club station 
applies: tor the call sign of a deceased member as a vanity call sign for the club, 


The tee for the use of vanity call signs will be 7 dollar(s) per year, or 70 dollar(s) for a 
ten-yeuar license term, according to Wireless Telecommunication bureau staff. 
However, on January 12,1995, in a notice of proposed rule making, the FCC 
proposed a fee of 3 dollar(s) per year, for fiscal year 1995 (which began October 
1,1994), 


Amate urs will be able to list up to 25 call sign choices, from any call area, FCC statt 
said. it is expected that it will be several weeks before the new form 610-v is 


approved, 
More information was in July 1994 QST, page 84 June QST, page 81 and February 
QST, page 84, (Pr docket 93-305), NNNN 


Hams aid Japan relief 

More than 200 amateurs are providing communication in the Kobe, Japan area 
following an earthquake on January 16 that killed more than S000 people and left 
tens of thousands homeless. 


Amateur radio ls being used to connect relief centers and to exchange intormaton 
on road conditions and traffic the health, welfare, and whereabouts of residents and 
the availability of water and food, according to the Japan amateur radio league, 


The JARL and the Japan Amateur Radio Equipment Industry Association (JAIA) are 
conducting the effort, at the request of the Ministry of posts and telecommunicatons 
200 hand-held transceivers for 430 And 1260 Mhz, as well as three repeater stations, 
were supplied by JAIA member companies for the operation, Each portable station 
has been assigned a special call sign — BJ3AAA, BJSAAB and so on. JA3YAL in 
Kobe serves as Communication coordinator, while JASAL, at The JARL s Osaka 
Office, monitors the activity. 


400 of the 600 relief centers (with a total of 240,000 evacuees) are NOT being served 
by this communication system, and the JAAL 1s considering equipping at least half of 
them with amateur stations. 

NNNN 


Balloon launch slated 
On February 4, 1995, the North Texas Balloon Project, sponsored by The Lockheed 
radio club in Fort Worth, will launch its sixth high albtude balloon expenment 


carrying amateur radio. The payload Includes a variety of radios and instruments that 
can easily be used by any amateur with a technician or higher class License: 


Acrossband {m repeater will operate 147.580 receive and 445.850 MHz,transmit 
flight data, Including GPS position, will be transmitted by 1200 baud AFSK (packet) 
on 144,290 Mhz and a live, elevation controlled, color video camera will be used with 
a 10-watt ATV transmitter, on 439.250 Mhz. 


According to Doug Howard, KGSOA, the ATV frequency is cable television channel 
60, and an outdoor antenna, along with a television tuned to cable channel 60, 
should provide acceptable pictures. 

The balloon |s expected to reach 100,000 ft about two hours after launch, giving it a 
radio horizon of about 400 mi, The launch is scheduled for 1400 UTC if it is 
delayed, the launch will be rescheduled for February 5 or the following weekends. 
NNNN 


Bulletin hoax 

Notce of false W1AW/ARAL SPECIAL BULLETIN 

A message purporting to be official W1AW bulletin arlx004 falsely claimed that the 
American Radio Relay League, ARAL, plans to petition the Federal Communications 
Commission, FCC, to drop all Morse code requirements for amateur radio licenses in 
the US. An authentic ARAL bulletin apparently was altered and re-posted on an 
Internet news group as a practical joke. The league plans no such petition. The 
actual bulletin earlx004 concerned a balloon launch from lowa, The league views any 
dissemination of forged messages as an extremely serious matter. 


NNNN 


(EDITORS NOTE) 

The preceding bulletins were received via teleprinter (AMTOR) 
directly from W1AW 

on January 27, 1995 


RACES 


"A WEEK OF MIRACLES" 


"A week of miracies.* Thats whal the Evansville Courier called the week of June 15 
- 20, 1992, the week thal the people of Evansville, Indiana built 21 houses 
in six days under the auspices of Habitat of Evansville, 


“It was a sight to behold and one hard to comprehend if you didn t see it happen. 
Over 2,000 volunteers participated in an effort to provide affordable housing 

for 21 Evansville families, including S3 children, who otherwise would have housing 
that is questionable at best. And it happened es planned, with work starting 

each day at 6:30 A.M, (some got there earlier), and the “day shift” leaving about 00 
P.M. at which time tades people volunteers came in to do plumbing, electrical, 
heating, etc., working on into the night." 


That was the lead-in to an article that appeared in Sparks in July 1992, following the 
Habitat Housing Blitz. 


Amateur radio got involved when Vanderburgh County Emergency Management 
Director Sherman Greer was asked to assist with the project, providing the 
coordination of emergency services, including communications, first aid, site access, 
traffic control, etc. It was along, tough week. But the planning 

used to accomplish this project is viable and has ttecome the nucleus of what wauld 
be needed to recover from a tornado, flood or earthquake that would create the 
need for massive rebuliding efforts. 


A bigger Blitz will occur this summer - 25 houses - and we will need a lot of 
operators the week of July 17 - 22, 1995. We had 22 last time and will need more 
this year. Put it on your calendar NOW and let me know if we can count on your 
help. it will leave you with a great feeling of accornplishment 


dtul 


WB9FNN 
RACES Officer, Vanderburgh C;ounty 


Club Notes 


Shanks 


To Tars members and all attending the 
January meeting who signed the get well 
card thank you very much, 

it was really enjoyed | 


Slanche 


KASEIV 


Minutes 


January Meeting 1-12-95 


The meeting opened at 7:30 PM, by Bill KSLPS, with 
approxinnately 60 members and guests In attendance 
Many of the "guests", joined that night 


There was a brief discussion of the improvements 
scheduled to the 147.150 repeater, 


Health and Welfare reports were given on Blanche 
KAQEIV, and Ralph K9STX. 


Jane Snelling (Asst. EMA Director) gave us an 
explanation of the necessity for proper |.D.s to gain 
access: !o our assigned areas, in the event of any 
disaster. 


At that point, we look a short break for refreshments 
(donuts, coffee, and soft drinks 


After the: break, our Annual Auction was held, Hank, 
W9RDJ served as Auctioneer and did a very good job 
| believe: this is one of my favonte events of the year. 


The meeting adjoumed at 9:40PM 


Charlie 


de AASMM 


Thanks to all that attended the January meeting. It 
was an enjoyable time with Hank wheeling and dealing 
with those in search of a treasure at a bargain price. 

As I'm sure you have noticed we have started having 
donuts, coffee and soft drinks at the meetings. It 
seems most members enjoy this as most of the goodies 
are gone by the end of the meeting. We have 
discussed other options for food and snacks, If you 
have any comments or suggestions please feel free to 
let any board member know, 


147.150 

| don't have an update at this moment about the 147.15 
repeater repairs. The EMAis in the process of 
obtaining the feedline which appears to be the final 
obstacle in the process. As soon as that Is cleared we 
will be working with Ken Martin, WOMR, and Electronics 
Research to schedule the work. In talking with them 
they feel that it can be completed in one work day, | 
hope by the time you receive this newsletter the repairs 
are on the schedule. We will place notices in Voice 
Mall on the repeater when the expected down time will 
be. 


BINGO 

At the February meeting we will have the annual bingo 
hight. Come early and lay claim to the spedal lucky 
seat and you may go home with some really neat 
prizes. We expect this to be a nice meeting anda 
great socal event. | hope lp see many of you there 


Memberships are going well, and we welcome the 
new hams as well as those that are coming back to 
TARS. We are there to serve you as well as promote 
amateur radio in our community. | cannot comment 
enough on the efforts of Keith. AASKQ, and the theory 
and code 

dasses that he teaches on an ongoing basis. Thanks 
to his efforts we have added over 65 new hams to the 
rail last year, many of whom are now TARS members 
Thanks Kelth for a job well done. 


ARRL MEMBER? 

Speaking of membership, i! your ARRL dues are: up for 
renewal see a board member. We have found that if 
the Club submits your renewal we get a monetary 
rebate for our treasury. This will benefit you both asan 
ARRL and TARS member to say nothing of the Cluls 
treasury, Help us serve you by joining or renewing 
your ARRL membership through TARS. 


HELP 

| desperately need your help in programs for the 
monthly meetings. Please call or get with me and Iet 
me know what type of presentations you would liketo 
see. Also, if you have something you feel you woud 
like to present to the Club please let me know. 


The March presentation will be given byGorion 
WRSVW), on Scouting and amateur radio. 


Last year several of us met with him and had a great 
time with the scouts. If all holds out this year will be 
even bigger and better. More on this In March fron 


Even an old Scrooge like me had a great time. 


New repeater codes are in the works for the 
146,79 repeater, As of this time they are to go intb 
effect on Friday,February10, 1995. All AUTODIAL 
numbers that have been given to me are now in the 
controller. Copies of the repeater codes and the 
AUTODIAL numbers will be available at the Gub 
meeting on February 9. If there are any changes to 
your AUTODIAL slot please submit the new information 
on a TARS application form 


73 


Terry 


DE K5LPS 


The January meeting and auction was certainly weil 
attended and we were at full capacity in the large 
training room at the Red Cross. We may have to seek 
larger quarters next year While we didn't have any 
“new in the box" items (unless you count the 19 ‘73 
Chevy parts) you certainly couldn't complain about the 
proces A Dollar was hard to get as an opening bid, but 
Hank Galbratith W9 RDU did a fine job of handling the 
25 cent bidders. Thanks Hank for being the auctioneer 


Special Thanks 

To Steve Harmon N9SHGF and others who donated all 
the proceeds of their sale to the dub. 

Greg says we added over two Hundred dollars to the 
treasury from the donations 


Thanks 

also, to everybody who attended and even more thanks 
to all those who renewed their membership! If you 
haven't already done so Please get your '95 Dues to 
Charlie, Greg, Me, or for that matter, any Board 
member, Ve will make sure they get to Greg as they 
were due as of the first of the year. 


Speaking of membership, [hope you 
will also encourage others to join 
TARS. 


EMA 

We appreciated the update on EMA activities by Jane 
Snelling. Anyone who says as many nice things about 
Hams as Jane does, is always welcome, Thanks for 
the EMA support! 


Sparks ..... OOPS! 

We had number of names misspelled in the last issue, | 
apologies for that. We will do better! | think | figured 
out the problem. Blanche used to take what ever we 
left in her screen door and correct all the mistakes, 

The other problem was that my whole brain went dead 


and, as | mentioned in the meeting,! forgot to recognize 
the great Job that Matt Dean did as treasurer Matt 
took over the job in 1990, he kept accurate books and 
our funds well managed for 5 years | The treasurer's 
job is one of the most onerous in the club. Thanks 
Matt, you will be missed on the board 


New Members: 
The following new members have recently joined 
Weicome!! 


Wilber Bennett (WB3KSY), Buddy Daniels (N9TTR), 
Sam Hartmann (KEAKTV), Bill Hilyerd (KALRX), Ron 
Klutey (KD4ASX), Philip Lowery (N9XYC), Jim Marsh 
(NSWYK), David Pribble (NSZHD), Douglas 
Scheming (NSYSH) and Bill Stoffer 


TARS Hamfest - June 4th 1995 

Hamfest planning is under way. A meeting was held on 
Jan. 19 with Brian WBSQVR, Charlie NSGWS and 
KS5LPS to kick things off. We hope to have the first 
meeting of the Hamfest Committee in early February. 
Members of the committee are Brian WBSQVR, 

Terry N9XXH, John N9XXK, Randy N9YAI, Marc 
NSNPN, Roger NSLDG, Ken NSYAH, and Steve 
NSIWS, 


Congratulations!! 

to John N4XI on being appointed Packet Frequency 
Coordinator for Indiana. John will fill this role as a 
function of being the Chairman of the Network 
Coordinating Committee of IDEA (Indiana Digital 
Experimerters Association). 


RED CROSS 

We have been asked by the Red Cross to fill the 
position of Communication Officer which was recently 
vacated by Ralph K9STX, Anyone interested in filling 
this position please contact me. 


Classes 

| have dropped by the theory and code dasses on 
Saturday and participation is increasing. Hang in there, 
it's well worth the effort! Keith AASKQ and Terry 
AAQMM continue to put a lot on effort into this activity 
Thanks guys! Keith's code practice after the net on 
Wednesday Night seemed to go well and was 


appreciated who warited the practice (Wed 8:30PM 
146.790 repeater) 


Kenwood Club Support 

If you buy Kenwood products with a rebate between 
January 12 end March 20, fill out the green rebate form 
fo daim your cash rebate. Also give me the model and 
serial number and T/ARS will get Gub points which ae 
good for free equipment. Models which qualify for 
rebates are’ TS-950$3DX, TS-850S or AT, TS450s or 
AT, TS-50S, TS60s, TM255a/455a, TM-742a, TM-733A, 
TM241A, TM251A, TH-22AT, AND TH-28A. As a patof 
this program Kenwood is also supplying information that 
is not covered in the owners manuals. We will have 
copies of these at the next meeting. Information an the 
TH-22A, TH-79A, TNI-733A, AND TM251A is available. 


ARRL Membership 

Do not forget to subrnit your ARRL membership 
application through TARS. The club receives $5 for 
each new member and $2 for each renewal. If we 
would all do this, it would be a nice source of income 
for the Club 


FEBRUARY 

Don't miss the February meeting It is a family affair, 
with special emphasis on the YL's (Valentines Day!) 
Wn a prize at bingo and enjoy one of Delores' KASKRD 
Valentine cupcakes! 


(Sill 
AREA HAMFESTS 


© Owensboro OARC Wterfest - 

Feb. 11th at the National Guard Armory, 1501 Pamsh 
Ave. 8AM to2PM Acimission $5. Tables are $7 with 
setup at 6AM. Contact is KD4CKT at 502 926 1304 


Mammoth Cave: ARC Hamfest - Mar. 4th, 8AM 
Admission $4, Tabless $7 Talkin 146.94 


0 Kentucky Colonels ARC Hamfest . Bowling Green 
April 8th, 7AM to 3PIV, $4 Admission Talkin 146 85 of 
147.33 

G Feb. 25th & 26th - Cincinnati, OH. 

0 Mar. 12th - Indi:anapotis, IN. 


GET WELL SOON 


We would like to send a “Get Well Yesterday” card to 


Blanche KAQEIV 
AND 
Ralph K9STX 


Events 


March 11th Mock Disaster Drill (Races/EMA) 
April 1 and 2 Red Cross soccer tournament 
May 13 14 Welborn Hospital soccer tournament 
June 4th Tars Hamfest 

June 16 17 Freedom Festival balloons 

June 23 24 25 Thunder 

June 24 Freedom Festival parade 

June 24-25 ? Field Day 

July 4th Parade of Lights (boats) and fireworks 
July 17 - 23 Habitat for Humanity Blitz Week 
Aug 3 Drums on the Ohio 

Oct ‘Ist Great Pumpkin Metric bicycle ride 

Oct 7th Fall Festival parade 

Oct 21 22 Boy Scout Jamboree on the air 


The preceding dates are from Charlie NSGWS 
as of Fri Feb 3rd 


Please call him @ 477-7716 as soon as you can 
to volunteer to work an event 


NASA the Shuttle and Sarex 


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT SAREX- 


WHAT IS SAREX? 


With the help of Amateur Radio dubs and ham radio operators, astronauts 
have been speaking over the ham airwaves while iin orbit. They are talking 
directly with large groups of the general public, shcrwing teachers, 

Students, parents and communities how Amateur Riadio energizes youngsters 
about sdence, technology, and leaming. The program is called SAREX, the 
Shuttle Amateur Radio EXperiment, 


NASA's intent in making astronauts available for SAREX operations is to 
invoive the largest possible numbers of people, particularly youngsters, 
in technology and the US space program with the help of Amateur Radio. 


During a SAREX mission, the astronauts will typically make the following 
types of Amateur Radio contacts 

Scheduled radio contacts with schools. 

Random contacts with the Amateur Radio cominunity. 

Personal contacts with the astronauts’ families. 


A handful of schools are selected from around the world to make contact 
with the shuttle during most SAREX missions. These contacts are 
prearranged, giving the schools a greater chance eit making a successful 
contact. Two or more students at each of the selected schools ask 
questons of the astronauts during the contact. The: nature of these 
contacts embodies the pnmary goal of SAREX—to excite students’ interes! 
in leaming. 


WHO SPONSORS SAREX? 


The American Radio Relay League (ARRL), The Radio Amateur Satellite 
Corporaton (AMSAT) and NASA sponsor these ex citing experiments. AMSAT 
volunteers support all technical operations for SAR EX, and mentor 
participating school groups. The ARRL provides the Amateur Radio 
community with SAREX information and educational support. The ARRL 
Educational Activities Department (EAD) and NASA\ Headquarters create and 
distnbute SAREX lesson materials and resources fior teachers. SAREX is 
supported by the Federal Communications Commisssion (FCC), 


Hundreds of Amateur Radio operators work behind the 
scenes, including those from NASA's Amateur Radio 
Cubs at the Johnson Space Center, Marshall Space 
Flight Center and Goddard Space Flight Center. 


A SAREX Working Group was created to administer the 
program. The wortang group is comprised of Roy Neal, 
K6DUE -Chairman; Rosalie White, WA1STO -ARRL, 
Frank Bauer, KA3HDO -AMSAT;, and Lou McFadin, 
W65DID -NASA Johnson Space Center 


| AM A HAM. HOW CAN | INTRODUCE SAREX TO 
MY SON OR DAUGHTER'S SCHOOL? 


Establish a SAREX station at the school. Bring in a 
shortwave receiver and let students eavesdrop on 
amateur retransmissions of the NASA shuttie-to-mission 
control sudio—from launch to landing, Then, set up a 
2meter satellite ground station and attempt a random 
SAREX contact from the dassroom, The teacher may 
even apply for a school contact, almost guaranteeing 
that the students wil have an opportunity to 
communicate with the shuttle crew during e future 
SAREX mission 


CAN A HAM MAKE AN UNSCHEDULED 
SAREX CONTACT? 


Yes. The astronauts have not lost sight of why SAREX 
has been so successful. It Is the Amateur Radio 
community that has brought the astronaut's voices Into 
dassrooms all around the world. During most SAREX 
missions, many of the crewmembers will make random 
contacts with earth-bound hams. They make these 
contacts during their breaks, before and after meal 
time, and during their pre- sleep time. In fact, over the 
past years the astronauts have contacted thousands of 
amateurs around the world. On many missions, they 
have even carried a 2-meter packel radio station. 


Innovative computer software allows the crew tooperate 
the packet gear in an “unattended” mode, allowing 
amateurs to make contacts with the ROBOT station 
when the astronauts are working or sleeping. 


WHAT ARE THE SAREX RADIO FREQUENCIES? 


The following VHF frequencies are used for SAREX 
missions, These frequenaes were chosen after much 
deliberation to minimize contention between SAREX 
operations and other 2-meter users If you have any 
comments, please direct them to AMSAT via Frank 
Bauer, KA3HDO (at his address in the “Radio 
Amateur Callbook") or the ARRL EAD. We appredate 
the cooperation of all amateurs in making the SAREX 
operations successful 


Most SAREX operations are split-frequency (the crew 
uses separate receive and transmit frequences). 


pease CO NOt trensmit on the shutte's 
DOWNLINK frequency 
The DOVWNLINK Is your receiving frequency. 
The UPLINK is your transrnitting frequency. 
For all operatons, Earth stations should listen to the 
DOWNLINK frequency 
and transmit on the UPLINK frequency only 
when the shuttle is in range and the astronauts are on 
the air. 

FM Voice Downlink: (Worldwide) 145.55 Mhz 


FM Voice Uplink: 144.91, 144.93, 144.95, 144.97, 
and 144,99 Mhz 


FM Packet DOWNLINK 145.55 Mhz 
FM Packet UPLINK: 144 49 Mhz 


HOW CAN | USE MY SHORTWAVE RADIO TO 
EAVESDROP ON THE ASTRONAUTS? 

When a shuttle mission carries the SAREX payload, 
SAREX news and astronaut retransmissions are carried 
by the Goddard Amateur Radio Club's station, 
WA3NAN, (Greenbelt, MD). This station, and several 
VHF and UHF repeater groups, will retransmit the audio 
signals from the shutte on most amateur bands so that 
you and the students can hear the communications. 
You will hear NASA mission commentary, frequent 
bulletins to advise listeners of astronaut-planned 
transmissions, and amateur two-way voice and amateur 
television transmissions with the shuttle. WA3NAN 
operates on the high frequency (HF) bands at 

3.86, 7.185, 14,295, 21.395, and 28.65 


MHz. 


| TRACK THE SHUTTLE WITH A COMPUTER? 
A number of softwar packages are available for 
tracking the Shuttle on a personal computer. Here ae 
just a few options (ARRL in no way warrants these 
products). 


AMSAT Tracking Programs 


These easy to use pirograms are perfect for the senous 
Amateur Radio speci? enthusiast or beginner. Call 
AMSAT (The Radio /Amateur Satellite Corporation) for 
current prices and destais (301) 589-6062 or write to 


AMSAT, PO Box 27, Washington DC 20044. 
STSPLUS (Shereware for IBM). 


This softwere was de:signed by David Ransom Jr. The 
program allows the uiser to track an orbiting space 
shuttle or satellite. Ex<cellent graphics and maps help to 
create a mock Mission Control Center. Look for 
STSPLUS and other tracking software posted on NASA 
Spacelink, bulletn board system (205) 895-0028 


EDITORS NOTE:Sts Plus is Available on The Ham 
Station, BBS and Digicom BBS Locally. 


Packet News 
John Sennett, N4XT 


Saint Mark's Node Active 


The temperature hovered in the 20's as | cimbed the hill up at St. Mark's 

with the group of packeteers from Jasper There was even a flake or two of 
snow drifting down from an overcast sky that the NWS promised would be sunny. 
Murphy himseif must have thought it too cold to be about as the installaton 
went without any major problems. The node came up and we were immediately 
able to connect to Petersburg as well as Evansville Although the Evansville 
circuit has proven to be somewhat marginal, the connection to Petersburg is 
solid, Saint Mark's is located about 7 miles SE of Jasper and Is sponsored 

by the Jasper EOC and local amateurs in the area. Users access the network 
on the LAN frequency of 145.69 Mhz. The ECC has plans of linking up with the 
NWS in real time during weather emergencies. Saint Mark's will also provide 

a link in the long sought after connection into Louisville. Paoli Is the next 

node to the east, scheduled to come on-line sometime in the spring, 


Petersburg Moves to IPL Station 

The Petersburg node has been moved to the Petersburg Station of Indianapolis 
Power and Light. The X1J firmware in the controller has been replaced by the 
G8BPQ packet switch software with INOS (TCP/P) running concurrently. This 
has opened the door to a number of new possibilities. Presently, the goal is 

to join the conference bridge at K9IU (Indiana University) in Bloomington. 

The conference bridge allows chatting with locals as well as others in 

Australia and Europe in real time. The new PTB supports local mail for users 
within the LAN, No forwarding or bulletins are permitted. Word has spread and 
has sparked interest in many adjacent areas. When all the bugs are worked out, 
Jasper (Saint Mark's) and Evansville will probably be converted with others to 
follow. 


Coordination Policies Approved 

The IDEA Executive Committee met 14 January at the Indianapolis IVTC campus 
to review the proposed Coordination Policies. Minor revisions and 

darifications were made to the proposal and was unanimously approved by the 
Executive Committee. All in all, a very productive day Packet bulletns 

will be issued in the near future by the Packet Coordinator,N4XI, John Bennett. 
These bulletins will detail the coordination of exstng systems and 

procedures for new coordinations. A BBS Sysop Council will be formed, headed 
up by WJ9U, John Gooldy. The purpose of the BBS Sysop Council will be to 
manage the multitude of BBS systems in the state and approve new system 
applicants for frequency coordination to the Coordinator 


WR9W Named Node Trustee 
Gordon Conley, WRSW, has agreed to become the Evansville node trustee. Since 


John Bennett, N4XI, has become the Packet Frequency Coordinator for the state 
of indiana, it was felt a change of hands was in orcler to avoid any conflict 
of interest. A big thanks to Gordon for assuming tis new role 


APRS Demo To Be Held at the March Indianapolis Hamfest 

Unlike past IDEA meetings, the March Indianapolis Hamfest get-together will 

devote most of the time to the fun aspects of the niode rather than politics as it has in 
the past. A demonstration of the famed Amateur Packet Reporting System (APRS) will 
be given. APRS shows the location of partidpating stations on a map in real time 
Thus, It can be used to track positions and movements. The display map features 
icons that represent vanous entities For example, mobile and base stations each 
have their own symbols. APRS has proven to be an effective tool for public service 
events such as parades, bike rides, marathons, and the like. Plan on attending since 
this should prove to be an interesting demonstraton 


NNNN 


QRP NEWS 


By John Small 


| enjoyed the new look of SPARKS and thought | might put in my two cents in. Having 
been a fan of QRP for many years, | thought it would be fun to let others in on the 
deal 


If you are ke me and enjoy taking ham radio out wn the wilderness wa back pack of 
canoe, this just might be your ticket to operating when the big ng or HT won't hack it. 
Or if you enjoy the challenge of building your own ‘stuff, or just seeing how far you can 
tak with minimal equipment this is it If you are strictly a SSB only, air conditioned, 
more power is better type, forget ORP. (| will admit to getting soft and using my QRP 
gear in the air conditioned, bug free environment of my Sth wheel. It's still fun ) 


Give me some feed back. Lie the sound of a full breakin CW ng for under a $100? 
| worked 13 states in 3 hours dunng last spring's CXRP contest with it. My big contest 
rig with xtal and audio filtenng, built in keyer, full QRP Kilowatt (5 watts) usually gets 
about 25 contacts per hour on field day FULL featured, store bought, SSB, CW, 
frequency synthesized ORP ngs are also available If your want to try out the 
challenge of QRP, crank down the power on the big ng and have at it Five watisis 
only down about 2-3 “S" units from 100 watts 


if there is some interest in this subject, I'll continue with the articles and plan some 


. John 


ORP outings 72 


YOUR FIRST RIG PART 2 


For the first part of this artide, we will cover rigs which | 
feel ane good buys for the beginner | will also tell you 
the rigs to avoid and why 


KENWOOD TS-140S: This ts a good entry level radio, 
itis small, but does pack enough features for the 
beginner. This rig will not over power you with a tot of 
button:s, knobs and extras. Look around for this one, tt 
may be a little hard to find. 


KENWOOD TS-830S: This fig is a good buy for a 
beginner as well, is solid state except for the final 
amps. The finals are 6146s, and available at a fair 
pnice Even if you buy this rig and it needs finals, you 
will not spend a fortune. If you do not care about 
having a general coverage receiver well, by all means 
grab thus one 


ICOM-725 Good compact radio, features dual vio's 
and 100 memories. Rig requires a separate power 
supply, and has provisions for accessories This little 
tig is great for a beginner, but does lack selectivity on 
the receive side 


ICOM-735: A few more extras make up the 735, that 
the 725 does not have. You may pay a few dollars 
more for this ng, but it may have the extras you want 
The seme feelings on the receiver apply to the 735 as 
the 725, selectivity is a little less than expected. 
General coverage receivers are Induded on both of the 
Icoms 


YAESU FT747GX: Not a bad rig for the new ham, it is 
simple to operate. That was it's selling point. If one 
looks at the front of the radio, you have very few 
button:s. General coverage receiver, 100 watts, 160 
through 10 meters, requires 12 volt DC supply. Again, 
as with Icom, this rig suffers from selectivity problems. it 
may overload on strong signals 


YAES\W FT767GX: Abig jump forward This ng has a 
lot of bells and whistles and packs a great deal of radio 
mto one box. This may be a rig that you will keep for 
many years. It does require a 12 volt supply 
Althou:jh, it is not as fancy as the 990 or 1000 it will 
give you many good years of service. 


DRAKE: The RL. Drake company siill provides service 
and parts for the Ham Radio line they produced a few 
years ago 


The Drake TR7. TR7A, and TR5 can still be found at 
ham sweps and on the used market The TR7 and 
TR7A were pretty good radios for their days, and were 
trouble free most of the tinie. 


The TR7 had a annoying problem of unlocking It's 
frequency readout. This was due to a mechanical band 
switch. Drake missed the boat on this and many band 
switches had to be replaced, 


The TRS was Drake's last Hoohrah, not many of these 
eround, and they were nol successful This was a 
lesser version of the TR7 and spelled disaster for their 
Ham Radio line of products. These rigs do not require 
a power supply and they do not cover the 10, 18, or 24 
Mhz. bands. 


HEATHKIT In years gone by Heath had a fair share of 
the Amateur Radio market. They offered modest 
priced rigs, but you had to assemble them yourself. 
Most Heath gear is a full tube compliment, their QRP 
rig and their SB-101 are the only known solid state rigs 
they offered. 


Tube rigs may sell for a low price these days, they 
were good for their time, but now are relics of the past. 
Finding tubs for these ngs may be a problem and an 
expensive one. Your savings by purchasing a tube rig 
may be eaten by the cost of replacing tubs. Parts and 
service may be a problem, the beginner should let 
Heathkit die it's final death. 


SWAN: This company is out of business, their 500CX 
and 750CX rigs are full tube compliment. For a while 
they called themselves CUBIC, by then they were in 
their full death throes. “Rest In Peace”. 

SIGNAL ONE CX7: Quite an expensive rig about 15 
years ago, horrible audio quality, it did not sound like 
$3000 00. Overpriced for it's time, not many made 
The company went under, but some companies still 
service this radio. Unless you can buy it for a few 
hundred dollars, and know how to service it. ‘BURY IT’ 


ASTRO: You will find quite a few of these on the ured 
Crouit, you might offear the seller a couple of ham 
sandwiches for a woking model. Otherwise "blow 
taps" 


TEN-TEC: The last .4merican manufacturer still in 
business. Good buys can be had on Ten Tec gearand 
service is readily ava liable. The Corsair, Omni, and 
Paragon are all good buys, and will give you many 
years of service. A\/oid Ten Tec power supplies, they 
are a known source ‘of trouble. Get a good Astron 
supply and then erjo y these rigs. 

STANDBY 


Sill 
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Club Notes 


THIS WILL BE THE LAST COPY OF SPARKS FOR 
THOSE WHO HAVE NOT PAID 1995 DUES 


DE K5LPS 


We had a great Bingo night due in large part to Delores KASKRD! She did 
a fantastic job of getting prizes donated! | don't know if it is her smile, 
good nature or persistence, but she is able to obtain prize donations from 
some good places to eat. Thanks also to Jim WSCVN for helping obtain 
prizes. Thanks to Charlie NSGWS for helping collect prizes and the 
donation of the "bird feeder”. Very special thanks to the HAM STATION for 
letting us have prizes at cost. They were very supportive. Let's all 


remember that. Prizes were also donated by the following establishments: 


Lacey's , Domino's Pizza, Ponderosa, Little Caesar's, Rafferty's, G. D. 
Ritzy's, all donated great food prizes. Welborn Hospital, Deaconess 
Hospital, WFIE, Tri-State Aero, and Central Imports also made nice prize 
donations. In fact we over achieved on prize collection and ran a bit late 
trying to give them all away. Incidentally, you can remove any hexes you 
had on the Donovan family because of their extreme good luck last year. 
Lady Luck "got even” this year. 


Delores’ cupcakes were outstanding! | just had one; or was it two, or 
maybe three? 


Owensboro Hamfest 


| hope you got to attend the Owensboro Hamfest. | did and enjoyed it. 
They plan to shift to the vacated Dayton date next year (i.e. late April). 
Charlie NSGWS worked the crowd for TARS members and signed up a 
number of new and retuming members. 


| took a certificate of appreciation to Owensboro to give to ARRL President 
George Wilson thanking him for the presentation he made to TARS last fall. 
Unfortunately, he wasn't there due to a stroke he had while on League 
business in Washington DC. Our best wishes for a speedy recovery 
George! 


New Members: 


The following new members have recently joined. Welcome!! 


Phillip Benthall (N9ZEL), John Davis (N4XCS), Carroll Davis (N4XCT), 
Norm King (AA9CG), Jerry Lamastus (N9LDH), Pauline Marsh (N9ZEG), 
Ernie Morgan (AA4RJ), Joe Salee (KB9GMC), Gail Stamps (KAOZMF), 
and Dar Werz (WD9JKL). 


ARRL Membership: 

We need to increase the percentage of our members who are ARRL 
members in order to retain the Special Service Club designation. This 
designation provides a number of services to the Club. As | mentioned last 
month, please submit your application to TARS and the club will receive a 
processing fee of $2 for renewing members and $5 for new members. Any 
ARRL Application from QST or other source will do. We will forward them 
on to the ARRL promptly and you will receive the same membership as if 
you had applied directly. If your ARRL membership has lapsed, call me for 
an “incentive” application (853 5806). Make Checks payable to TARS. 


Hamfest: 

The Hamfest committee met and has started preparations for what we 
hope will be an improved Hamfest. Thanks to Brian VWBSQVR for doing 
most of the work thus far. He has produced flyers and other necessary 
communication that look great! After lengthy discussion in the committee 
and a lot of thought, | have one conclusion about the Hamfest. It's success 
depends on you the TARS members. We have a first class committee who 
are dedicated to putting their time and energy into making the Hamfest 
successful, but without the whole of the membership in support we will do 
little more than break even. Support means helping when requested, we 
know everyone can not agree to every request, but everyone can do 
something. We also need your attendance. TARS is large enough that if 
everyone attended, and brought a friend, we would cover our expenses. 
With the addition of computers you do not have to be a ham to find the 
Hamfest interesting. We intend to reverse the declining trend that has 
occurred over the last few years. Admission has been reduced to $4 and 
tables are FREE. That should create the right environment for success but 
we still need each of you being actively involved to make it tum around. 
There, | know that sounds like preaching and | apologize, especially to the 
members who year in and year out work at the Hamfest, but we as a club 
need to make this something that we pull together on. If we do it will be a 
great success! 


Kenwood Club: 

Don't forget, if you have purchased any Kenwood products that qualify for 
the green rebate form between January 12 and March 20, call me with the 
Mode! and Serial Number and TARS will get Club points that can be 
redeemed for Kenwood demo equipment. 


In commenting on the classes in last months Sparks | forgot to 
mention that Steve KBSIWS was helping out on the CW class. Thanks 
Steve! 


Dues are Due! 


If you have been putting off paying your TARS 95 dues, now is the time, as 
Nike says "just do it". We are going to have some good activities this year 
and we need you back. In case you have forgotten TARS underakes an 
impressive list of activities, See the listing in this issue. As of mid 
February, 1995 membership is 131 with a significant number yet to renew. 


See you at the March meeting, now if | can just find that gavel. 
| bet Marilyn has put it some where..... 


Bill 


de AASMM 


How can we thank Delores enough for all her work on the bingo 
night? Wow, | think she will make out well when the Riverboats 
arrive in Evansville. All that charm she possesses will make her 
an instant winner. And those cupcakes were out of this world. | 
probably didn't say it enough, but thanks Delores for all your 
work. | also need to thank Charlie, NSGWS and Jim, W9CVN for 
their effort in obtaining prizes. 


The 147.150 repeater project is still moving along well. As of 
this time the feedline is on order and should be on a truck 
somewhere between here and Chicago. | have talked with 
Lieutenant Verley at the Evansville State Police post about the 
repairs and will need to get back with him when we schedule the 
installation. Ken Martin, W8MR, and Electronics Research 
Installations will be taking care of the entire project. Many 
thanks Ken for your assistance in the repair project 


The 146.79 repeater codes change over date was pushed back to 
March 10 th due to not being able to get the codes in the last 
Sparks. The repeater 1995 User Codes for the 146.79 repeater 
are: 


1995 User Codes for the 146.79 repeater 


March 10, 1995 


AUTOPATCH 1* Phone Number 

AUTODIAL 1* Slot Number 

EMERGENCY AUTODIAL 
910 WEATHER INFORMATION 425-5549 
911 911 EMERGENCY 426-5511 
912 INDIANA STATE POLICE 425-2266 
913 POSEY COUNTY SHERIFF 838-1320 
914 WARRICK COUNTY SHERIFF 897-6180 
915 SIGECO 464-4750 
916 BMA OFFICE 426-5602 
917 RED CROSS 425-3341 
918 TELEPHONE REPAIR 556-4000 
919 WEATHER EMERGENCY 426-0111 

EXTEND PATCH TIMER **3 

HANGUP # 

S-METER TEST 3 


KEY PAD TEST 5 


The drill will consist of a TEST TORNADO WATCH issued by the NWS 
around 0900 hrs and a TEST TORNADO WARNING at sometime between 
0900 and 1000 hrs. The local EMA would like to have a RACES 

member in their office at the Civic Center to test with ham radio 

operators. If you are interested in helping with this drill 

please call Jane Snelling in the local EMA office. Her phone 

number Is 812-426-5602 during normal business hours. The EMA 

has been very supportive of TARS so if you can please give her a 

call. 


““** HELP PLEASE, **** 


| need your suggestions and support for Programs for 

our meeting nights. Please get with me and let me know what type 
of programs you are Interested in. Also, if you have something 

you would like to present at the meetings “Come On Down”. I'm at 
a loss to find programs that the majority of the members would be 
interested in. 


ARRL ! 


I'm sure Bill, KSLPS, will mention it but | have to also. We 

need to increase the number of our members that are ARRL members. 
Our Club can maintain it's Special Service status only if we have 

a percentage of members that belong to the ARRL. Membership in 
the ARRL Is not that expensive. Remember that ARRL memberships 
benefit our amateur radio hobby by having a powerful body of 
members speaking on our behalf. Join or renew your membership 
through TARS. 
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Cemry 


Severe Weather Drill 


| have received a memo from the Emergency Management Agency about 
the Severe Weather Awareness Week. The Govemor has proclaimed 
March 12 - 18, 1995 as Severe Weather Awareness Week in indiana. 
In order to test the efficiency of waming communications, the 

National Weather Service, State Emergency Management Agency, 
Indiana State Police, Department of Education and Amateur radio 
community will conduct a statewide tomado drill on Wednesday, 

March 15, 1995. 


Red Cross Soccer Tournament 
April 1st & 2nd 


This is our first big event of the year. 


| still need a few more operators 


THIS IS A FUN EVENT 


PLEASE call if you would like to work, then, PLEASE 
call again to confirm even if you have already told 
me. 


TNX 


Charlie 


N9GWS 477-7716 


February club meeting Minutes 


The February club meeting was opened at 7:30 PM , 
on the 9 th, by our President Bill, KSLPS . 


The business portion was very brief, primarily an 
update on the progress being made regarding the 
147.150 improvements. 


We then broke for refreshments: & snacked on 
fantastically good cupcakes, baked for us by Delores 
KASKRD. TNX DELORES! 


After the break, we came back to order , & enjoyed 
our Annual Bingo. It was conducted by AA9MM, 
Terry, with the assistance of Bill KSLPS, and Charlie 
NOGWS. 


There were a lot of good prizes, and they were pretty 
well distributed. 


The meeting was adjourned about 9:45 PM. 


necws Charlie 


Packet News 
John Sennett, N4X\ 


IDEA At the March Hamfest 

Just a reminder, the IDEA gathering at the Hamfest to be held on 12 March 
at the State Fair Grounds in Indianapolis will devote most of the time to the 
demonstration of the Amateur Packet Reporting System (APRS). APRS 
shows the location of participating stations on a map in real time. Plan on 
attending one of the two sessions to be held Sunday moming. 


TAPR Annual Meeting in St. Louis 

The Tucson Amateur Packet Radio Corporation (TAPR) will be holding their 
annual meeting in St. Louis on March 3-5. TAPR was instrumental in 
Starting the packet revolution and making great strides in the development 
of hardware and software for packet. Many of the “names” in packet will 
be attending. Seminars on Forward Error Correction (FEC) techniques and 
Digital Signal Processing (DSP) will be given. 


Countless other topics will be covered in the meeting and special interest 
groups (SIGs), Manufacturers and vendors of new, state-of-the-art 
equipment and software will be present. The main session will begin 
Saturday moming, 8:30 AM, in the theater of the St. Louis Community 
College at Florissant Valley. Don't miss this opportunity! 


Cold Weather Afflicts EVV 


The low temperatures experienced in January took a toll on the EVV node 
Stack as it caused the frequencies of the 440 and 220 radios to shift 
radically. At one point, the 440 radio wasn't even in the pass band of any 
receiver used, Thanks to WR9W, the node returned to operation by 
placing a couple of light bulbs in the cabinet and wrapping the entire unit in 
several layers of insulation. An electronic thermostat is in the process of 
being installed. This will cycle the "heat" as needed and not waste 
electricity. 


Evansville Changed to BPQ 

The Evansville node has been changed from the X1J firmware to the 
G8BPQ switch. What this means is the Evansville packel switch works 
smoother and better than it did before. The change involved adding an 
80286 computer to the system. The 286 now manages all aspects of 


packet operation. 


For those of you on packet using the switch, there is now one alias:call for 
the system: EVV:W90G-2. Commands are the same as they were for X1J 
with a few important differences. To connect on a specific port, you must 
now include a port number in the connect script. For example, if you wish 
to link to KSLPS on the 145.09 1200 baud LAN, first connect to the switch. 
Then type ‘c 3 kSips’. To get a list of the available ports, type 'p' or ‘ports’ 
and press the ENTER key on your terminal. 


The switch now also directly supports an easier way to connect to 
local servers, After connecting to the switch type '‘Iqmbbs' to connect to 
KA9LQM's Full-Service BBS or ‘wxevy to get the current weather from the 
N4XI! Weather Server. It is not necessary to issue a connect command. 
TCP/IP on EVV Coming Soon 


As mentioned last month, an on-air TCP/IP operating system for 
packet will be functional soon. Eventually this will allow the conference 
bridge mentioned in the last issue to become a reality. Once installed, other 
users of TCP/IP in the area will be able to use IP routing through the node. 
User access will be direct or through the BPQ switch. TCP/IP may also 
become a major player in statewide emergency communications. More as 
plans develop. 


Support Your LAN! 

About a year ago | had a series of articles describing the new Evansville 
node stack, EVV has two LAN ports. The port on 145.09 supports 1200 
baud while the port on 445,500 is set up for 9600 baud. TARS has made 
a considerable investment in this venture, and yet very few seem to want to 
Support it despite the initial interest. In the last issue of Sparks one 
individual suggested using 145.05 which is classified as an open frequency 
(i.e., itis not coordinated), If reaching the 145.09 port is a problem, 
Gordon, WR9W, has offered to add a section or two of tower to raise the 
antenna. Evansville's only Full-Service BBS and Weather Server is 
accessible on the LANs. If you are on packet, give it a try. 
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LINEAR AMPLIFIERS, FRIEND OR FOE! PART 1 


In last month's article, | told you about transceivers, good and bad ones, 
this time let's evaluate Linear Amplifiers. 


When it comes down to the final analysis, the basic objective of a linear 
amplifier is to amplify RF. It does nothing more and has no other function. 


In addition, one manufacturer in comparison to another will not make the 
R.F. any better, stronger, clearer, more audible, or cause a noticeable 
difference in the received signal. 


As an example on the receive side of the contact, you would not notice a 
difference between using a $3500 ETO mega monster or a used Heathkit 
$B220 selling for much less. Both amplifiers perform the same basic 
function and they both do it well. Neither does it better than the other. 
They amplify R.F. !! 


To strain our brains for a while, we will use a little bit of math. Some 
simple math to prove a point with power. Most transceivers on the market 
offer you 100 to 200 watts output. What do you gain with a kW. amplifier 
in terms of signal strength on the receive end of the contact. 


If you double the 100 watts to 200 watts, you get a 3db gain and your 
signal raised ONE HALF OF 1 S unit. Again, doubling power raises your 
signal ONE HALF OF 1S UNIT ON THE RECEIVE END. 


Doubling again to 400 watts will raise you another half S unit, and 800 
watts will raise still another half S unit. 1600 watts for the sake of simplicity 
brings your signal up still another half of an S unit. So let's see, we have 
raised our signal two and a half S units, spent close to $2000, and were 
able to make the other guy's S meter move more. A more practical 
comparison when using effective high gain antenna systems is that you will 
see about a 10 to 15 db increase in signal strength. That is if you are 
already 10 to 20 db over with the station with which you are 
communicating. Turning on more power may raise your signal between 25 
and 35 db over on the receiving station's S meter, SO WHAT!!! 


You are already loud and strong at these levels, being louder and stronger 
serves no purpose, USE THE MINIMUM AMOUNT OF POWER 
NECESSARY! That is an FCC rule and many people ignore it. 


Those of you that have operated Field Day in the past, ever notice that the 
Field Day stations have no linear amps???? Ever notice how we work all 
over the country without them??? 

Do you notice we use high gain antennas??? If we can accomplish this, 
why have an amplifier? 


There are instances when they can be used in an effective way, During 
times of poor band conditions, high static levels, and for DX work. AS 
many of you know DX is one of my major interests, and | do use my two 
Drake L4B amps to their fullest capacity. 


On other occasions it is to everyone else's advantage to leave it off, or use 
it on a limited basis. It makes very little sense for me to use 400 watts on 
two meters to talk to some one a few miles away. It makes even less 
sense to talk to a local ham on twenty meters with 1 KW plus into the 
antenna. 


In consideration of the cost factor of a good amplifier, you may wish to give 
some thought to the used markel. Remember, the basic function of a 
linear amp. Then think about the price tag that is hanging on the model 
you are eyeballing. 


Part 2 of this series will list quite a number of Amps, both new and used. 
Then decide for yourself. Good luck in your search. 


sill 


K4LRX 


QRP NEWS 


Hopefully you have liked some of what you've heard so far 
and want to learn more about QRP rigs. 


You have several choices when it comes to owning a QRP rig. 
For many of us, part of the fun is in building it. It is still 
possible to buy parts and go it on your own. 


One method of construction is called "ugly bug". Here you 
solder components directly to one another over a printed 
circuit board. It is cheap, looks bad and works great. 
Especially good for trying out new circuits. 


An easier way is to copy a construction article from a 
magazine. You may have noticed a list of printed circuit board 
providers accompanying the article. For a small fee you buy 
the board and scrounge your own parts. Not a bad way to go, 
if you have a large junk box and some time to shop around. 


| would rather buy a kit and get on with the building and 
operating phase. There are several providers of kits. These 
suppliers are not the big outfits that Heath used to be so don't 
expect to see big ads for their wares. You have to seek them 
out, It has been my experience that they provide pretty good 
kits, but not a lot of detail on how to go about the 
construction. 


A first timer can do it, but may need some help. Some of the 
rigs are complex and can involve 200-300 parts. In this type 
of a project, itis easy to mix up a resistor value and cause 
hours of agony. 


If you are new at construction, a simple rig can help to hone 
your skills and build confidence. 


A simple transmitter can be crystal controlled and consist of 
only a couple of transistors. They work pretty good but if you 
are stuck on one frequency, it is hard to find a QSO. | find 
this fun but, sometimes it is too challenging. 


A simple direct conversion receiver would probably be a more 
rewarding first project. Few parts and amazing results. 


Ten-Tec has a very simple kit, that will really surprise you with 
results. 


A direct conversion receiver is about the simplest type you can 
build, except for super regenerative. It has some of the purest 
sounds of any receiver. The down side is, it will hear a signal 
on both sides of the center frequency resulting in a lot of 
QRM. 


Most of you are used to the super hetrodyne rigs which 
involve more parts. | am not aware of a super het receiver, 
only, kit. Many of the better transceiver kits do use this 
type of receiver. 


Next month we will discuss transceivers using both types of 


receivers. 
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John, W9FHA 


TRI STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


\. TARS, founded in 1947, is affiliated with ARRL and is a ARRL Special 


Service Club. 


‘, Our goals are to provide a service to our community and Tri state 


ea 


area while still providing our 150 members with interesting amateur 
radio activities and camaraderie. 


We maintain two repeaters 146.79 and 147.15 which provide good 
coverage of the Tri-State area. 


An Autopatch with access to Evansville, Newburgh, Boonville, New 
Harmony, Mt. Vernon, Chandler, McCutchanville, St. Joseph, St. Philip 
and Elberfeld is on the 146.79 Repeater. 


\ A Voice Mail Box is available on the 147.15 Repeater allowing 


members to leave voice messages for later play back by the intended 
recipient. 


TARS sponsors the Evansville node on the Packet Network. User 
access to the network is available on 145.09 at 1200 Baud and 445.5 
at 9600 Baud. 


In addition TARS operates a Digipeater on 145.05 for local contacts 
and emergency use. 


TARS sponsors an ATV repeater on 70 cm that provides coverage for 
the Tri state area. (input 439.25, output 427.25) 


TARS provides close cooperation with various emergency organizations. 


Emergency Management Agency with participation in disaster 
practice exercises. 


American Red Cross by providing support for both emergency and 
other communication needs. 


TARS maintains a fully equipped amateur station at the Red Cross 
offices. 


£, National Weather Service by placing an amateur operator at the NWS 


to distribute and collect weather data during severe storms. 


‘. TARS holds monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month 


which gives us a chance to share experiences, have some fun and be 
updated on some aspect of amateur radio. Last year meetings 
included: a used equipment auction, bingo, EME, a tour of a local 
cable TV facility, talk by the President of the ARRL, ATV demonstration, 
DX activity and the Christmas Dinner. 


-. TARS provides communication support to many area community 


activities such as: Red Cross Soccer Tournament, Welborn Soccer 
Toumament, Freedom Festival Parade, Thunder on the Ohio 

Race, Freedom Festival Balloon event, Lighted Boat Parade and 
Fireworks Display on July 4th, Drums on the Ohio, Fall Festival Parade, 
Diabetes Association Walk, Evansville Bike Ride, and assistance to the 
Henderson Amateur Radio Club on the Shrine Club Christmas Parade. 


’, TARS holds a regional Hamfest at the Vanderburgh County 4H Center 


in early June which is well attended with a grand prize and hourly 
prizes. There is good representation by commercial dealers as well as 
lots of table space. 


’. TARS operates a Field Day station (for both contacts and fun). TARS 


members also support the Boy Scout Jamboree on the Air. 


‘\, The club holds a number of classes to heip individuals obtain their first 


license or upgrade their license. 


 VE's provide test sessions which are coordinated with the classes (over 


60 new licenses were attained in 1994) as well as special exams upon 
request. 


TARS provided communication for the 1993 Habitat For Humanity 
home building “blitz" and will do so again in 1995. 
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DE K5LPS 


It was great to see the good turnout for 
the March Meeting. We certainly must 
have witnessed an all-time first. Never 
before has a review of HAMFEST 
planning drawn applause! It had to be 
Brian's WBSQVR enthusiasm plus skill 
at involving everyone, that made the 
presentation go so well. Great job 
Brian! We have the ability to have a 
first class HAMFEST. Let's continue to 
support the committee and the 
HAMFEST. 


The Program by Gordon WRSW on 
Scouting and ham radio was interesting 
and enlightening. The Scouting 
program is an excellent place to create 
the exposure which will lead to 
Amateur Radio. If you can help with 
this program, let Gordon know. Thanks 
Gordon for putting on the program! 


a | iy kb oY a 

CLUB NOTES 
Welcome to new members: 
Gene Cleary (Passed Tech + at the 
TARS VE exam March 4th, and 
received callsign KE4WYR) , Tom 
Dickerson WAOOTU ( Tom Dickerson's 
father who is relocating here from 
MO.), Joe Hollinden NSWYH, Jim Lewis 
KF9XJ, Mike Zeller (Passed Tech at 
the same VE exam and received the 
call KB9JQY). 


A belated welcome to Ray Rhoades 
N9PDK whom we failed to mention in 
an earlier Sparks. 


Membership is pushing toward the 150 
level. A listing of all 1995 members is 
included in this copy of Sparks. We 
would like the list to be accurate so if a 
correction is needed, give me a call 
853-8506. 


ARRL Membership - 

Thanks to all who have joined ARRL 
through TARS. We have received the 
processing fee for a number of new 
and returning ARRL memberships, 
please continue to renew in this way. 
We met the goal for Special Service 
Club designation for 1995 with over 
50% ARRL membership. | would 
encourage anyone who is not a ARRL 
member to reconsider. It is easy to 
have some issue that you feel the 
league took the wrong position on, but 
if you look back over the history of 
amateur radio, it is very probable that 
we would have few, if any, of the VHF 
and UHF bands we have today without 
the League's defense. If we all 
belonged we would have an even 
stronger defense. | see the new 
Budget being "debated" in Washington 
has a few Billion dollars projected from 
frequency auctions. Hope they are not 


ours! The League is the best way to 
protect our interest! 


ARRL President's status - 

Here is the latest word on George 
Wilson's condition (as of 3/23/95). 
George will be transferred from Virginia 
to the Owensboro - Davies Co. 
Hospital's, Transition Unit by air 
ambulance as soon as his fever has 
subsided. George is carrying on 
conversation, and eating solid food with 
an occasional Diet Coke thrown in. 
Remarkable progress has been made 
although there is still a long way to go, 


Rare DX uses our Autopatch - 

A extremely rare DX station (so rare 
there was no listing the callbook) was 
heard using the 6.79 Autopatch. The 
Call consisted of only three letters. If 
anyone knows of the rare country who 
issues such calls, let us know, we want 
to QSL. We can beat K4LRxX to this 
one... seriously, please use your 
complete call, said slow enough to 
be understood, at the beginning 
and end of Autopatch use. The FCC 
may have vanity call signs, but that 
doesn't mean we can make up 
our own. 


Guide wire, what's that? - 

Occasionally | hear the term guide 
wire. What is it? It isn't in Webster's 
or the ARRL hand book. Is it anything 
like a guy wire? Inquiring minds want 


to know! 


Sparks Bulk Mailing - 

We have been looking into using our 
non-profit status to mail Sparks. It 
looks like we can cut the mailing cost in 
half but it does take more time to 
prepare and may take a day or two 
longer in delivery. We will try it this 
month. If we are successful, we will 
brag next month. 


Speaking of mailing, we have cases 
of Sparks not being received, and in 
at least one case | am certain it was 
mailed. If you hear of anyone who 
missed their Sparks, have them call 
me, | would like to know so we can 
send another copy plus | would like 
to try to find out why the first copy 
didn't get through. 


April Meeting 

Bring your 2M handheld to the April 
Meeting. If we have time, we may 
"practice" a mini-contest that we would 
hold at the HAMFEST. 


Thanks; 

Thanks to John W9FHA for operating 
from the National Weather Service 
during the Tornado Weather Drill and 
Wayne N9XXZ for acting as net control. 
Great job guys! Thanks to all who 
checked in. 


Thanks also to Jason NORTB for 
handling the Mock Disaster Drill, and to 


those who supported him. 


73 
Bill 


Minutes 


The March 9th meeting opened at 
7:30PM by Bill KSLPS. 


After intros, Terry AASMM gave an 
update on the 147.150 repeater 
improvement schedule; all parts are in, 
and now, it is a co-ordination matter. 


A discussion on the Hamfest was led 
by Brian, WB9QVR. The planning is 
pretty well jelled at this point. 


Announcements were made by Hal, 
WBOFNN, and Charlie, NSGWS, about 
the Red Cross "MOCK" Tornado Drill. 
The drill was held on Saturday, March 
11th, at the U.S.1. Campus. 


The emphasis was on youth 
participation. 


Club member, Jason Marsh, NSRTB 
was in charge of communications and 
did an excellent job. 


We took a brief break for 
refreshments. 


Gordon WR9W then took the floor and 
outlined the JOTA (Jamboree On The 
Air). 


THIS IS A WEEKEND LONG EVENT, 
set up to allow Scouts to become 
familiar with Amateur 

Radio operating, with our assistance. 
There are two planned locations; 


1)"Garden of the Gods" area in 
southern Ill. 
2) The 4H center here in town 


The dates planned are Oct 21,& 22. 


Gordon will need a lot of help, 
but it is NOT work. It will be fun for 
everyone. Give Gordon a call, & 
volunteer ! 


Bill, KSLPS closed the meeting at 
9:15PM. 


Charlie 


N9GWS 


DE AASMM 
HAMFEST 


There is a lot of planning going into the 
TARS Hamfest this year, with several 
members forming a Hamfest 
Committee. 


Many new ideas are being discussed, 
and new activities being explored. If 
you have an idea for the Hamfest 
please let the committee know. Also 
they will need lots of help so let's all 
get involved and lend a hand to the 
committee. 


147.150 UPGRADE 

Finally all the parts are in for the 
upgrade to the 147.15 repeater. Now 
all we have to do is coordinate with 
Electronics Research, the Indiana State 
Police in Indianapolis and the 
Evansville Post for a time to effect 
repairs. 


We will try to hold the down time for 
the repeater to a minimal. Many things 
will have to fall in place and if all goes 
well we may only be down a couple of 
days. There may be little time to notify 
TARS members of the machine going 
down due to scheduling problems. 
When the date is known | will put a 
voice mail message on the repeater of 
the expected date and down time. 


Thanks Gordon 

WROW, for the scouting presentation 
at the March meeting. Being the 
Scrooge that | am, | was reluctant to 
accept 

his invitation to help with the scouts last 
fall. Well, BP (better known as Bob 
Pointer, AKA = N9XAW) shamed me 
into going. No better yet he almost had 


to drag me screaming and yelling all 
the way. What a pleasant surprise was 
in store for me that sunny 

day. Several of my ham buddies were 
there along with... say 60 or so scouts 
of assorted ages. | know you may find 
this hard to believe, but | really had a 
great time! No joke, O| Scrooge had a 
good time with 60 kids around. I'm sure 
Gordon will need extra hams for next 
falls outing at Garden of the Gods, 

This truly is a great time and | urge 
each of you to attend. 


APRIL MEETING 

For the April meeting we will have the 
pleasure of Dan Mitchell, NSAPA, 
talking with us about evaluation of used 
equipment. Dan,being the head Guru 
of the Ham Station, has had plenty of 
experience in the evaluation of used 
equipment. With the big Dayton 
HamVention coming in April this will be 
a great time to talk with Dan about 
used equipment. 


CLASSES 

Another great job by Keith, AASKQ, in 
the last Novice and No Code 
instructional school. Several people 
attended and almost all came out with 
a new or upgraded license. Lets 
see... WOW, 

Keith | think that brings your totals up 
to 73 new hams, not to mention the 
upgrades. Congratulations Keith for a 
continued job well done. , 


When you see him, slap him on the 
back and congratulate him. (Make 
the slap hard too! ) 


73 


Terry 
DE NORTB 


| would like to thank all of those who 
participated in the Mock Disaster Drill 
at U.S.1 on Saturday, March 11, 1995. 


Overall the drill went well. We did find 
a few problems, but that was the whole 
purpose of this activity. 


| would like to thank: Jim 
Marsh(NSWYK), Pauline Marsh 
(N9ZEG), Mike Palmer (NSRAH), Mike 
Brenner (N9RAE), Chris Lantaff 
(KESYK), Charlie Apfelstadt 
(NSGWS), Ken Molinet (NSYAH), 
Randy Jobe (N9YAI), Brian Esche 
(WBSQVR), Terry Brooks (AASMM), 


and all of those listening. 


There will be more events coming up 
this summer that everyone may help 
out with. 


Thanks again, 


Jason 
NORTB 


VE NEWS 


Congratulations 

to the following for their hard earned 
success at the March 4th test session 
at the Red Cross 


FIRST LICENSES 


Eugene Cleary - TECH + 
Charles Golday - Tech 
Diane Lynch - Tech 
Louis Zeller - Tech 
Loraine Garner - Tech 


UPGRADES 


James Lewis KF9XJ > EXTRA 
Robert Pointer NSXAW > ADVANCED 
Scott Hubble N9PDI > TECH + 
Nicholas Harlan NSWYG > TECH + 


"Evansville Rag 


Chewers Net" 


meets Monday thru Friday starting at 
1330 z until 1400 z on simplex 
frequency of 146.58. Net control is 
N9OXXZ Wayne Wilzbacher. 

This net was set up for first and third 
shift mobile operators to have contact 
with a base station during bad weather 
to and from work. 


The Evansville Rag Chewers Net was 
started December 1, 1994 . On this date 
we had 8 check-ins and has grown to 20 
to 25 check-ins daily. N9XXZ has two 
back up Net Control operators, if he is 
unable to hold the net, they are N9ZEL 
Phil on the west side of Evansville and 
also KASHIR Richard in the downtown 
area. 

We have check-ins from MT. 
Carmel Ill, Wayne City Ill, and Sullivan 
Ky, to our south. To the north east we 
have check- ins from Standel In. also. 
During the Ice storm last winter KAQSHIR 
started the Net up at 4 am and 
Phil N9ZEL helped run the net until 
N9XXZ took over as net control at 7:30 
am. We did have a lot of accidents 
reported, and net control passed traffic 
to the police. 


With Spring and Summer months 
coming, and the possibility of severe 
weather, Evansville Rag Chewers Net 
will be there to help! 


During the last state wide drill W9FHA 
was at the National Weather Service 
and N9XXZ helped with our net and our 
full time coverage of the 147.150 severe 
weather net. 


| would like to invite all Amateurs 
to check in with us in the morning while 
your having your first cup of coffee . 
Best of 73's 


NOXXZ Wayne 


LINEAR AMPLIFIERS - PART 2 


Last month we discussed linear amplifiers in general, the 
advantages of having one, and the overall gain you will get 
from a power increase. This month | would like to list some of 
the available linears on the market, and tell you what | think 
about them. 


ALPHA 87A BY ETO: 


If you want the top of the line amplifier, the one that does it all, 
the ultimate machine, the dream amp. You may wish to give 
some thought to this well designed and overpriced box. All of 
the Alpha line amps are built like a tank. They feature full 
monitoring with bar graph indicators and 1500 watts output. 


You may never have to buy another amplifier ever. You may 
have to replace tubes (a pair of 3CX800A7's), if you take care 
of them, in about ten years. There is no tuning on this model, 
and it features 1 second band change and memory antenna 
tuner. 


If you feel you must have one of these and have the money, 
almost $4500, then by all means make a dash to the Ham 
Station. | would prefer to spend that amount on a good 
transceiver and a lesser amount on an amplifier. 


AMERITRON: 


| had the opportunity to peek inside some of the Ameritron 
products at Dayton Hamvention. | was impressed with this 
product. Mainly by their construction. They are solid, well 
built amplifiers, no junk. From the top of the line AL-1500 to 
the bottom of the line AL-811 this company is out to get your 
dollars. Prices range from a low of $649 to $2625. They have 
two more models ranging in price from under $2000 to slightly 
over $2000. If you are in the market for a reliable linear, give 


them a hard look. 
DRAKE: 


Although Drake does not build amateur gear any longer, Drake 
gear is still available an the used market. Drake made the L4, 
L4B, and L7 models, many of which can be had for a modest 
price. Product support is still available for Drake gear, and 
service is available if you need it. There are only minor 
changes in the three models which Drake produced. All 
Drake's amplifiers use the 3-500Z tubes and produce 1kW. 
output. In addition, they do not cover the W.A.R.C. bands. 
They do however, work without modification on the ten meter 
band. 


HEATHKIT: 


Heathkit produced several models of good amplifiers, the SB 
200, SB 220, and the SB 230, all of which did a superb job for 
the money. There are a few precautions to take with Heathkit. 
You may not be able to secure parts in a few years. Second, 
look inside before you buy, then give it some thought. Many a 
Heathkit had poor construction jobs done on them, and some 
were even assembled with acid core solder. 

The above mentioned models produce 600 to 1000 watts 
output. They do not cover the 30, 17, and 12 meter bands. 
They do work without modification on the ten meter band. 


KENWOOD TL 922: 


As | have stated in the past, Kenwood makes some nice gear, 
this amplifier is no exception to the rule. A pair of 3-500Z's 
are used in the finals to produce 1500 watts output. This 
model has a nice design, but will not operate QSK mode. For 
some reason it was felt be Kenwood, this was not necessary. 


Sorry | have to disagree with them. It makes no sense to 
make a top of the line 950 SDX transceiver with QSK and the 
matching amplifier, without that feature. Even so you may 
wish to consider this well built and reliable unit from the 
Kenwood line. 


TEN TEC: 


The Titan amplifier is Ten Tec's top of the line unit, and indeed 
it is a very hefty and high priced item. This amp does feature 
QSK and a pair of 3CX800 tubes which produce 1500 watts 
output. 


Although you may purchase this and other Ten Tec gear at 
factory direct prices, the hefty asking price of over $3000 is 
not much incentive. 


Ten Tec's other entries are a 1300 PEP Centurion using 
3-500Z tubes and a solid state 550 watt unit called the 
Hercules 2. 


Ten Tec by offering factory direct sales leaves little desire for 
dealers such as the Ham Station to handle their products. 
Being one of the few American made products and the close 
proximity of the Ten Tec plant is a big plus in selecting one of 
their amplifiers. 


SOLID STATE VERSUS TUBES: 


Tube type amplifiers have been standard for years in the Ham 
Radio world. Only recently have a few solid state entries 
made the scene, and yes they carry a big price tag by 
comparison. 


Tubes are more forgiving than their solid state counterparts. 
Lightning and static discharges will not cause you any grief 
with a tube amp in most cases. Tuning problems do not exist 
with a solid state amp but proper antenna matching may be a 
bigger problem with solid state than with a tube type. | have 
used solid state amplifiers up to 1500 watts in Television 
broadcast applications and have had very little to no problem 
with them. 


Let's face the facts, solid state will become a full reality in the 
next few years. Solid state will replace tubes for ham radio 
amplifier usage within the next ten years or less. So, do you 
buy it now or wait till later, that choice is yours. 


Standby 


Bill 


K4LRX 


QRP NEWS 


When it comes to QRP | immediately think of 
portable operation. Of course it can be done at home, but 
battery power, the great outdoors at a QUIET location and 
QRP is mything. | don't want a bunch of wires and boxes to 
hook up, so a transceiver is the way | prefer to go. The 
November 1994 issue of QST described 3 QRP rigs. Two of 
them were transceivers. The other article described a 1/2 
watt transmitter using a single IC...neat! The first rig is crystal 
controlled and can be built from akit for about $40.00. The 
other rig was a superhet, VFO controlled rig and the kit is only 
$50. | worked a station in Hartford, Ct. using one and he 
sounded great. 


My favorite rig, on 30 mtrs, (it can be put on 40 mtrs) is similar 
to the W7EL rig described in recent issues of the ARRL 
Handbook. It features QSK, RIT, audio filtering and has a 
built-in keyer. Output is 1500 mw and | have worked many 
States with it and some DX. This kit was purchased from Oak 
Hills Research (OHR) for $120. My other rig, also from OHR, 
runs 5 watts on 20 and 40. It has xtal and audio filtering, 
built-in keyer, QSK and a superhet receiver. I've worked into 
Europe, South America and most states with it. This rig cost 
about $200. 


The least expensive factory built rigs that | know of, are by 
MFJ. They are very popular on 40 and 20 and do a very nice 
job for about $180. Other full featured transceivers run from 
$599, for the Index Labs rig, to over $1000 for the TenTec 
Argonaut Il. As you can see, it can be a very expensive or a 
cheap way to have fun. At any rate, you won't have any 
complaints about TV! or RFI when you run QRP. 


A good antenna is important, but need not be anything super. 
At home, | use a center fed 80 mtr Zepp, at 45 feet, fed with 
450 ohm line through an old Johnson Match Box. 


When in the RV, | use a "Texas Bug Catcher" mounted on the 
hitch. | also carry dipoles, and an assortment of wire for 
experimenting. 


So much for talk, 
lets do something! 


If you would like to build a rig, we could do it as a group 
project. | am willing to get your ideas, do the leg work to 
come up with a project. Or, we can have a gathering throw up 
some wire and check out some rigs. Let me know your 
desires. 


One of the more popular QRP clubs (Amateur Radio Club 
International) is having a contest on April 8 & 9. Listen around 
7.040 or 14.060 for the contesters. 


72 John worva 


ARRL BULLETINS 


QST DE WiAW 

ARRL BULLETIN 29 ARLBO29 
FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 
NEWINGTON CT MARCH 28, 1995 
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS 


SB QST ARL ARLB029 
ARLB029 ENFORCEMENT SAID DISMAL 


ENFORCEMENT SAID "DISMAL" 


THE ARRL HAS TOLD THE FCC THAT ITS RECENT TRACK RECORD IN 
AMATEUR SERVICE RULES ENFORCEMENT HAS BEEN "DISMAL." 


IN COMMENTS ON AN FCC PROPOSAL TO ADOPT A STANDARDIZED 
SCHEDULE OF MONETARY FORFEITURES (FINES) FOR RULES 
VIOLATIONS IN ALL SERVICES, 


THE LEAGUE SAID THAT WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN ONLY A FEW 
CASES IN THE AMATEUR SERVICE WHERE PROMPT ENFORCEMENT 
ACTION WAS NEEDED "BADLY AND QUICKLY,” THE NECESSARY 
ACTION DID NOT TAKE PLACE "DESPITE REPEATED (FCC) 
PROMISES." 


THE ARRL SAID THAT THE COMMISSION HAS PROBABLY ARRIVED 
AT A REASONABLE FORFEITURE SCHEDULE BUT THAT 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SCHEDULE IS "THE MORE PRESSING 
MATTER." THE LEAGUE SAID THAT AT ISSUE WERE WHETHER THE 
FINES_WERE SUFFICIENT TO 


(1) CAUSE RECIPIENTS TO NOT VIOLATE A PARTICULAR RULE IN 
THE FUTURE, AND 
(2) DETER OTHERS FROM VIOLATING THE SAME RULE. 


THE ARRL SAID THAT THE FORFEITURE PROCEEDING (IN Cl 
DOCKET 95-6) SHOULD BE FAR BROADER, TO INCLUDE A REVIEW 
OF THE OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS OF MONETARY FORFEITURES 
AS AN ENFORCEMENT TOOL, GIVEN 


THAT AS PRESENTLY USED SUCH FORFEITURES ARE OFTEN 
EITHER IGNORED OR CONTESTED. 


THE LEAGUE SAID THAT IN THE FEW CASES OF AMATEUR RULES 
VIOLATIONS IN RECENT YEARS, FCC PROMISES OF ACTION HAVE 
GONE UNKEPT AND THE PROBLEMS PERSIST VISIBLY. THE ARRL 
SUGGESTED THAT FORFEITURE AMOUNTS FOR AMATEUR RULES 
VIOLATIONS BE ADHERED TO (INSTEAD OFGREATLY REDUCED) AND 
THAT COLLECTION EFFORTS BE CARRIED THROUGH. 


NNNN 


SB PROP ARL ARLPO14 
ARLP014 PROPAGATION DE KT7H 


SOLAR FLUX AVERAGED ABOUT 10 POINTS HIGHER THIS WEEK 
THAN LAST. COMBINED WITH QUIET GEOMAGNETIC CONDITIONS, 
THIS GENERATED GOOD CONDITIONS. 


PROPAGATION SHOULD REMAIN GOOD THROUGH THE WPX SSB 
CONTEST THIS WEEKEND. A RECURRING CORONAL HOLE MAY 
AFFECT THE END OF THE CONTEST, ALTHOUGH THE FULL FORCE 
PROBABLY WON'T BE FELT UNTIL MONDAY. 


AFTER THIS WEEKEND THE SOLAR FLUX SHOULD STAY IN THE 
MID-80S OVER THE NEXT MONTH, WITH ANOTHER POSSIBLE 
DISTURBANCE AROUND APRIL 9. 


SUNSPOT NUMBERS FOR MARCH 16 THROUGH 22 WERE 19, 33, 71, 
69, 63, 68 AND 83, WITH A MEAN OF 58. 10.7 CM FLUX WAS 84.2, 
83.4, 91.8, 84.2, B98, 90 AND 93.5, WITH A MEAN OF 88. 


THE PATH PROJECTION FOR THIS WEEK IS FROM MIDDLE OF THE 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES TO FRANCE. 


80 METERS LOOKS GOOD FROM 0030 TO 0630Z, AND 40 METERS 
FROM 2330 TO 0730. CHECK 30 METERS FROM 2130 TO 0500, AND 
20 METERS FROM 1330 TO 2200. 17 METERS SHOULD BE OPEN 
FROM 1700 TO 2000. ON SOME DAYS 15 METERS MAY BE OPEN 
FROM 1800 TO 2000. 12 AND 10 METERS DO NOT LOOK GOOD AT 
THIS TIME. 


NNNN 
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ARSC Nerang EE a (cS 
K4KS!I _|C. “Doc” _j Kissinger M.D Sie ba San Main ST, Henderson 


TARS 1995 Roster 3/27/95 


KD4ASX_|Ron [Kiutey [2359 Dundonnell Dr. [Henderson |KY| 42420] 502-826-7373 
NSNBV_[Anthony [Krause __|7500 Broadview [Newburgh IN| 47690] @5s-7602_ | 36 


NaLOH [Jeny___[Lamastis [S210 Swatford Rd _______[Evansvue [IN| 47710] 422-0842 _ | 739 
KESYK [Chris _|tantaff___[22N.KelseyAve________|Evansvile [IN| 47713] _a735082_| 11 
WASIVE [Jenn We [tenn [207 Vigna ________[Evansvile IN| e771] _az-5001_| 80] 


[lewis P.O Box29 [Washington IN| 47501] 254-6643 |__| 

NOXYC [Philip |Lowery___|POBS4ShonSt______[Maunie [IL | __62861| 676-066-2544 |_| 
KASHIR [Richard |Lyneh Jr |S0BE.linoss___—_—_—~ivansvile IN| 47711] 44-9385 | 23 
KB9GMH [Jef Lyons [S819 CiementAve_______|Evansvite_|IN | 47720] 423-0291 _| 89] 
WOSHUN [Geneva [Marsh [5209 Winging Way _______|Evansvile [IN| 47711] 476-9389 _| 98 
WaNJE um Marsh |5208 Winding Way ________[Evansvile IN| 47711] 476-9358 |_| 
NORTB [Jason [Marah |5505 Hogue Ra. ______[Evansvile |W | 47712] 425-7083 | 5a 
NW |i iMarsh__|S505Hogue Ra. |Evansvile IN| 47712] 425-7093 | 54] 
NSZEG —|Pauine _|Marsh [5505 Hogue Rd. [Evansvile [IN| _a7712| 425-7083 | 54 
wan — [Ken [Marin [205 Market St PO BOX 128 |Keensburp i | 62852] 616-208-2765 | 41 
WWaFMW [Jack [Mathes __|721S Meadow Rd ___—_—_—_‘[Evansvile IN| 47715] 477-2516 | 115 
NBJCA [Cans [Matthews 2513 Ravenswood Dr ______|Evansvile IN| 47714] 476-2640 | 50 
RS — sey [Mauna — [5 Reverand oe [Etanams—[W[—a77¥4]—areaoeo | 9 
NONXZ [Rolie [Matthews _|POBOX 131 ___—_—~—=*d beri | _a7oT3| 983-4179] 42] 
INaxXK [John __[MeCormek [517 Thombery Or ______[Evansvile_|IN| 47710] 424-6364 | _24 
fwaem — [cietord_[MeGuyer [2900 East Oak St Evansvile [IN [a7?¥4-173| 476-7483 | 51 
IKBSGNM [Aaron _|MeLain [2816 Fourth Ave. _____Evansvile IN| _477¥0| 422-8459 | 58 
KBSGNL [Greg [McLain [2516 N Fourth Ave ______|Evansvitle IN| 7710] 422-8459 _| 56 
INOW [Douglas |Mikolasek [317 Manene Or [Evansvile [IN| 47712] 423-8187 _| 38 
Pas a ee 
NSYAH [Ken Moinet [11714 Tere ane _______[Evansvile IN| 47712) 985-9908_| 22 
WOBEDH [Jimmy [Moore 4611 Pine Or |Newburgh_ IN| 47630] 853-6848 | 52 
fAGaRI_|emest_|Morgan [251 Blue Ridge Dr_______[Henderson [KY] _42420| S02 625 6720 |__| 
INSDEO [Harold __|Muensterman [3315 Alen Road |Evansvile IN| 7720] _zs-ste2 | 118 
NOGFW[Mehael [O'Grady __|9529 Eastake _______|Wadesvile [IN [47636-71| 985-2373 _| 140] 
[Ole |950 South Michael Biv |Evansvile IN| 47715 _477-6911_|_37| 

Menact [Palmer _|6431Naton R&.________[MtVemon IN |47620-826 985-2087 | 7 
Piettscher _|7611 Telephone Road [Newburgh IN| 47630] _85%-5110__| _46| 


[Prettscher __|7611 Telephone Road ‘(Newburgh [IN| _47630| 853-5110 | 46] 

fAASKO[KethW. [Philips _—*(2700SelzerRd_—=S=Evansvile (IN| 47712] 425-3012 | 57 
INSXAW [Robert __[Pointer___|1614KellerSt____—_—=—«sEvansvile_—(IN|| 47710] 425-2118 | 132| 
INSzHD [David ____[Pribble [6867 OakGroveRd __—*(Newburgh_ IN| 47630] esa-64aq | 138 
KSHCE |Geofirey _|Pruden [816 Culen Ave. __——_—~ivanavine (IN| 47715] 477-0262 | 56] 
WB9VSO [Elvin [Reed _—_—_—*([12625 Wildwood Dr__—=—=S=*Evansvile (IN| 47713] 867-2065 | 59] 
NSPDK _ |Ray Rhoades 8668 Vann Rd Newburgh [IN| 47630) 853-3927 | 141] 
NTN Alvord Blvd _———~(evanswite|iN'| 47711] 476-0538 | 60] 


731 Chateau Dr [Evansville IN|  47715| 477-1184 | 119 
4813 Sylvan Road [indianapolis |IN [46208-2141 | 317-291-0756 
12247 Browning Rd [Evansville |IN| 47711] 867-3489 6 


ae a a 
KB9EIN [Richard Jr | Schaefer [1037E Mulbery St.  =——s—s[Evansville [IN| 47714] 424-9508 43 
INSNCG [Richard'Sr_|Schaefer [1037 E. Mulbeny St ___—(evansvile [IN| 477¥4| 424-9508 | 43 


Douglas Schmeing 110 E Tennesee St jEvansvile IN| 47711] 422-8258 


(IN| 47710] 426-2003 


[Evansvile IN| 47714] 477-0501 | 45] 

Lamar IN| 47560] 612-544-2512 |__| 
[Newburgh _|IN |47630-327| 653-1912 | 62] 
IKASKRD [Delores __|Shoptaugh [2844 TeriLane [Newburgh in| 47630] 858-9450 | 69 
KASKRE [Jim [Shoptaugh [2844 TeriLane [Newburgh IN| 47630] 858.9450 | 69] 
WGI [Morton __|Siverman [1121 Bonnie View Drive ___[Evansvile_|IN| 47715) 476-2964 _| 70 
WaFHA [John 0. __|Small____[8505 Whetstone Rd, ____—_—‘(evansvile IN| 771i] _ee7-7058_| _71| 
KAOZMF |Gas____|Stamps [127 Locust St __—_—_—_—_[Evansvile_|IN| 47708] 424-9452 |_| 
NSYPM _[Witiam __|Stofler [1107 MarshallAve_____—‘[Evansvile_ IN| _47714|move 423-1832) __| 
WSKIE [Harold Stovall (I30E MiRG = =——sEvansville [IN| 47711] 421-1885 72 


KASOWT [Ralph E- [Turpen _—«([47 19 Norbounne Way Evansville [IN 424-6477 27 


[Georgel. [Utley 6017 Oakhill Rd [Evansville {IN|  47711| 477-0708 
WASOCO|Georme A [Vanada 5711 W. Hwy. 66 [Newburgh IN| 47630] B53-9421 | 63] 


KOSTX [Ralph [Waldo [4605 Middle Mt. Vernon Rd___[Evansvile IN| _a7712| _425-3841_| 7 


Wei [10206 Darmatact Re, ______[Evansvile_|IN |47710-508|— 8a7-3088 | _75| 
Wer [6535 Outer Lncoin [Newburgh IN| 47630] _ 653-2006 | 93 
Garlan (Wie) Wison [7155 Walden Ra [Newburgh IN| 47630] 58-7206 | #6] 
Hal (Wison _|11555 Lameys Lane Evansvile IN| 47713] 887-3181 | 73 


KSTJM  |Vaughn M | Wilson 11412 Smith Diamond Rd. [Mt Vernon |IN| 47620) 985-2627 
NSXYA _ |Janet Wilzbacher —/400 Stanley Ave [Evansville [IN 47713| 421-1112 | 85] 
N9XXZ__|Wayne Wilzbacher 400 Stanley Ave Evansville IN| 47714] 421-1112 | 85 


KSJSK | Paul \Wurtz |3404 Stratford Rd Evansville {IN | 47710| 423-8786 80 
KBSJQY |Mike \Zeller Ri Box 298-8 MtVermon  |IN | 47620| 985-5883 
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jill w90G 


TRI-STATE 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE 


Events 


March 11th Mock Disaster Drill (Races/EMA) 
April 1 and 2 Red Cross soccer tournament 
May 13 14 Welborn Hospital soccer tournament 
June 4th Tars Hamfest 

June 16 17 Freedom Festival balloons 

June 23 24 25 Thunder 

June 24 Freedom Festival parade 

June 24- 25 ? Field Day 

July 4th Parade of Lights (boats) and fireworks 
July 17 - 23 Habitat for Humanity Blitz Week 
Aug 3 Drums on the Ohio 

Oct 1st Great Pumpkin Metric bicycle ride 

Oct 7th Fall Festival parade 

Oct 21 22 Boy Scout Jamboree on the air 


The preceding dates are from Charlie N9GWS 
as of Fri Feb 3rd 


Please call him @ 477-7716 as soon as you can 
to volunteer to work an event 


/ 


DE K5LPS 
APRIL MEETING 


Well, another good meeting! Dan N9APA, from the 
HAM STATION, gave a really interesting talk on the 
used amateur radio equipment market. Many 
thanks Dan! To keep our group awake and asking 
questions after 9 PM means Dan had an interesting 
program. 


Dan has tentatively agreed to an encore 
performance later In the year to demo some of the 
new high tech ham gear. 


The video of the 7.15 upgrade was interesting but 
for realism we would have had to watch It in a wind 
tunnell! 


147.15 Upgrade: 


I can not thank those who made the upgrade work 
happen enough, but ! Il try. 


Terry AAQMM took on the project and was the prime 
mover. He arranged for the hard line, got the 
antennas, handled the communication between the 
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CLUB NOTES 


State Police and Electronics Research Inc., and 
made sure there were no loose ends. The only 
place he fell down was in not controlling the wind 
and rain. 


Worker bees, in addition to Terry, were Keith 
AASKQ, Brian WBSQVRA, Harold N9DEO, John 
WS9FHA, and myself. 


Hal WB9FNN took video and carted off the old coax 
and antennas for storage. 


Ken W9MR gave technical advice during the job 
and, of course, helped tremendously on the 
Electronics Research end. 


Donations were the key to being able to do this 
work in a high quality way. Without the donation of 
the hardline by the EMA we would still be talking 
about how to get it done. They really deserve a big 
round of applause. 


Electronics Research Inc. provided a lot of “extras” 
such as antenna brackets, tuning of the cavities, 
and miscellaneous material. 


Swanson and Nunn provided the 200 cable ties 
required to secure the new coax. 


N 477-0013; Mark py NOPUE ‘423-4003; im Moore ~ "WDSEDH 859-8958; Brian ‘Esche - wesavA 


wey 995 


7088 111 Diamond ava (Comer of Diamond Ave and Heidelbach Ave.) at. 7:30 PM 
All blame should fhe. aa It balonge, with the reader ( ae it was probably misread) 


TARS owes a debt of gratitude to all these folks! It 
was all worth it, it sounds Great!!! 


Be sure to tryout the Voice Mail feature (access 
codes are printed in the roster in this issue of 
Sparks). Also be sure to come to the meeting, for a 
tutorial on the Voice Mail features 


Red Cross Soccer 
Tournament: 


Thanks to Charlie NSGWS for organizing the TANS 
support for this event and to all those who 
participated. The following members volunteered a 
day and some cases two days to provide 
communication for this avent. 


N9GWS Charlie, NSRAE Mike, KB9GNI Dan, and 
N9OWYG Nick worked both days. 


N9YAI Randy, N9WAS Rob, N9XXK John, AASMM 
Terry, NSRAH Mike, W9RW Gordon, N9PDL Mark, 
KAQVLV Lisa, KF9DL Dean, W9CVN Jim, WBSQVA 
Brian, KB9GNL Greg and K5LPS Bill all worked 
one of the two days, 


We had a good time and provided a much needed 
service. | must admit to a little apprehension on 


Salurday as my van was dispatched to retrieve a 
reteres who was surrounded by angry parents after 
stopping a game. 


New Members: 


Membership continues to grow. We are now have 
155 members. 


Welcome to the following new 
members: 


Dennis Martin WA2USA Newburgh, 
Barry Tate KE4OXZ Henderson, 
Diane Lynch KB9JRB Evansville, 
Charles Golday KB9JQZ Evansville, 
Pat Nix N9ZEM Boonville, 

Janice Knight KE4SVJ Henderson. 


Welborn Soccer 


Tournament - May 13 and 14: 


Don t forget to let Charlie NSIGWS 
know if you can help out with this 
event. 


Hamfest - June 4: 


PLEASE be marking your calendar with the Hamfest 
date. We need plenty of volunteers, that way we 
can keep the work assignments short. 


We are getting good vendor response and all 
indications are for a bigger and better Hamfest. 


Field Day - 
June 24 and 25: 


Bob KASTML and the Field Day planning group 
have a good start and a lot of enthusiasm. This is 
going to be a great year for having fun and social 
activities, but we also plan to make a very 
respectable points showing! 


Field Day is the essence of amateur radio. Plan to 
come out to USI and help operate, visit, eat , you 
name it. See what QRP is all about. We are going 
to have a great time! 


Sparks: 

You may have noticed the non profit imprint in 
place of a stamp on the last edition of Sparks. We 
tried using our permit and after only six or seven 
trips to the post office | think | have the procedure 
figured out. 


We must send 200 copies to get the bulk rate so 
that leaves about 40 copies in excess of our 
requirements. We are sending those extra copies 
to area hams along with an invitation to join TARS. 
We should save about $300 per year provided we 
can keep obtaining donated printing. 


Thanks to Keith AAGKQ and Office Depot. Keith 
arranged a large quantity of paper for Sparks to be 
donated by Office Depot. By my calculation we now 
have paper through 1997! 


73 


(Bill 


TARS Meeting 
Apr 13,1995 


The meeting was opsned at 7:30PM by Bill, KSLPS 


After intros, 


Terry AASMM gave us an update on the 147.150 
improvements. 


Brian, WB9QVA reported on Hamtest progress. 


As i write this (on Easter), there are seven weeks 
left before the June 4th Hamfest. Please contact 


Brian @ 473-5602 If you can help In any 
capacity. Please contact Brian, me, or any officer 


Bill, KSLPS gave us an update on the bulk mailing 
system which we are now using 


Jane, from the EMA office handed out certificates, 
to all who worked the Red Cross “Mock Disaster 
Drill" on March 11th. 

Bob, KASTML reported on Field Day plans 


Bill, KSLPS showed a videotape of the 147.150 
tower work, which was frightening. 


Imagine installing antennas and hardline, on a 300 
foot tower with winds at times, In excess of SOMPH. 


After a break for refreshments, 

Dan, N9APA (The Ham Station) 

gave a very good talk on used equipment pricing, 
how trade in allowances are calculated, and what to 
look for when buying used equipment. Dans 
information was very well received and there were a 
lot of questions form the floor. 

The meeting was closed at 9:45PM by Bill, KSLPS. 


GREAT MEETING | 


Charlie 


DE AASMM 


ARTICLE MISSING DUE TO A WEEK IN 
CALIFORNIA.......... THEN 
THE DAYTON HAMVENTION 


TOUGH DUTY ! 


The Red Cross/EMA exercise that took place on March 11 was set up 
to challenge the young people of the community, and they did a 
great Job. | was particularly pleased when Jane Snelling and 
Sherman Greer from the EMA offica appeared at the April meating 
to present an award to Jason, N9ATB, who functioned as 
communications contro!. Not having to participate gave me an 
opportunity to sit back, listen from a distance and evaluate 
performance looking for those spots where we can improve. | 
noticed a few things we as radio operators need to watch that 
diractly impact any communications effort, These comments are 
meant to be constructive In nature and | don t want any 

Individual to take offense as this is not intended that way. 

Never forget that the next “drill” could be the real thing where 
every minute counts. 


4. The most obvious thing | noticad was the vital need for 
assistance for the radio operators. | know that we had a lot of 
people Involved who had radios with them, be they hams or others, 
BUT In many Instances the people with the radios were doing other 
things In addition to using thelr radios and when other 
conversations were underway the radios got turned down so as not 
to Interfere, and never turned back up. As an example, the Red 
Cross ERV has Red Cross radio equipment but | heard Trish Devoy 
state aver the RACES network that she had been trying for an hour 
to get a response from the EAV . Obviously people In the ERV 
were busy with other things and did not want to be bothered with 
the radio. When establishing site coverage, It Is vital, if 

possible, to have a radio operator to strictly move traffic and 
nothing more and a second person (licensed or otherwise) to move 
such tratfic from the radio to the proper persons. Obviously if 

you have two operators they can spell each other on the radio 
dotall. 


2, Another step In this direction Is to make every effort to 

have a separate operator for each frequency being used. If an 
operator Is talking on a RACES frequency he obviously Is not 
listening to the Red Cross or EMA frequencies at hand and 
confusion sats In whan people do not get a response. If it is 
necessary due to lack of operators to have one person monitor two 
frequencies, he should make every effort to keep an ear open for 
the second frequency and say “standby” if he can not respond 
Immediately. Use of a single radio to operate on two frequencies 
causes problems as you can not talk on two frequencies at the 
same time, even though some Individuals can manage to listen to 
two at once. 


RACES 


3. When message traffic Is passed, originators should make a 
special effort to be sure that messages are in clear, 
understandable "English". Colloquialisms and slang should not be 
part of such messages. The recipient of a message may know what 
" PDA ™ means but if the message handlers do not know what it 
means they can not be sure they have correctly understood the 
message and the chance for error is greatly increased. If you 

are handling tratic be sure it Is clear enough so anyone you 

might pass it to will know what it means, If necessary ask the 
originator to spell out what he means. 


4. strongly recommend that all emergency services personnel, 
when making a call on the radio, develop the habit of directing 
calls to a spacific site or facility and not to a person. This 
applies particularly to RACES personnel who are accustomed to 
using call signs. Since individuals will not always be the sams 
at each site, it makes more sense to direct a call to “Oak Hill 
School Ald Station” than to the Individual who was operating the 
radio at the beginning of an exercise. If someone else has taken 
over the radio, he will more readily recognize a call directed to 
his location than to an individual no longer at that location. 

it IS NOT necessary for you to give your call sign at the 
beginning of a conversation and if you hear a call saying "Aid 
Station #2, this is Red Cross” and you recognize the voice, 
simply say “Jim go ahead". Remember, the point is to move a 
maximum amount of information in minimum time. When you complete 
a conversation, say "W90G out" or "WSOG clear" 


Above all, remember that these drills are to test how you would 
act in a real emergency! Under such circumstances most rules go 
out the window and such things as acknowledging 3rd party traffic 
are time wasters. By the way, having written the previous 
sentence | looked up in current Part 97 and found no reference to 
the need to identify third party traffic handled on 2 meters. 

This only applies to international traffic. 


There will be more of these drills and plenty of opportunity to 
polish our skills. The next major effort will be Habitat week. 

If you can be available any part of the week of July 17 - 22, 

call me. | will be needing a lot of operators. There will also 

be a state originated RACES drill on May 20 from 10 AM to 3 PM. 
if you want to participate, call me. 


73 ot a 4 WBSFNN 


YOUR FIRST RIG PART 3 


In the first two parts of these articles, | have shared with you 
some of my thoughts on finding a rig, and some of the first 
HF rigs you may wish to consider. In the next two chapters i 
will share my thoughts regarding VHF rigs and antennas, 
what is good and what is not so good, 


For the new ham in town, he or she may wonder what to buy 
for use on two meters. This seems , for now, to be a very 
popular band for new hams. Where is the local activity? 
What rig is best? How much money must | spend? 


At present a list of rigs for two meters follows, and some of 
my feelings about them are also included. Although, | may 
feel different about some rigs than others, | will not state any 


of my reports in a negative manner against any manufacturer. 


Now for that list of two meter rigs on the market today 1995. 


Alinco: this company offers you a simple but durable rig, the 
models which they market are easy to operate, and do not 
overpower you with extra bells and whistles. In earlier 
models, the DR110 as an example, used light bulbs which 
back lit the frequency display. These bulbs would burn out, 
and are a real pain to replace. Alinco also had a problem 
from intermittants due to unsoldered connections in the final 
amplifier. In addition the DTMF (touch tones) suffered from 
overdeviation and in some cases were not of the proper 
frequency. This caused several repeaters to ignore the tones 
generated by the 110. 


A big plus however, is the service available from this 
manufacturer, prompt, courteous and you talk to a " real 
person", not a computer. 


In the newer models most of the problems that were 
mentioned have been corrected. An LCD panel eliminated 


the need for the back lights, and the newer models cover up 
to 174 MHz on receive. This advantage enables you to 
receive the National Weather Service in Evansville at 162.550 
MHz. This is a great plus if you want the latest weather 
bulletins, or if you are on the road, and facing bad weather. 
On older models a slight modification was needed to receive 
162.550 MHz. 


The newest model to hit the open market from Alinco is the 
DR 130T, it offers small size and 50 watts high power and 5 
watts on low. 

Audio output is 2.5 watts with a 10% distortion level. 

The manual is a little vague, and packet users will not find 
any information in the manual on TNC hookup. Memory 
channels are 20, expandable to 100 with added options. As 
with all Alinco units this one ran hot after a long transmission. 
Some drift is noted with a frequency counter when this 
occurs. 

Feature per dollar ratio is GOOD for a rig of it s class. 
Warranty : One year 

Price : $310-$325 AVERAGE 

On a four star rating system this one gets TWO STARS! 
(Sill 


K4LRX 


QRP NEWS 


We have about covered all the main subjects concerning 
QRP and its hard to know what direction you want to go with 
this thing without some feed back. 


CW seems to be the most popular mode for QRP and that 
may be a turn off for many of you. | don t have a magic cure 
to change that. QRP gives you the opportunity to build and 
understand more about how your rig operates. 


Many of the rigs are very simple and easy to build and won t 
cost a month s salary to put on the air. 


So let s get started and JUST DO IM) 


QRP OUTING 
INVITATION! 


On May 21 at 1500 CDT 

I ll host a QRP 

© antenna 

@ gizmo 

@ eyeball 

© qso 

laidback,outing at my house. 


Bring your lawn chairs, equipment/gizmo, wire, cooler, kids, 
spouse, whatever and we will DO SOMETHING. Il spring for 
a couple cases of liquid refreshments and pop corn. 


| ve got a couple of antennas we can thrown up in the trees 
or bring your own. (Does anyone have one of those neat AEA 
or MFJ antenna VSWR analyzers?) 


There will be several rigs you can play with or just sit and 
pass the time of day. 


Al/are invited not just those 
interested in QRP. 


OK how do you get there? 


Go to the intersection of Hwy 57 and Oak Hill Road. Go west 
from the intersection on Oak Hill Road and it becomes 
Whetstone Road (you will see the sign on the curve at the top 
of the hill). | am the third house on the right. It is a wood 
sided house and there is a 5th wheel trailer in the driveway. 


if you get lost, give me a call on 147.15 for a talk in. If the 
driveway is full use my neighbors circle drive to the south. 
We have plenty of room but don t forget to bring your lawn 
chairs and the kids are very welcome. Hope to see you then. 
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Packet News 


John Bennett, N4XI 


Murphy At Large 


When April 1 arrived, so did Murphy. It seems as if the 
unwelcome guest will not leave, as you will soon see. 
Petersburg Remember questions on your tech exam about 
tropospheric ducting? While we normally only think of this in 
connection with band openings, it affects normal 
communications at VHF and above on a regular basis. A 
thermal inversion, or the lack of one, is one cause of 
propagation abnormalities at these frequencies. 
Super-refraction is the term used to describe the upward 
bending of a radio wave. This occurs when warm air 
overrides cold air. If the upward bending is severe 

enough, it can effectively kill line-of-sight contacts. 
Subrefraction is when cold air rides over warm air 

causing the radio wave to bend downwards. When the 
temperatures are just right, the radio wave tends to follow the 
earths curvature beyond the horizon. This is what creates the 
tropospheric duct. 


These phenomena in various forms prevents a packet 
network from performing well over longer distances. When the 
Petersburg node was first moved to the IP&L site, all worked 
as it did at the old site. Since that time we have entered the 
seasonal propagation see-saw. Packet operating at 9600 
baud is very sensitive to phase variations due to path 
distortion. In the morning and evenings when 

the upper and lower layers of our atmosphere differ widely in 
temperature, it causes the path between 

widely separated nodes to become unreliable. The magic 
number is about 30 miles. If nodes are 

separated 30 miles or less, the circuit is nearly 100% reliable. 
The path between Petersburg and Saint Marks is about 25 


miles and is solid. The path between Evansville and 
Owensboro is 30 miles, and it is also solid (although other 
problems do exist). The path between Petersburg and Linton 
is 38 miles and to IU in Bloomington is nearly 70 miles. The 
Linton circuit is normally stable, although when extreme 
conditions occur, it does fail. Fortunately the antenna at 
Petersburg is a four bay dipole array. Theoretically, replacing 
two of the dipole elements with beams should improve the 
connection. The plan that evolved was to point one beam at 
Evansville, the other at Bloomington, with the two remaining 
dipole elements to take care of Linton and Saint Mark s. This 
proposal was introduced to the IDEA Executive Committee 
who is expected to approve the purchase. 


Saint Marks 

The Saint Mark s node (STM) near Jasper gave up the ghost 
on one of the warm days we had recently. A trip to the site 
revealed the rigs and TNCs were overheating in the insulated 
utility cabinet where they are kept. The problem was easily 
solved and the node is back on the air. 


Evansville 

Evansville was not so lucky. A day or two after the failure at 
STM, the hard disk on the 286 machine that manages the 
EVV switch died. A replacement was located immediately, 
but took another two days to get the drive installed and 
loaded with the software. 


Anienna Woes 

The high winds of recent days managed to knock down the 
220 antennas at Petersburg and Linton. Owensboro was 
fortunate in that the beam was pushed around on the tower 
rather than blown down. All have been fixed. 


TCP/IP Working 

The TCP/IP software has been stable and working as it 
should on both the Evansville and Petersburg nodes. Once 
the connectivity with Bloomington is solid, we will be ready to 
use the conference bridge. The conference bridge will allow 
round table conversations with anyone connected to the 
bridge. With Indiana University s international connections, 
this will be a real neat feature: 


Coordination As a final note, packet coordination is going 
very slowly. The fine tuning of the database, applications, 
forms, committees and policies is taking far longer than | had 
expected. The IDEA Executive Committee is planning to 
meet again in mid-May to iron out the last few details. Use 
Your LANs! Last but not least, remember to use your local 
LAN on 145.09 for 1200 baud packet and 445.500 for 9600 
baud. 


If you are having problems, please let me know. 


John 


WHO IS THAT.. ?...AND WHAT S 
GOING ON ?**?**? 


Id First 

Although NOT REQUIRED by FCC regulations, 

it is good manners and good Amateur Practice to always do 
so when using “control functions” of a repeater (such as an 
autopatch or voice mall). 

Reason: 

"Touch Tones" not only control bells and whistles, such as 
autopatches, but they control ALL repeater functions; hang 
time,ids,tail tones,autodial programming, alerts,and 
many,many others including turning the whole system 


off. If you are to be using "touch tones" for any reason, ID 
FIRST 

There have been times, in the past, when touch tones have 
been used (We believe by a non-ham) maliciously to try to 
mess up the repeater, or just to find out what they would do 
If you don t know the right codes, you have NO BUSINESS 
SENDING ANY TOUCH TONES TO ANY REPEATER ! 


lf you ID FIRST you are telling the people monitoring, that 
they don t have to worry, you KNOW what you are doing. 


OR AT LEAST YOU ARE SUPPOSED TO KNOW ! 

THE CURRENT CODES FOR THE 147.150 VOICEMAIL 
AND OTHER "USER FEATURES” ARE INCLUDED IN THIS 
ISSUE ! (If you are a current member) 

We will discuss this, and how to use the voice mail codes, 


further at the May club meeting. We will discuss some other 
possible changes to the repeaters. 


Be at the MAY MEETING, or 
you may not have a voice in 
the changes 


Keith 


AASKQ 


UP 


QST DE WIiAW 
SPECIAL BULLETIN 20 ARLX020 
FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 
NEWINGTON CT APRIL 26, 1995 
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS 


DANA ATCHLEY, WiCF, SK 


DANA ATGHLEY, WiCF, DIED APRIL 22, 1995, AFTER A 
LONG ILLNESS. HE WAS 77 YEARS OLD AND LIVED IN 
LINCOLN, MASSACHUSETTS. 


Ht WAS A FOUNDER OF MICROWAVE ASSOCIATES, A 
FORTUNE 500 COMPANY FOR WHICH HE SERVED AS 
PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, AMONG 
THE EMPLOYEES OF MICROWAVE ASSOCIATES IN 
YEARS PAST WAS SAM HARRIS, W1F2ZJ, WHO 
ENGINEERED THE ARECIBO RADIOTELESCOPE IN 
PUERTO RICO. 


IN THE 1970S ATCHLEY CREATED THE FOUR 
SQUARE VERTICAL PHASED ARRAY, FOR WHICH HE 
WAS AWARDED A PATENT, HE LATER DESCRIBED 
THE ANTENNA IN QST. THAT ANTENNA IN RECENT 
YEARS HAS SEEN A RESURGENCE IN INTEREST 
AMONG LOW-BAND HF DXERS AND HAS BECOME 
VIRTUALLY THEIR ANTENNA OF CHOICE ON 80 
METERS, 


DANA, THEN WiHKK, HELD POSTWAR DXCC NUMBER 
3. 


DANA ATGHLEY WAS ONE OF THE FEW GRADUATES 
OF HARVARD COLLEGE AS AN ENGINEER. HE WAS 
THE SON OF THE FAMED COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL PHYSICIAN OF THE SAME 
NAME, AFTER WHOM THE ATCHLEY PAVILION IS 
NAMED. HE WAS A DESCENDANT OF TWO AMERICAN 
PRESIDENTS, AS A RELATIVE OF THE ADAMS FAMILY, 


ATCHLEY WAS AN ACTIVE PROMOTER OF AMATEUR 
USE OF THE MICROWAVE BANDS, HE WAS 
INSTRUMENTAL IN THE CREATION OF THE NEW 
FRONTIER COLUMN IN QST. HE ALSO ARRANGED 
FOR A GRANT TO THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
FROM MAICOM IN 1983 TO HELP PAY FOR 
RENOVATIONS TO NN3SI, THE AMATEUR EXHIBIT 
STATION THERE. 


A MEMORIAL SERVICE WILL BE HELD ON MAY 31, 
1995, AT 11 AM, AT THE ACTON CONGREGATIONAL 


ARRL BULLETINS 


CHURCH IN ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 
NNNN 


HF AUTO DIGITAL APPROVED 


THE FCC WILL AMEND ITS RULES TO PERMIT LIMITED 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL OF DIGITAL STATIONS ON THE 
AMATEUR HF BANDS. 


THE ACTION, IN PR DOCKET 94-59, WAS ANNOUNCED 
IN A PRESS RELEASE. THE AUTOMATICALLY 
CONTROLLED STATION MUST EITHER BE 
CONNECTED TO ANOTHER STATION UNDER MANUAL 
CONTROL, OR MUST TRANSMIT WITHIN A SUBBAND 
DESIGNATED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 


THOSE SUBBANDS HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
ANNOUNCED, 


THE COMMISSION SAID IT BELIEVES THESE RULE 
CHANGES WILL ALLOW AMATEURS TO ‘CONTRIBUTE 
TO COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY AND TO 
ADVANCE AMATEURS COMMUNICATION AND 
TECHNICAL SKILLS. 


MORE INFORMATION WAS IN AUGUST 1894 QST, ON 
PAGE 71. 
NNNN 


EEE 


NEW BAND AVAILABLE 


ON APRIL 26, 1995, AMATEURS WILL GAIN 
SECONDARY STATUS ACCESS TO 219 TO 220 MHZ. 
AMATEUR OPERATION |S LIMITED TO FORWARDING 
STATIONS IN POINT-TO-POINT FIXED DIGITAL 
MESSAGE FORWARDING SYSTEMS-~INCLUDING 
INTERCITY PACKET BACKBONE NETWORKS--ONLY. 


ALL AMATEUR STATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO NOTIFY 
ARRL (IN ITS FCC-DESIGNATED ROLE AS CONTACT 
POINT) AT LEAST 30 DAYS BEFORE OPERATING IN 
THIS BAND, AND AMATEUR STATIONS WITHIN 80 KM 
OF AN AUTOMATED MARITIME 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS COAST STATION 
MUST OBTAIN WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE 
AMTS LICENSEE BEFORE OPERATING. 


AMATEUR STATIONS BETWEEN 80 KM AND 640 KM OF 
AN AMTS COAST STATION MUST NOTIFY THE AMTS 
LICENSEE. 


A FORM 2194 KIT, AVAILABLE FROM ARRL 
HEADQUARTERS, INCLUDES A COVER LETTER OF 
EXPLANATION, A FORM 219A FOR THE REQUIRED 
NOTIFICATION TO ARRL (ONE IS REQUIRED FOR 
EACH TRANSMITTER PLANNED), AND A COPY OF THE 
219 TO 220 MHZ BAND PLAN. 


MAY 1893 QST (PAGE 9) AND MAY 1995 QST (PAGES 9 
AND 93) HAVE MORE INFORMATION. 
NNNN 


EEE 


PROPAGATION DE KT7H 


SOLAR ACTIVITY WAS UP LAST WEEK, WITH AN 
AVERAGE OF ALMOST A 15 POINT INCREASE IN 
SOLAR FLUX, AND A HUGE INCREASE IN SUNSPOTS. 
COMBINED WITH LOW A AND K INDICES INDICATING 
STABLE GEOMAGNETIC CONDITIONS, THIS 
PRODUCES GOOD HF PROPAGATION. SOLAR FLUX 
{S EXPECTED TO TAPER OFF FROM AROUND 90 
DOWN TO 80 BY THE END OF THE MONTH, AND 75 
DURING THE FIRST WEEK IN MAY. 


THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE OF DISTURBED 
CONDITIONS THIS WEEKEND, AND AGAIN AROUND 
MAY 4 OR 5, BOTH DUE TO RECURRING CORONAL 
HOLES. WATCH FOR A RETURN TO TRULY QUIET 
CONDITIONS AFTER MAY 10. 


SUNSPOT NUMBERS FOR APRIL 13 THROUGH 19 
WERE 47, 67, 67, 81, 75, 64 AND 64, WITH A MEAN OF 
66.4. 10.7 CM FLUX WAS 82.8, 88.3, 91.4, 89,889, 89.9 
AND 91.8, WITH A MEAN OF 88.9, 

NNNN 


DE WiAW 


A 
KBSABQ 
KASANP 
KD4ASX 
KASAZS 

B 
WSBC 
KBSBPJ 
WASBYZ 

Cc 


AASCG 
WgCM 
WSCVN 
D 
NSDEO 
KFSDL 
NSDOR 
KASDZW 
E 
KASECY 
WDSEDH 
KBQEFH 
N9EGI 
KBQEIN 
KAQEIV 
WSENZ 
F 
W9FHA 
WD9FHA 
N9FMO 
WOFMW 
WB9FNN 
G 
NSGFW 
WSGJ 
KB9GMC 
KB9GMH 
KB9GNI 
KB9GNL 
KBSGNM 
NSGWS 
H 
KSHCE 
NSHGF 
KBSHGZ 
KASHIR 
WNSHRB 
WDSHUN 
KAQIJW 
KAQIRC 
WASIVE 
KASIWP 
N9IZD 


Ted 
Olga 
Ron 
Darlene 


Bev 
Matt 
Paul 


Norm 
Cliff 
Jim 


Harold 
Dean 

Vance 
JoAnn 


Gary 
Jimmy 
Warren 
Tom O. 
Richard 
Blanche 
Larry 


John 
Willie 
George 
Jack 
Hal 


Michael 
Morton 
Joe 
Jeff 
Dan 
Greg 
Aaron 
Charlie 


Geoffrey 
Steve 
Joseph 
Richard 
Earl 
Geneva 


Jim 

Bill 
John 
Roy 
Jeremy 


Bair 
Dawson 
Klutey 
Pfetitscher 


Howard 
Dean 
Rice 


King 
McGuyer 
Barrow 


Muensterman 
Wathen 
Foster 

Dick 


Schriefer 
Moore 
Rader M.D. 
Donovan 
Schaefer Jr. 
Elpers 
Forster 


Small 
Wilson 
Utley 
Mathias 
Wilson 


O'Grady 
Silverman 
Salee 
Lyons 
Weil 
McLain 
McLain 
Apfelstadt 


Pruden 
Harmon 
Greenwell 
Lynenh Jr. 
Pfettscher 
Marsh 


Dawson 
Carver 
Lenn 
Cloukey 
Matthews 


J 
NQJCA 
WD9JKL 
KQJQN 
KB9JQY 
KBQJQZ 
KBQJRB 
K9JSK 
WB9JVP 
NOJWV 

K 
NOKAF 
W9KIE 
WASKAJI 
AASKQ 
KASKRD 
KASKRE 
K4KSI 
WB3KSY 
KE4KTV 

L 
WSLBS 
N9LDH 
N9LDJ 
NOLJE 
K5LPS 
KASLOQM 
K4LRX 

M 
AASMM 
W9MR 
NOMXZ 

N 
WBSNAU 
NSNBV 
NONCG 
WSNJE 
KAQNOO 
NONPN 

fe) 
WAgOCO 
KESOG 
WAGOTU 
KASOWT 
K9OXX 
KE4OXZ 

P 
N9PDK 
N9PDL 
WB9PLR 

Q 
WASQDZ 
NSQJV 
N9QVB 
NgQva 
WBSQVR 


Chris 
Darwin 
James 
Mike 
Charles 
Diane 
Paul 
Leonard 
David 


Don 
Harold 
David 
Keith 
Delores 
James 
Doc 
Wilmer 
Sam 


LaRue 
Jerry 
Roger 
Robert 
Bill 
Mike 
Bill 


Terry 
Ken. 
Rollie 


Russel 
Tony 
Richard 
James 
Tom W. 
Marc 


George 
Herschel 
Tom J, 
Ralph 
Larry 
Barry 


Ray 
Mark 
Bill 


Tom 
Don 
Harold 
Leonard 
Brian 


Slot# 
Matthews 50 
Werz 93 
Russelburg 
Zeller 
Golday 
Lynch 29 
Wurtz 80 
Delgman 410 
Angermeier 100 
Barr 101 
Stovall 72 
Castle ~ 104 
Phillips 57 
Shoptaugh 69 
Shoptaugh 69 
Kissinger M.D. 
Bennett 
Hartmann 
Cleveland 107 
Lamastus 139 
Hyatt 32 
Askren 13 
Cook 20 
Anderson 77 
Hilyerd 
Brooks 19 
Martin 41 
Matthews 42 
Commens 23 
Krause 36 
Schaefer Sr 43 
Marsh 95 
Dickerson 97 
Schiele 47 
Vanada 63 
Barton 14 
Dickerson 
Turpen 27 
Chrisman 105 
Tate 
Rhoades 141 
Decamps 94 
Shinn 62 
Dick 28 
Hunter 137 
Crooks 108 
Schmitt 120 
Esche 413 


R 
NSRAE 
N9RAH 
WSRBV 
W9IRDJ 
AB4RJ 
NSRLD 
KFORR 
NSRTB 

s 
K9STX 
KE4SVJ 

i 
NSTCV 
NSTIQ 
KSTJM 
KASTML 
NSTTR 
KBSTY 

U 
WSUMS 
WA2USA 

Vv 
NSVET 
NSVGN 
KAQVLV 
WBSVSQ 
NOVYJ 
NSVYS 

W 
WRSOW. 
NSWAS 
N2WWw 
NOWXZ 
NOWYC 
NOWYF 
NSWYG 
NOWYH 
NOWY!| 
NSWYK 
NOWYL 
NgWYO 
KE4WYR 

X 
NOXAV 
NOXAW 
N4XCS 
N4XCT 
N4xXl 
KFSXJ 
NOXXH 
N9OXXK 
NOXXZ 
NOXYA 
N9OXYC 
NOXYE 


Mike 
Michael 
Lowell 
Henry 
Ernie 
Mare 
Ron 
Jason 


Ralph 
Janice 


Alan - 
Don 
Vaughn 
Bob 
Buddy 
Paul 


Al 
Dennis 


Marilyn 
Robert 
Lisa 
Elvin 
Tom 
Kirk 


Gordon 
Rob 
Fred 
Harold 
Larry 
Billy 
Nick 
Josepn 
Jeffrey 
Jim 
Doug 
Glenn 
Gene 


Alan 
Bob 
John 
Carroll 
John 
James 
Terry 
John 
Wayne 
Janet 
Phillip 
Ed 


Brenner 
Palmer 
Goodson 
Galbraith 
Morgan 
Millhone 
Goebel 
Marsh 


Waldo 
Knight 


Cox 
Bender 
Wilson 
Henn 
Daniels 
Rust 


Schoettlin 
Martin 


Cook 
Futrell 
Clements 
Reed 
Donovan 
Donovan 


Conley 
Holland 
Ritter 
Beumel Jr 
Bosecker 
Harlan 
Harlan 
Hollinden 
Johnson 
Marsh 
Mikolasek 
Ogle 
Cleary 


Brack 
Pointer 
Davis 
Davis 
Bennett 
Lewis 
Hammers 
McCormick 
Wilzbacher 
Wilzbacher 
Lowery 
Biederwolf 


NSYAH Ken Molinet 
NSYAI Randy Jobe 
KESYK Chris Lantaff 
NSYPM Bill Stoffer 
NSYSH Doug Schmeing 


N9ZEG Pauline Marsh 
NSZEI Lloyd Davis 
NOZEL Phillip Benthall 


N9ZEM _ séwPtt Nix 
N9ZHD = ODavid Pribble 
WA9ZLQ Bob Head 
KAOZMF_ Gail Stamps 
Cod 


Access Mailbox 
Retrive from Box 
Send Message 
Delete Messages 
Exit Mailbox 

* Time of Day 

* Information 


* Mailbox access not required 


Slot# 


Autopatch Codes 

Autopatch 1% plus phone No. 
Autodial 1# plus slot No. 

« Weather Information $10 
« Emergency Central Dispatch 911 
* State Police, Evansville Post 912 
* Posey County Sheriff 913 
« Warrick County Sheriff 914 
* SIGECO 915 
» EMA 916 
* Red Cross 917 
¢ Telephone Repair Service 918 
* Weather Emergency 919 
Extend Patch Timer RZ 
Hangup # 

* S-Meter Test 3 

* Key Pad Test 5 


* Autopatch access not required 


Happy Birthday | Happy Birthday 
NSYAH - Ken |KASANP 
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fA eS 16 
NOPDL. Mark 
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- Olga 
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Happy Birthday 
|KFS 


XJ - James | 
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Happy Birthday 
| KAOTML - Bob 
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Happy Birthday 
KESOG 4 Hershel 
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= 
Welborn Soccer 
Tournament 
20 Paducah 
Hamfest 


Happy Birthday 
NSIZD - Jeremy 
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March 11th Mock Disaster Drill (Races/EMA) 
April 1 and 2 Red Cross soccer toumament 
May 13 14 Welborn Hospital soccer tournament 
June 4th Tars Hamfest 

June 16 17 Freedom Festival balloons 

June 23 24 25 Thunder 

June 24 Freedom Festival parade 

June 24- 25 ? Field Day 

Juty 4th Parade of Lights (boats) and fireworks 
Juty 17 - 23 Habitat for Humanity Blitz Week 
Aug 3 Drums on the Ohio 

Oct ist Great Pumpkin Metric bicycle ride 

Oct 7th Fall Festival parade 

Oct24 22 Boy Scout Jamboree on the air 


The preceding dates are from Charlie NSGWS 
as of Fri Feb 3rd 


Please call him @ 477-7716 as soon as you can 
to volunteer to work an event 


BOARDIOF DIREDTORE: Kolth gore AASKO foeble as laniRhaTineion 985-2823; ion Baar srt ap "ask Béoknga’ Seen “423-4003; Jim Meee. WDSEDH 259-6848; Brian Esche « WBSQVA 
478-5802 Tare reguiar monthly moetings are the 2nd Thureday of the Month and open to all. Meetings are held @ The Evansville Red Cross 111 Diamond ave (Comer of Diamond Ave and Hexielbach Ave.) al. 7:30 PM 
notice: Tha Editor ix not responsible for any mistakes occurring ef any time, either, before, during, of efter publication in any manner whatsoever All blame should te, ma it belongs, with the reader | aa lt wes probably misread) 


DE K5LPS 


Sorry 

| missed the meeting but thanks to 
Keith AA9KQ for the presentation on the 
operation of the 7.15 Voice Mail. 


| was down in El Paso due my mothers illness 
and | took the opportunity to attend the El 
Paso Amateur Radio Clubs meeting. They 
have some good ideas, that | will be passing 
along. 


QRP Outing: 


Thanks to John W9FHA for hosting the QRP 
operating activity on Sunday May 20. Those of 
us who attended had a great time and the 
weather was perfect. The only disappointment 
was that few showed up. 


Club Notes 


Remember, there is 
a lot more to amateur 
radio than talking to a 
repeater with an HT. 


These gatherings are a great chance to get 
together and exchange ideas and information 
about our hobby whether you are into QRP or 
not. 


Hamfest: 

| am starting to recruit hel) for the Hamfest. If 
| call, please try your best to help out. Also be 
sure to attend and bring someone. With the 
computer vendors there, even a non ham will 
find plenty to do. 


There will be a club table so bring anything 
you want to sell (with your name, callsign, and 
price attached) and it can go on the Club 
table. Also mention the Hamfest on the air, it 
is one of the best forms of promotion. Dont 
forget to mention the FREE tables. 


Thanks 

to Delores KASKRD and Blanche KAQEIV for 
organizing the Bingo which will give the non 
ham/computer folks something to do. There is 
also a concurrent Arts and Crafts show at the 
4H Center that people with alternative interests 
could attend. 


That s about it. Being away has kept this 
short, 
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Bill 


DE AASMM 


BILL 


Bill, KSLPS, had to go to El Paso again 
due to his mother s illness. | havent heard 
from him in some time but wish all the best to 
his mother for a speedy recovery. The last 
information that | received from bill was that 
his mother has some problems with a form of 
pneumonia, If there is anything you need Bill 
be sure to let us know. 


MAY MEETING 


At the May meeting the membership 
received a short report from Greg on our 
financial status. Information was relayed about 
the balloon launch in Bloomington and the 
ATV repeater. 


Bryan brought us up to date on the upcoming 
Hamfest, with Bob bringing us up to speed on 
the Field day preparations. Brian had an 
interesting video of events going on at the 
DaytonHamVention. Thanks to all for the 
information for the membership. 


We were to have a presentation from Kathy 
and Pam of the Red Cross but they were 
unable to make it. 


VOICE MAIL 


Keith, AASKQ, informed us of the latest on 
the Voice Mail System located onthe 147.15 
repeater. We still have some bugs to get out 
of it and that takes time. Usage of the 
voice mail system seems to be improving as 
members get used fo it. 


| have many of the TARS members in the 
database and am adding others as | find they 
were left out. If someone has been left out 
please get with myself or Keith and we will get 
you in ASAP, 


AUTODIAL PROBLEMS 


Speaking of repeaters, Geez have | had 
problems getting the autodial slots working in 
the 146.79 machine. Seems the controller 
wouldn t let users with numbers of 100 or 
greater access to the memory dial feature. 


About half a dozen calls to Advanced 
Computer Controllers located in California 
were of little help, with their statements “It 
should be working". Today | took all the 
books on the controller to the Ham Station and 
talked with Steve, KASOKH. As usual the 
“Captain” bailed me out and showed me the 
error of my ways. Thanks to Steve it seems to 
be working okay at this time. Please let me 
know if numbers are not working, or incorrect 
numbers seem to be dialed. Thanks again 
Steve ! 


147.150 UPGRADE FINAL 


One final note on the 147.15 repeater 
upgrade. | have received the final billing from 
Electronics Research Installations. They have 
been very gracious to our club in their services 
and billing. |m sure Ken, W9MR, helped a 
great deal and we owe Ken and ERI a great 
deal of thanks, Again, thanks to Sherman 
Greer and the EMA for their donation of the 
feedline and connectors. Without these two 
we couldn t have made the upgrade. Thanks 
to all... 


As | sit here attempting to write this article, 
Keith is on me for being late again, 


HAMFEST 


| am thinking of our Hamfest coming this 
Sunday, Wow, a lot of planning has gone into 
the Hamfest this year in an attempt to increase 
attendance. Please support TARS and come 


to the Hamfest. |m sure many of you will also 
be asked to support the club by donation of ~ 
some of your time. If our membership pitches 
in and helps there will not be a large burden 
on any one person, except Brian of course. 


Brian, thanks for the many hours you have put 
in planning our Hamfest. How did you find the 
time to do all that? 


JUNE MEETING 


Okay now for the June TARS meeting 
presentation. Many of our members are 
already into computers and more are turning 
to them all the time. On line services offer a 
lot of information for a very reasonable price. 
We have several local computer experts that 
offer local dial up services. One that | have 
known for some time is Mr. Don Habegger. 
Don in the SYSOP, system operator, of the 
YaWeBeCad BBS System. He will be giving a 
presentation of on line services, what they 
have to offer, what you can expect and how to 
get the most from them. 


In addition to running his BBS, he is a CAD 
operator for a large local company. He is very 
knowledgeable about what makes those 
mysterious boxes work. Gather up your 
computer questions and let s see if we can 
baffle this expert in land line BBS operations. 


FUTURE PRESENTATIONS 


We also have some amateur operators that 
operate land line and packet BBS stations. 
Mike, KASLQM, will be at a future presentation 
to give us information on the Internet. John, 
N4XI is also scheduled for a future 
presentation on packet operations. Looks like 
we have at least three very knowledgeable 
people lined up for computer, Internet and 
Packet operations. 


* Guess that s all the information | have for 
this month s SPARKS issue. As usual we 
sometimes forget to thank those that help. 


Keith, AA9KQ, is the Editor of SPARKS and 
has to put up with people like me that put off 
typing their articles each month. It has to bea 
royal pain for him to get members to submit 
their articles on time. He is on my case big 
time each month trying to get it compiled and 
printed, | ll try to do better Keith. Thanks for 
taking the time out of your schedule to publish 
our newsletter. 


Now we know what Blanche went through for 
so long. 


Terry 
AAQMM 


DE N9GWS 


| was an hour late for the May meeting, so 
please refer to AASMM S article to find out 
what went on 


EDITORS NOTE: |i Why not attend the next 
meeting then you won t need to read the 
minutes 


THANKS 


Thanks to all who offered to help with the 
"Welborn Soccer Tournament". 


By noon Saturday, it was evident that they did 
not need us, so...we pulled out. 


GRADUATES 


Several of our members are graduating from 
high school this year. They are; 


Jason Marsh - NSATB 
Mark DeCamps - N9PDL 


"Rob" Holland - NSWAS 
is Rich" Schaefer - KBSEIN 


CONGRATULATIONS 


BUSY 


We are going to be quite busy 
for the month of June 


June 16 & 17 Freedom Fest hot air 
balloons 
Call Charlie @ 477-7716 

on 


une 
Ohio 


Call Jason @ 425-7093 
June 24th Freedom fest Parade = 
Cali Hal @ 867-3151 


These events are all FUN; 
Call to help Il! 


ATTENTION 
Kenwood TH 78A owners: 


We have just 
received a newsletter 
from Kenwood, 
SOME of the 
TH78As have the 
capability of playing 
games. 

The ones that 
do not, CAN 
NOT be 
modified to 


do so. 


Please contact me, if 
you have a "78" and 
would like a copy of 

this bulletin. 


See you at the June 
8th meeting. 


Charlie 


N9GWS 


Publication of Sparks has been a “joint effort" 
and it s time for me to give some credit, and 
some well deserved thanks to; 


Bill Cook-K5LPS, 
Terry Brooks-AASMM, 
AND, 


A Special thanks to the Ham Station, and 
Steve Doty-KASOKH for making a special 
directory on the Ham Station Bulletin Board for 
SPARKS FILES ONLY. 


Don t be alarmed if you can t find it if you call 
the board because it is a PRIVATE FILE area 
and not available to the public. 


Keith 


AA9SKQ 


Submitting articles 
for SPARKS 


Articles for publication in sparks may be 
submitted (preferably) ,as an ASCIl text file via 
modem or packet, or in writing, by telephone, 
TO: 


AASKQ 
,AASMM 
.K5LPS 
OR VIA SNAIL MAIL (US MAIL) TO 
Keith Phillips 
2700 Selzer Road 
Evansville, IN. 47712 
PHONE (812) 425-3012 
PACKET: 
AASKQ @ WBSPXK (ON 145.050) 
OR 


AAQMM @ AASMM-1 
AASMM @ WB9PXK 
OR 
YOU MAY LEAVE YOUR ARTICLE ON THE 
HAM STATION TELEPHONE BBS (812) 
424-3614 (N81) (ASCII FILE PLEASE) 


RACES 


May is about over and | doubt anyone is not 
saying “no more rain"! And we cant do 
anything about it except complain. 


But there is a major project in work that we 
can do something about, a project that will 
benefit 25 Evansville families and give them a 
big boost out of tough times. This is the 
Habitat for Humanities Housing Blitz to take 
place the week of July 17 - 22. It is only 6 
weeks away and you can see the beginning 
steps taking place already. If you drive past 
Walnut and Canal Streets you can see a 
corner of it, or drive around the area bounded 
by Walnut, Garvin, Lincoln and Evans Streets 
and you ll see the foundations for the 25 
houses taking shape. Early (near dawn) on 
Monday morning, July 17, carpenter crews will 
begin construction and by Saturday afternoon 
there will be 25 new homes ready for 
occupancy. 


It's a great feeling to watch this happen and to 
be a part of it. | know that there are some of 
you who will be participating, working on a 


specific home, for your church, employer, etc. 
If you are not otherwise included, let me invitt’ 
you to participate through amateur radio. 
RACES and amateur radio will be doing 

their part, providing site communications, and 
varied other duties as may be needed to keep 
the project moving at top speed. 


As yet | do not have a complete plan 
developed as the needs of the site are not 
completely defined. | expect we will need to 
cover at least 4 and maybe 5 locations from 
6:30 AM to 5:00 PM each of the 6 days 
(Monday thru Saturday). Last time | broke it 
down into 4 shifts each day of about 3 hours 
each. This takes more people (a total of about 
25) but no one is asked to do too 

much. 


WILL YOU HELP?7? 


Can you put in one 3-hour shift on any day? 
Or more if you can spare the time? At this 
time | can not promise 

anything because | don t have any details. 
However, | anticipate there will be coffee and 
soft drinks and/or other cold drinks available at 
all times and | expect that a noon meal will be 
provided for those working at lunch time. 


LOOK AT YOUR CALENDAR! 

PICK OUT THE TIME OR TIMES YOU THINK 
YOU CAN BE AVAILABLE, AND CALL ME 
(867-3515 OR THE 147,15 REPEATER) AND 
GET ON THE LIST. 


We know that there is always the possiblity of 
a work conflict or something else that could 
cause you to withdraw between now and then 
but if you begin planning for it now, you Il be 
ready when the time comes and you wont 
regret it. 


73 
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June 24&25 


The annual ARRL-TARS field day will be held at the Grimes House and Eicher barn on the campus of the University of Southern Indiana. 
This site is located on the Southeast portion of the camppus. Signs will direct you to our Field Day location. 


We will operate for the full 24 hour duration. 


This year 4 rigs will be in operation on both voice and cw modes. The plans involve the use of battery power and utilize a solar bank to charge batteries. 
Field Day is a competitive event where Amateur Radio operators set up radio equipment in the field to compete for score. This event is designed to test our 
readiness to perform emergency communications via Amateur Radio. We hope to meet new friends and test the limits of our favorite hobby. 

We will begin setting up the site around 7:00 AM on Saturday the 24th. Food and good fellowship will continue around the clock until 12:00 noon on Sunday. 


Our committee; Joe KB9GMC 
Brian WB9QVR 
Greg KB9GNL 
and yours truly hope that you will join us for this annual event. 


We need your help. 
(S06 KASTML 


QRP NEWS . 


What a great day to have our QRP/EYEBALL/GIZMO/YOU 
NAME IT gathering! We had enough rigs for two Field Day 
Stations plus a novice setup. Everything was on emergency 
battery power except for the high power two meter talk-in 
station. Jim (W9CVR) even managed to work in a QSO on 40 
meters with a station in Virginia. We reminisced about the 
good old days and hashed over the problems of the world. 


So what was wrong? 


We didn t accomplish the objective of creating interest in 
another facet of ham radio. The guys that showed up 
(WSCVR, AA9MM, NSGWS, WB9FNN & K5LPS) are all 
experienced hams and we had no trouble convincing each 
other of the merits of ham radio for emergencies, travelling 
etc. 


| am concerned about the operators that go no further than 
the two meter/440 HT and don"t get the chance to experienc 
how much fun you can have with this great hobby. 


| know not everyone is interested in my thing (QRP CW) or 
N4XI s article on packet. | find Bill s (K4LRX) articles on 
equipment very interesting and | m not even in the market to 
buy anything. 


So where is all of this leading? 

What do the club members want to read in SPARKS and what 
do you want the club to sponsor? AA9KQ is doing a 
magnificent job of putting the paper together. The event 
calendar with hamfest and birthdays etc. is fantastic. Charlie 
keeps us posted on 


everything. The President s lead article is always informative. 
Is this what the membership wants? 
Do we continue a packet column or QRP column? 


Without some feedback, we cannot tell. Do you want 
technical stuff, community service or .... ? 


So where do we go from here? 


Unless | hear otherwise, | Il assume QRP is of no interest. 

(I | always be willing to help you along when you are ready.) 
We can continue articles on antennas, ohm s law, ham radio 
software or exchange stir fry recipes. 


Speak up and let your club officers 
know what you want. 


John 


WSFHA 
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Events 


Se 


March 11th Mock Disaster Drill (Races/EMA) 
April 1 and 2 Red Cross soccer:toumament 
May 13 14 Welborn Hospital sogcer tournament 
June 4th Tars Hamfest 

June 16 17 Freedom Festival balloons 

June 23 24 25 Thunder 5 

June 24 Freedom Festival parad> 

June 24- 25 ? Field Day 

July 4th Parade of Lights (boats) and fireworks 
July 17 - 23 Habitat for Humanity Blitz Week 
Aug 3 Drums on the Ohio ‘ 

Oct 1st Great Pumpkin Metric bicycle ride 

Oct 7th Fall Festival parade 

Oct 21 22 Boy Scout Jamboree on the air 


The preceding dates are from Charlie NSGWS 


Please call him @ 477-7716 as s#on as you can 
to volunteer to work an event 
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at any time, either, before, 


473-5602 Tars regular monthly meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the Month and open to all. Meetings are held @ The Evansville Red Cross 111 Diamond ave (Corner of Diamond Ave and Heidelbach Ave.) at. 7:30 PM. 
for 


Wow, what a storm. | was very sorry we had to 
cut Don Habegger's presentation short but 
given the severity of the storm raging outside, we 
didn't have a choice. | hope everyone got home 
safely. For those who would like to follow up on 
Don's BBS it is called WEBECAD and is one of 
the larger boards in the US. 


Evansville Hamfest: 

| know that Brian WBSQVR will also be covering 
the Hamfest, but | wanted to add my thanks to 
all those who helped. We were successful, but 
it sure does take a lot of effort. The board will 
be giving careful consideration as to how we 
should structure the Hamfest in the future. If 
you have any ideas please pass them along to a 
board member or come to a board meeting and 
express them. We expect to be discussing this 
issue at the next couple of general meetings. 
We can't thank Brian WB9QVR enough for his 
organization of the event. He accomplished a 
great deal on top of a very busy time at work. 
THANKS Brian!!! 


Club Notes 


Field Day: 
What a great Field Day. The location was great, 
the weather was perfect, the food was good and 
we had a great time! Itis amazing what you can 
do with 5 watts (SSB or CW)! Thanks to the 
Field Day committee Bob KASTML, Joe 
KB9GMC, Greg KB9GNL, John WSFHA, and 
Brian WBSQVR. They did an outstanding job. 
Thanks also to Norm AASCG for helping to 
secure the site and Greg KB9GNL who 
arranged for the gel cell batteries. Special 
thanks to the HAM STATION for loaning a rig 
and tunners. We should have over 5000 points 
when the bonus points are added to our score of 
4655. Last year the highest score in our 
classification was 7000 points. Close to 30 
hams attended. If you didn't attend you missed 
a great time. Hope you can make it next year. | 
will show some video tape at the next meeting. 
Red Cross Volunteer Recognition: 
TARS received the Red Cross "Group Award” at 
their annual meeting (we will have it on display 
at the next meeting). The following is quoted 
from the awards publication: 


"The Tri-State Amateur Radio Society (TARS) 
supports the American Red Cross during 
disasters, mock disasters and special events. 
most cases, we would not be able to 
communicate on disaster and at special event 
without the TARS operators.” Also mentioned 
the awards publication were Blanche KASEIV 
who received a Five Year Pin and George 
N9FMO for Disaster Services work in the 
Georgia Floods. 

New Members; 

Please welcome the following new members: 
John Dean Smith NSWYP, from Newburgh, ai 
David Vogel WASC from Evansville. 

Total membership now stands at 158! 


Area Hamfests: 

Indianapolis, July 8 and 9 (includes the Centre 
Division Convention and Indiana Repeater 
Coordination Council meetings) Marion Co. Fz 
grounds, Talk-in 146.76- and 443.25+, 
Bloomington IN July 15, Valparaiso IN August 
| have to head to Texas again, but plan to be 


73 (Sil 


back for the general meeting. 


Saturday, June 24 dawned clear and bright over 
the TARS Field Day site at USI. 


Dreams of "CQ Field Day" were still 
reverberating in our heads when we arrived at 7 
AM to begin setting up the equipment. After a 
few preliminary cups of coffee and other 
beverages of choice, we set about the task of 
making those last minute Field Day decisions: 
what rig would go where, what antennas we 
would use, what bands and modes each 
operating position would utilize, etc. 


We decided that two stations would be set up in 
the cabin with a third in the barn several yards 
away. The Corsair in the cabin would be used 
primarily for 40 meter CW and the TS-440 
would be used for voice and digital modes on 20 
meters. The second Corsair would be used in 
the barn for SSB and CW contacts, primarily on 
80, 40 and 15 meters. 


Next came the task of antenna hanging, also 
known as tree fishing. Greg, KB9GNL, brought 
his rod and reel and managed to pull in some 
really big fish (like a 40 meter loop and a 
GS5RV). Actually, for the uninitiated, the rod and 
reel serves as a way to loop a line with a rope 
attached over a high tree branch to allow the 
antennas to be hoisted easily. 


With the antennas in the air the next step was to 
connect the feedlines to the rigs which were 
already connected to the newly-acquired 100 
amp-hour batteries. Some preliminary contacts 
were made to test the setup and everything 
seemed to be operating as expected. All that 
was left was the wait until 1800Z when the real 
fun was to begin! 


At the appointed time we began making a flurry 


Field Day 1995 


of contacts. Initially | ran 20M SSB and was 
amazed at the ability of 5 watts and a modified 
dipole to punch through the pileups! 


John, W9FHA ran into some equipment trouble 
attempting to run 40M CW on the Corsair. 
Eventually the Corsair was replaced by an Icom 
737 and he continued on with Jim, W9CVN 
logging. All three operating positions seemed to 
have a direct path to the northeast. W1 and W2 
stations seemed to be the only others 
participating in Field Day for several hours! 
Meanwhile, the other Corsair was being utilized 
on 15M SSB. Again, the contacts came fast and 
furiously. 15 remained open until very late 
Saturday night allowing the crack team of Joe, 
KB9GMC, Dave, WASC, Collier, NSIVWD and 
others to keep racking up the score. Norm, 
AASCG, added a number of CW contacts 
thanks to his experienced fist and reliable 
memory keyer. 


Chef Bob, KASTML fired up the grill and 
provided some of the finest chow ever eaten by 
a Field Day crew! Along with the grilled burgers 
we munched on veggie trays (a personal 
favorite) and lots of chips and pretzels. Bob had 
to leave for the night but "whomped up some 
extra vittles" to get us through the night before 
he left. 


Since a 100 point bonus for a single packet 
contact was available, | set about the task of 
connecting to another station. | tried both 2 
meters and 20 meters but could find only 
mailboxes and gateways with which to connect. 
Finally, late Saturday | was able to connect with 
the Pike County group on 2 meters and we both 
were able to chalk up an additional 100 points. 
Another 100 point bonus was available for 
making ten simplex contacts on six meters or 


above. Joe and | realized that a good 
opportunity to make the ten contacts would be 
during the 'Possum Net' on 146.58 at midnigh! 
We adjourned to Joe’s truck and proceeded t: 
make eight of the ten contacts we needed. 
Unfortunately, the remaining two contacts 
eluded us so we were unable to claim that 
particular bonus. 


‘ws Two meter operators - let's keep those rigs 


tuned to simplex frequencies during Field Day 
provide those precious contacts! 


We were provided some late night relief in the 
form of Chris, KE9YK and company. They 

managed to make W90OG a significant presen 
on 75 meters until the wee hours of the mornii 


10, 15 and 20 meters finally began to die out 
around 3 AM. Activity was then restricted 
primarily to 40 and 75/80 meters. Some west 
coast activity was noted on 20 as the sun rose 
and we managed to add some W6s and W7s 
the log. 


KA9TML returned bright and early Sunday 
morning with donuts in hand. The sugar was 
just what we needed to bring us through the 
home stretch. A hot cup a' joe and a long johi 
can keep most any operator at the radio for a 
few more hours. 

John, WSFHA and Norm, AASCG returned as 
well early Sunday and continued plugging awe 
on CW. Terry, AASMM dedicated himself to 
SSB for several hours and put the finishing 
touches on the 20M SSB log. 


Alas, all good things must come to an end anc 
so it was with the 1995 Field Day. The cabin 
was rented to another group for Sunday 
afternoon and we had to clear out early to 


ensure that the facility could be ready for them. 


We began "breaking camp" about 9:30 and had 
everything packed away by 10:30. As things 
were winding down, a very interesting discussion 
about the club and ham radio in general ensued 
on the front porch. Although we didn't solve the 
world's problems, | think we came up with some 
ideas that may deserve additional discussion at 
a club meeting in the near future. 


The "raw" Field Day score: 4,655 points! Not 
bad if | do say so myself. The final score will be 
higher as the ARRL "grades" our log and applies 
bonuses. 


On behalf of the Field Day Committee | would 
like to extend my thanks to all those who 
participated in the effort. If you were unable 
to attend, you missed not only the premier 
ham radio operating event of the year, you 
also missed an extremely enjoyable time and 
lots of camaraderie. 


lf you can make it next year, by 
all means - 


DO SO! 


RACES 
OOPS ! 


Well, my face is RED! Atleast one of you 
discovered that | made a booboo in my article 
for June Sparks - got my own phone number 
wrong. Someone else got it right elsewhere and 
it was discovered. 


HABITAT 


So | still need helpers for Habitat, the week of 
July 17 - 22. 


If you can help, please call me at 812-867-3151 
- yes, that is the correct number and if you get 
the answering machine, leave a message. 


The more people we get to help the less any 
individual has to work. 


By the time you get this July issue, all of the 
Freedom Festival activities will be over and | 
want to thank all those who helped with the 
parade. Itis still a week away as | write this, but | 
want to be sure Keith gets my copy in plenty of 
time. 


VOLUNTEER AND GET 
INVOLVED! 


Lets not forget that the key word is "volunteer"! 
Our hobby is based on our ability to provide a 
service to the public in time of need and the 
activities we work with help us sharpen our 
communicating skills. 


Sign up SOMEWHERE and do your 
part, with the Red Cross, RACES, the 
Hamfest or where and when you can 
make yourself available. 


As other forms of communication become m« 
and more reliable our opportunities for practic 
and to justify our use of the frequencies seem 
diminish. Thus we need to be sure when we c 
get an opportunity we are there and visible. 


| am sure thatin a real disaster we will alway: 
be needed as normal modes of communicatic 
will be swamped but if we don't practice when 
we can we won't be ready when the real need 
arises. 


| hope | will get to meet a lot of new faces at fir 
day. 


73 «dtal Wilsoi 


WB9FNN 
RACES Officer, 
Vanderburgh County 


P.S. - As Iwas getting ready to 
send this copy to the Editor, | hear 
on the news of a man being 
electrocuted and another injured 


while attempting to put up an 
antenna. | do not know 


these men but my sympathies go 
out to them and their families. 


And a reminder to everyone to BE 
EXTRA CAREFUL with antennas ai 
towers. This type of accident can 


happen too easily. 


& 


Minutes of Tars Meeting June 8th. 
Meeting opened at 7:30 by Bill, KSLPS 


Terry, AASMM gave an update on the 147.150 Improvement. Instead of the $3,000 + cost , which we expected.....our final bill from E 
came in at $1570. 


Brian WB9QVR gave a report on our June 4th Hamfest. It looks like we made a nice profit; TNX to Brian and all who helped. 


Kathy Schoettlin of the Red Cross gave a brief explanation of their Vanderburgh County Shelter Program. (for possible future emergen 
situations) She asked for volunteers to sign up for communication help between shelters 


The meeting was terminated rather abruptly at this Point by the 


80 Mph storm 
Charlie 


NIGWS 


IF ] LEFT ENGINEERING AND 
BECAME A MANAGER WOULD 
I BE AS SEXY AS IAN 
NOW, LIZ? 


I THINK IT WOULD 
DECREASE YOUR SEX 
APPEAL BY 17%. BUT 
THAT‘’S JUST A 
PLANNING NUMBER. 


WHAT IF I GOT 
MY HAM RADIO 
LICENSE TO 
COMPENSATE FOR 
THE LOSS? 


£-Mail SCOTTADAMS@A0L COM 


| LOOK AT MY 
ARM: GOOSE 
BUMPS. 


€) 1994 unted Feature Synacae mC 


S Adams 


Hamfest Recap 


DE WBSQVR 


It's over! Finally, after several month's planning and legwork the 1995 
Hamfest is behind us. | don't have the final figures in front of me but in 
general the Hamfest was financially more successful that we on the 
committee had hoped! My personal thanks to all who attended and 
contributed to our success. | would also like to thank a number of individuals 
who assisted with planning the event and those who gave up valuable 
bargain-hunting time the day of the Hamfest to perform various duties: 
Charlie, NSGWS; Bill, KSLPS; Jim, W9CVN; Jim, WDSEDH; Terry, N9XXH; 
John, N9XXK; Terry, AASMM; Ken, N9YAH; Randy, N9YAI; Danny, KB9GNI 
(even though he didn't split the prize money with me); Roger, NSLDJ; Alan, 
N9TCV; Chris, KE9YK; Marilyn, N9VET; Collier, NSIVWD; Greg, KB9GNL; 
Blanche, KA9EIV; Delores, KASKRD; Hal, WB9FNN; Keith, AASKQ; Bob, 
KA9TML; Bob, N9XAW; and my wife Amy, who, in addition to putting up with 
me volunteered to sell tickets at the door. Please forgive me if | have 
overlooked anyone but please be assured that | do indeed appreciate 
everyone's efforts. 

| would also like to take this opportunity to bring up some points that we all 
need to think about and possibly vote upon at the August meeting. 


1. Should we continue to sponsor a Hamfest? 

Although this year's Hamfest was reasonably successful, Hamfests require a 
big commitment of time and effort from a club members and do not 
generally produce a lot of revenue for the club. Frankly, | was somewhat 
disappointed by the low number of club members who were willing to 
participate in planning or working at the Hamfest. Thanks to the efforts of 
several dedicated club members and some last minute (literally) arm-twisting 
we were able to come up with enough bodies to make everything come 
together. However, | feel very strongly that if the membership does wish to 
continue sponsoring a Hamfest that a Hamfest committee be formed 
immediately to begin planning for the next show. Hamfest planning, if done 
properly, requires nearly a full year. Also, a commitment on the part of a 
sufficient number of club members is required to ensure that the work is 
spread evenly and no one person ends up doing more than their share. 


2. If we choose to sponsor a Hamfest in 1996, when and where should it be 
held? 

Due to a change in the date of the Dayton Hamvention the date of next year's 
Hamfest (again, assuming that we sponsor one) will need to change. Some 


careful thought should be given to what the new date should be to avoid 
conflicts with other hamfests and to ensure that the maximum number of 
vendors and attendees can be available. Also, alternate locations should t 
investigated. Although the 4-H Auditorium has been adequate, there are a 
number of sites in the area that could be used and many offer numerous 
advantages over the current site. 


3. What should a Hamfest be? 

The answer to this question may at first glance seem obvious. However, if 
we do continue to sponsor a Hamfest, we must decide what we really want 
from the event and plan accordingly. 

Some would like to see the Hamfest be primarily a social event. If that is tr 
case, perhaps we should consider replacing what we now call a 'Hamfest’ 
with a picnic. We could then have the benefit of the social aspects without 
the work and commitment that a Hamfest requires. 

Others enjoy the flea market. If so, what can be done to attract more surpl 
dealers and individuals to make the flea market more interesting? If new 
equipment is more in line with your taste, then the same question applies - 
that is, how can we attract more new equipment dealers? 

| hope the above gives each club member some food for thought. | would 
like to see these points discussed (or even debated) at the August meeting 
so we can reach a decision about the future direction of the Hamfest. 
Again, thank you very much to those who attended, planned or worked att 
Hamfest. It is club members like you who make it a pleasure to be a part c 
this club and of ham radio in general! 


(Srian 


DE AASMM 


Once again Bill, KSLPS, had to go to El Paso due to his mother's illness. 
| received a message from him on my answering machine and the good 
news is that his mother is doing a little better. For the first time in many days 
she was able to take some food by mouth. Lets all wish her well for a speedy 
recovery. 


Once again Bill, if there's anything you need be sure to let us know. 


Storm 

Can you believe that storm the evening of our June meeting. The wind 
was blowing like crazy, rail was falling in buckets, lightening was popping 
close by and the power went out. 


Presentation? 


Mr Don Habegger, sysop of the WEBECAD BBS, was the guest speaker that 
evening. If he can possess that amount of power to get things moving like 
that ! want to stay a great distance from him. Really, Don has a great land 
line BBS and I'm sure he would have given a good presentation that evening. 
lf the members would like to have him back to finish the presentation, not the 
storm, let one of the board members know. | have know him for some time 
and | feel he would be glad to return. 


Field Day 


For those that didn't make it, Field Day was great fun. Greg, KB9GNL, 
would rival those professional fishermen on TV with his expert casting. 
Strange though, | always thought that fishing was casting a line into a body of 
water, not a rather large stand of trees! Silly Greg, all he caught was some 
strange looking copper colored lines of some sort. And yes, he did throw 
them back. 


In talking with the Field Day committee members | feel we did rather well in 
the amount of contacts. | don't have the exact figures handy but | understand 


it was close to 5000 points for out Club, which ain't bad folks. If you didn't 
make it please think about it next year as a good time was had by all. 


Hamfest 


Even though we still have some minor bills coming if from the Hamfest, 


we did okay. 
Okay that is, as long as you don’t count the hours put in by some of our 
members. Let's see.... 

with the hours members donated in the preparation of the Hamfest, getting 
there bright and early that morning, assisting vendors in setting up, running 
the show (thanks Brian), and at last tearing down did we really come out 
okay? 

Okay so I'm guilty to of not helping prepare. | confess | should have been 
there more and maybe, just maybe, have taken a little of the load off them 
committee members. So what are we going to do next year folks? | plan c 
doing more in the preparation end of it. How about you??? What are mos 
of the other members going to do? 


Please, please let's pitch in and take some of the load off those members 
that are willing to give up so much of their free time. 


> July Meeting Moved 


The July meeting will be held at ITT Technical 
Institute located at 5115 Oak Grove 
Road. It will start at 7:30pm Thursday July 13 wit! 
refreshments being served courtesy of 
the school. If anyone doesn't know the location o 
ITT it is located just East of Green River road 
and on the South side of Morgan Ave. It can easil 
be seen sitting to the South of Morgan Ave. 
John Bennett, N4XI, will present that latest and 
greatest in the world of amateur digital 
communications. John is an instructor at the 
school as well as being the Indiana coordinator o 
IDEA. Don't know what IDEA is? That should giv 
you the idea to be at the meeting then. 
See you there! 


Future Meetings 


Future presentations planned at this time will be presented by Mike, KA9LQM. I'm sure many of you know him 
from his full service BBS located on 145.05 as well as his land line BBS. 


| have asked Mike to talk about Internet, what it takes to use it, how to obtain information and for me how in the 


world to navigate in the darn thing. | get lost just turning on my computer much less the WWW, http:/?, and 
whatever the rest of those crazy words mean. 


Since most of us are into gadgets anyway Mike should be able to fill us in on the needed skills to use the Internet. 
Well in my case maybe he can fix it enough that | can fool others into believing | know what I'm doing. 


Which brings me around to another thing. Please give me some input into presentations you would like at our 
meetings. With my pea brain working overtime | have a rough time putting things together that would be interestin 
to the majority of members. Say, some of you could even volunteer to make a presentation. 


Guess that's all the information | have for this month's SPARKS issue. As usual we sometimes forget to thank 
those that help. Keith, AA9KQ, is the Editor of SPARKS and has to put up with people like me that put off typing 
their articles each month. | did it again this month again Keith! 


Cerry 


AASMM 


nt ori-stATE 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


"EVANSVILLE 


ALL NAMES LISTED ARE 
ENJOYING BIRTHDAYS. 
AGES HAVE BEEN LEFT 


OFF TO PROTECT , THE 
YOUNG, THE RAPIDLY 
AGING AND 


Mon 


John Bennett 


Habital for Humanity 
all Hal @ 867-3151 7) 


James Barrow 
Keith Phillips 
Robert Holland 


Don Barr 
Don Hunter 
Janice Knight 


31 


LaRue Cleveland 
Michael Palmer 
Richard Schaefer Jr. 
Sam Hartmann 


11 


18 


25 


mn 


Hal Wilson 
Nicholas Harlan 


19 


Blanche Elpers 
David Vogel 


26 


Bob Futrell 


T hu 


TARS Board meeting 


Club Meeting 


@ ITT TECH 


Mare Millhone 


6 


Friv Sat 


John McCormick 


James Marsh 


Delores Shoptaugh 


28 


Roy Cloukey 
Richard Schaefer Sr. 


a 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
* PO Box 4521 


Evansville, IN 47724 


SPARKS 


NEWSLETTER 


~ 


NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 


EVANSVILLE, IN 
PERMIT NO. 3048 


Hal Wilson 
* WB9FNN 


11555 Lameys Lane 


Evansville, 


jill! w90G 


TRI-STATE 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE 


IN 47711 
~~ 


Events 


March 11th Mock Disaster Drill (Races/EMA) 
April 1 and 2 Red Cross soccer toumament 
May 13 14 Welborn Hospital soccer tournament 
June 4th Tars Hamfest 
June 16 17 Freedom Festival balloons 
June 23 24 25 Thunder 
June 24 Freedom Festival parade 

June 24- 25 ? Field Day 
July 4th Parade of Lights (boats) and fireworks 
July 17 - 23 Habitat for Humanity Bit Week 
Aug 3 Drums on the Ohio 
Oct 1st Great Pumpkin Metric bicycle ride 
Oct 7th Fall Festival parade 
Oct 21 22 Boy Scout Jamboree on the air 


The preceding dates are from Charlie NSGWS 


Please call him @ 477-7716 as soon as you can 
to volunteer to work an event 
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DE K5LPS 


Well let's see, where do | begin? It has been a busy 
time. 


First, thanks to John N4xXI for hosting the last meeting 
at ITT. It's always interesting to get an update on 
packet and the network. 


John has also passed along the confirmation of 
frequency coordination for the Evansville node 
including the 145.09 and 445.5 user ports plus the 
link frequency. 


nks John for your e tion. 


August Board Meeting: 


Charlie N9GWS was helping with Drums on the Ohio 
which conflicted with the board meeting, so | will 
cover the items from the meeting. 


Joe Salee KB9GMC has agreed to head up the Field 
Day effort for next year! The '95 Committee will 

assist. Thanks Jos, this is a good example of how to 
get an early start on the events for next year. We had 


Club Notes _ 


very good Field Day this year, with a full year to plan 
we shouid have a outstanding year next year! 


Committee to inventory Tars 
equipment. 


Bob KASTML will head a committee to inventory 
and tag all TARS equipment. Bob plans to start in 
September 

but you could give him a head start by letting him 
know if you are holding any TARS items. 


‘5 nu 2623, 


Also, we are trying to find two cooler 
chests that had been donated to TARS, 


if you know where they are, give me a call 
853-5806. 


Habitat 


THANKS to all who participated in this year's habitat 
effort ....... and thanks to Hal WB9FNN who co- 


oi , teith the reader aor. ( as E wasp oot. 


ordinated our efforts. 


Classes start 9/9 
Keith AASKQ plans to start a 
Technician class on September Sth. 


Hamfest discussion....Next meeting 
There will be a discussion of the Hamfest at the 
regular meeting. Please come with ideas about the 
importance of this as a TARS sponsored event and 
ideas for making it more successful. 


Social activities 
There was discussion of the need to have more 
informal social activities. 


On a trial basis, it was decided to have 


an informal Coffee/Breakfast meeting 
at a local restaurant. The first meeting will be at 9 AK 
on Saturday August 12 at the Shoneys on First Ave. 
If you can, join us ! If there is any change we will 
announce it on 7.15. 

Plans were made to have a cook out 
as a part of the October meeting. Details to 


follow in the September Sparks. 


New Members: 
Please join me in welcoming the following new 
members: 


»Dan Jordan AAQAN - 
Dan holds an Extra class license, having been a ham 
for 17 years with an interest is DXing. 


» John Marley WBSEFH - 
John holds a General class license having been a 
ham for 27 years. 


® Larry Rudolph KBSKVX - 


Larry just recently received his Technician license 
after passing at the TARS Hamfest. 


Membership stands at 
161 members 


Congratulations 

to individuals who passed exam elements at the 
TARS sponsored Exam on July 29 and who will be 
receiving new licenses. 


@ Allen Brack N9XAV of Evansville, 
who passed the Advanced exam 
(way to go Allen!). 


@Sherry Pribbie of Newburgh, 
who passed her Technician license and 


Ella Knackmus of West Salem, IL who passed her 
Technician license. 


Indiana Repeater Council: 

The council met at the Indy Hamfest. New officers 
were installed with Bill Wells WA8HSU of Logansport 
as the new Chairman. The 70 cm and six meter 
coordinators have resigned and replacements will be 
named soon. 


The council decided not to follow the action of the 
MACC to remove ATV from the 430 Mhz band. 
There were no current problems following an earlier 
meeting with ATV operators to develop a band plan 


that would meet the needs of all modes and ATV 
repeaters will continue to be coordinated in the 430 
Mhz band. A new proposed 440 band plan which 
would allow more repeater pairs was thoroughly 
discussed but not acted on. 


On a personal note, 


thanks to all who have expressed their sympathy 
associated with the loss of my mother. 
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DE AASMM 


First | would like to thank John , N4XI, for hosting th: 
July meeting at ITT Technical Institute. 


It's always a pleasure to go to ITT and this time was 
no exception. 


John brought us up to speed on the latest in the 
digital world as well as presenting TARS with the 
frequency coordination of the TARS nodes. 


Thanks John for your help in coordinating our packe 
nodes. 


For those that don't know the user ports are on 
145.09 and 445.5. 


INVENTORY TIME 


We are in the process of completing an inventory of 
property belonging to TARS. 


Bob, KASTML, has agreed to head up the effort in 
completing an inventory. If you have any item that 
belongs to TARS please contact Bob and let him 
know. 


¥ Also, if you receive a call from Bob asking about 
TARS property don't become alarmed. It’s just the 
boards way on keeping track of our property in case 
another member is in need of an item. 


This is an important task that Bob has taken on so 


Please help in the locating our equipment. 


HAMFEST 


I'm sure Bill, KSLPS, will cover this in his article but 
here goes anyway. The board has discussed the 
hamfest we sponsor each year and if it's producing 
enough revenue to warrant all the time by our 
members. 


We plan on discussing this at the regular meetings so 
please come with any and all 
ideas or comments on our hamfest. 


This years hamfest committee put in many, many 
hours in the preparation of the hamfest. 


New ideas were tried and some paid off with 
additional attendance while others were just there. 
We need your input, better yet help, in the planning 
of the 1996 hamfest 


Hey out there, 
anyone like breakfast ? 


In order to increase the social side of our meetings we 
are planning an informal breakfast. The August 12th 
breakfast wil be at Shoney’s Restaurant located 

at 3117 First Avenue and wil start at 9:00am. 


This is a social event only and no official 
club business will take place. 


Sorry but this is a B.Y.0.C.* event, so each of us will 
be responsible for his/her own bill. 


* BUY YOUR OWN CHOW 


Hope to see you there ! 


Okay out there in computer land here is your 
chance to learn about the Internet. 


At the August meeting Mike, KA9LQM, will give a 
presentation on the Internet. If you are anything like 
me you are interested in this topic but know little 
about it. I've been on the Internet and know there are 
many things | could do there. The problem is | have 


no idea how to navigate in there and once there | 
promptly get lost. 


Let's jump on the information super highway and join 
Mike at the August meeting. 


| plan on picking out a seat up front so | can ask the 
most stupid questions............. first! 


New entry level class starts 
In talking with Keith, AASKQ, there will be a entry level 


theory class starting at 9:00am September Sth at the 
Red Cross. The class will be held each Saturday with 
the number of weeks determined by how well the 
class does. : 


After the classes conclude there wil be a test session. 


Keith has had excellent results in the past so if you 
know someone out there wants to obtain an entry 
level license now is the time. 

As usual there will be no charge for the 
instruction but the student will beresponsible for 
his own study guide. 


The book for the class will be the ARRL 


“NOW YOUR TALKING" which can be purchased 
locally at the Ham Station. 


Pass on this information to those 
who are interested in obtaining a 
license. 


73 Terry 
JULY MEETING MINUTES 


@Our July meeting was held at I. T.T. & hosted by 


John N4X1. 
@The meeting opened at 7:30PM by Terry AASMM 


@After intros, a brief regular meeting was held, 
discussing upgrading the 146.790/R Controller 


®The annual gift to the Red Cross was discussed 
briefly, and the '96 Hamfest was also discussed 


@at 7:50PM the meeting was turned over to John, 
N4X1. 


@An article by John covering his presentation 
appears elsewhere in this issue of SPARKS 


@At 8:30PM we took a break for refreshments 
(doughnuts, soft drinks, and coffee; all furnished by 
1.T.T. (TNX JOHN!) 

After refreshments, the meeting was concluded wit) 
a free discussion of John's presentation. 


TNX Charlie 


Treasurer's Report 
Opening Balance 7-1-95 
Expenses: 
Advertisement for Hamfest (Courier) ($19.48) 
Income: 

Funds unused on Field Day $28 86 
Memberships $125.00 

ARRL Membership fee $3.00 
Interest $18.95 

Closing Balance 8-6-95 $4,109.03 


$3,952.70 


Races 


The end of July is fast approaching as | write this, an 
most of our commitments for communications 
assistance are behind us. But not the hot weather it 
seems. Oh, Well, itis summer and what can you 
expect? 


Habitat is behind us and it appears ail went well. 
Because of a more pressing commitment on the U o 
E campus the same week, | could not participate this 


year. But | want to thank those who did. 


@BNOWYO, Glenn; =KD4BXV, Howard; 
=KBSGMI, Dave; SWASIVE, John; 
BWDSHUN, Jenny; #WSNJE, Jim; 
SNSRAH, Mike; =K9OXX, Chris; 
B@N9QVB,Harold; and#WDSEDH, Jim 

all put in stints helping. 


According to W9FHA, John, who spent the week 
building, it would have helped the builders if we had 
more operators available, but it wasn't to be. 


So there will undoubtedly be a next time and we can 
take another look. Maybe we need to plan this one 
farther ahead. 


Beyond that there is nothing planned for RACES that 
lam aware of till October when | anticipate another 
statewide drill. Thanks for all your help and try to 
keep cool. Hope to see you at the August TARS 
meeting. 


73 dal 


QRP NEWS 


This month | am going to let you in on a secret 
that will allow you to purchase all the good stuff 
Bill (K4LRS) is writing about. | know some of 
you have difficulties in convincing your spouse 
that you need funds for that new piece of gear. 
Follow my directions and your spouse will be 
pleading with you to go now, and buy it! 


First set the stage by mentioning that you would 
like to have a new KLP976sx (or whatever). 


Acknowledge that your spouse does need a 
new. (fill in the blank) and that it will 
definitely take priority. 


Then pick an evening that will insure a quiet 
time. Set the table with a candle, rose and put 
on your best after shave or perfume, as 
applicable. A nice bottle of white wine would go 
well with this meal. 


Dim the lights and prepare the following dinner 
according to directions. 


CHICKEN MARSALA 
4 chicken breast halves 2 TBS olive oil 


1 tsp salt 1 small chopped 
onion 

1/4 tsp pepper 1/4 cup dry Marsala 
2 TBS butter 1 cup chicken stock 


Season chicken with salt and pepper 
and in a frying pan, melt butter and olive oil over 
medium heat. Brown chicken and set aside. 
Add onion to pan and cook for two minutes. 
Return chicken to pan, along with Marsala and 
chicken stock and simmer for 30 minutes. 
Prepare pasta of choice, (I like linguine) while 
the chicken is simmering. Serve over pasta 
along with a fresh garden salad. Leave the 


dishes for a more convenient time and enjoy th 
evening. 

Within 24 hours your mate or significar 
other, will be inquiring about your KLP976sx. 
Drag your feet for a millisecond and then “give 
in". Of course you will have given Dan a call in 
advance to insure he has the gizmo in stock 
prior to the BIG NIGHT. Please do not share 
this secret with your spouse or significant other. 
It could work in reverse! On the other hand, iti: 
a nice experience and it pays to be kind to one 
another. 
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PS For Dan....| am available on a part time 
basis, to help you man the phones for this 
special event. For the rest of you, | can help 
with alternate menus. 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Mc , ial eee ,— 
1 2 3 4 
BIRTHDAY : RALPH KASOWT BIRTHDAY : RICHARD BIRTHDAY : PAUL WA9BYZ 
LARRY NSWYC KASHIR 
6 7 8 LAB oe 11 12 
BIRTHDAY : DAVID N9IWY ne M G 
13 1 15 16 17 18 19 
Sere : DARLENE BIRTHDAY : et Be BIRTHDAY : BILLY N9IWYF 
L | ; ay 
| 
20 21 22 23 _ 25 26 
BIRTHDAY : DOUG N93 WYL BIRTHDAY : JEFF N9WYI BIRTHDAY : JASON N9RTB = shes AARON KBSGNM | 
KIRK N9VYS 
rec nome 2 29 3 31 


BIRTHDAY : JOE KBSHGZ 
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Events 


March 11th Mock Disaster Drill (Races/EMA) 
April 1 and 2 Red Cross soccer toumament 
May 13 14 Welborn Hospital soccer tournament 
June 4th Tars Hamfest 

June 16 17 Freedom Festival balloons 

June 23 24 25 Thunder 

June 24 Freedom Festival parade 

June 24- 25 ? Field Day 

July 4th Parade of Lights (boats) and fireworks 
July 17 - 23 Habitat for Humanity Blitz Week 
Aug 3 Drums on the Ohio 


AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE sf eee 


Oct 21 22 Boy Scout Jamboree on the air 


The preceding dates are from Charlie NSGWS 


Please call him @ 477-7716 as soon as you can 
to volunteer to work an event 
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DE K5LPS 


Well this has been a little quieter month and 
that's OK since it has been too hot and 
humid to get much accomplished. 


AUGUST MEETING 

We had a good August meeting with Mike 
Anderson giving us a fine overview of the 
Internet. Mike operates an Amateur Radio 
based BBS with free access and a lot of 
useful programs. Thanks Mike for the 
interesting program and maintaining your 
phone BBS and packet BBS ail these years. 


Meeting Minutes: 
Charlie NSIGWS was away so I'll include the 
minutes of the meeting. 


The meeting was started at 7:35 PM with 
introductions. The secretary's report was 
not presented since it had been published in 
Sparks. 


Bob KASTML reported on an effort he is 
leading at the board's request to inventory 
all TARS equipment. He will be into that 
activity in September so please let Bob 
know of any TARS equipment you have. His 
phone number is 985-2623. 


Joe KBSGMC was thanked for offering to 
lead the 1996 Field Day. 


147.150 


The status of the amplifier for the 7.15 was 
reviewed. Since the antenna work in the 
Spring we have been using Terry's AASMM 
amplifier as the TARS amplifier had low 
output. The board will investigate 
alternatives and make a recommendation at 
the next meeting. 


HAMFEST 

The Hamfest received considerable 
discussion. The Hamfest requires a 
considerable effort which is borne by a 
small segment of the Club. As Hamfests 
and computer shows proliferate, it is 
increasingly difficult to attract commercial 
vendors. The Dayton Hamvention is 
moving into a mid May time slot and our 
traditional date will be right on the heels of 
Dayton. Attendance will no doubt suffer. A 
vote against the traditional, vendor based, 
Hamfest carried, but there was support for a 
different kind of an event that would be 
more of a picnic with tailgate or table sales. 
The board will work on a proposal along 
these lines. 


NATIVE AMERICAN DAYS 


Matt KBSBPJ mentioned that the Friends of 
Angle Mounds will be having Native 
American Days September 16 and 17 and 
could use some communication support. 


Mat will firm up the requirements. Let Matt 
know if you can support this event, phone 


476-5554. 


An informal breakfast or coffee get together 
was announced for 9 AM Saturday morning 
at the First Ave. AT Shoneys. 


The meeting broke for donuts and soft 
drinks prior to Mike Anderson's program on 
the Internet. 


Saturday Morning Eyeball QSO's: 
Well a few of us are having a good time 
swapping stories, news, and all the things 
that Hams talk about when they get 
together. We have gotten together twice 
(Shoneys and Mary-Go-Round). | hope you 
will join us! Listen to the 7.15 for location. 
Last Saturday Marc N9RLD dropped by. Its 
good to have Marc back “permanently” from 
Eiko, Nevada! Unfortunately I'll be in Texas 
for the next couple of Saturdays so | won't 
be able to make it. 


Entry Level Classes 

If you know of anyone wanting to attend 
Technician class have them contact Keith 
AASKQ. He will be starting September Sth. 


a 
That's all for now. 73 f sill 


1995 Jamboree On The Air 


a sae ae OCs ae a a 


Put the third weekend of October on your calendar to DO A GOOD TURN for Scouting. We are putting on the annual 
JOTA event for the area scouts and need operators and equipment to demonstrate and expose possible new hams to 
amateur radio. 


This is the 38 th year for this special world wide scouting event. 


Come out, and work the world with a curious scout and enjoy Extra class privileges!!! Scouts all over the world will be 
talking and exchanging ideas and scouting experiences. 


Last year in about two weeks and only by word of mouth we assembled 4 complete stations with antennas for 40 , 20, 
15, 17 and 10 meters and had over 64 scouts attend. 


Everyone, operators and scouts, had a great time and the parents / scout leaders were impressed with the turnout and 
exposure to a fascinating new hobby. 


This year it will be even bigger and better, a lot more scouts and if we get enough operators, two locations. The primary 
site this year will be Old Ben Scout Reservation near Winslow, In. October 21 & 22 is also the annual Buffalo Trace 
Council Fall Camporee with about 300 to 400 scouts expected to attend. What a great pool of new hams I!!! 


We will have 3 or 4 complete stations at this site. The second site (operators and equipment permitting) will be at the 4-H 
center, or the State Hospital grounds, in Evansville, for those scouts who cannot make it to the Fall Camporee. 


If you would like to help out or have equipment that someone else could use please call me at 479-7391 and | will 
assemble a list of people and equipment for this FUN event.. 
Thanks and 73, 


Gordon 


WROW 


De AASMM 


Sorry | was unable to make the August meeting. | would have liked 
to have heard the presentation given by Mike ( KA9LQM) on the 
Internet. | understand from several members that attended that Mike 
did an excellent job. Thanks Mike for taking the time from your busy 
schedule to speak at our meeting. 


September meeting 


we have Mr. Patrick Holl who will talk on Cellular telephone systems. 
Pat has been in the Cellular sales business almost since it started in 
Evansville and he is familiar with cell sites and what makes them tick. 
Since this is a growing communication media Pat should be able to 
give us a working knowledge on how the systems work. Just in case 


he cannot hold our attention on the topic, he has a great sense of gab. 


Not to say that he is a wind bag, but Pat never seems to run out of 
things to say, and a few well chosen jokes are usually thrown in for 
good measure. 


New Repeater 


if anyone is interested | have purchased a 440 repeater and have it on 
the air at this time. | am still working bugs out of the Kenmore, oops 
sorry Keith, Kenwood but for the most part It is working okay. My big 


headache is the paging services downtown that seom to tear up the 
receive. The repeater is at 443.400 Mhz with the standard plus 5 Mhz 
offset. in order to keep the paging service out of it, there is a PL tone 


of 141.3 needed to open the squelch. At this time it is only running 
30 watts to the antenna minus the feedline loss. Please feel free to 
use it as needed. 


Saturday “Get together" 

The Saturday morning breakfast went well on the first two meetings. 
On the third | had to be at the Red Cross so! have no idea how many 
members turned out. In case you have forgotten we are getting 
together on Saturday mornings at the Merry-Go-Round restaurant 
located on old Highway 41 North. A good time was had by all with all 
the story telling going on and you are missing out on a good time if 
you don't attend. Sorry but you must bring your own cash for this 
one, unless you can talk Bill ( KSLPS ) into buying ! 


Entry Level (no code)Licensing Class 

Well Keith ( AASKQ ) will be at it again starting September 9th at the 
Red Cross. Another entry level theory class will start at 9:00AM sharp 
that morning. The number of sessions will depend on the progress of 
the students and a test session will be scheduled at the end of the 
sessions. 


If you know of anyone interested in attending 
these classes please contact Keith at 425-3012 or 
myself at 421-9135. As usual there is no fee for 
the classes and we even provide coffee and 
donuts. 


Thanks to Keith we have added quite a number of new hams to our 
radio club. I'msure he will be adding more after this class. The 
success rate for his classes is in the very high 98 %-99% range. 


Yosemite Sam? 

Say have you seen, or heard, a strange person on the air in the last 

few weeks? Seems we have someone back in Evansville after being 

out west for a period of time. Now what was that name and call sign ? 
Hummmm, sounds like one of the gold dust twins tome. Welcome 

home Marc from the mines out West. Where is my sample of gold 

dust? 


Cerry 


AASMM 


New Ham 3/31/95 


Peter b. Hassel of Evansville 


TECH..........00. KB9SLKQ 
CONGRATULATIONS ! 


a 
Special Events 
DE N9GWS 
We have a few "special Events” left in 1995 


On Sunday Oct. 1st, we have a double-header 


2) The "Diabetes Association Walk" 
we need 4-6 operators 
call John 422-5221 or Charlie 477-7716 


Oct 21& 22"Jamboree on the Air" 
Once again, we will be putting on the Boy Scout's Jamboree on the Air 


This is BIG TIME FUN ! 


Gordon Conley Is in charge....... Please give hima call at 479-7391 


| would like to thank the following for their help at 


“DRUMS ON THE OHIO" ON AUG. 3. 


This is always a "First Rate" EVENT. 


WSUMS 

WSFHA 

WASIVE 

WN9HRB 
DARLENE KA9AZS 
NICK NSWYG 
RANDY NSYAI 
ME 


TNX 
Charlie 
NSGWS 

477-7716 


QRP NEWS 


If you read last month's column, you will recall it was a secret recipe to inspire your 
mate to go along with thepurchase of new gear. I followed my own advice on many 
occasions the past two months and will fill you in on the results. (No we are not 
expecting an addition to our family...I don't think.) 


After reading everything I could find on RF analyzers (SWR checkers), I bought the 
Autek RF-1, It is one of the cheaper units at $135 delivered and works great. The 
digital readout is very bright and is used to display frequency, SWR, capacitance, 
inductance and impedance. The unit has a self contained 9 volt battery and works up 
to 35 Mhz. My first use was to tune the Texas Bugcatcher mobile antenna, My 
normal way of doing this was to have Pam (X YL) key the rig and shout readings 
while I stand in the back of the truck and made adjustments. This is a REAL test of 
marital strength and endurance. 


[ have now opened the coax at the bottom of the antenna and installeda connector that 
uses a barrel to join the coax going to the cab. The feed is opened and the RF-1 is 
used at the bottom of the antenna. I can slide the coil connection up and down and 
read the instrument to determine the best setting. No RF burns or unnecessary QRM. 


| am currently using it on a fancy log periodic antenna that W9UMS is putting up. 
Without it, we would be lost! 


This piece of test equipment (or one similar such as those by MFJ) are a necessity for 
those of us that like to play with antennas. 


My next purchase was a Ten Tec Scout. After looking at all the rice boxes, I again 
went the cheap route and bought the Scout for my mobile rig. I usually end up on 40 
or 20 so an all band rig was not a big requirement for me. I wanted a CW filter, built 
in SWR bridge and keyer. The Scout did that at a big savings. I have worked into 
Europe and South America on 20 meters from the mobile. 


The BIG test is being conducted out in the mountains of the west at this time. It does 
have some quirks like the microprocessor stabilized PTO. The VFO tends to be 
wobbly until the processor kicks in and takes over (about | second after tuning the 
PTO). So far I am very pleased with the performance. All of this stuff is used in 
my new '95 extended cab truck. 


You won't believe the number of gourmet delights | had to invent and the pleading 
from my wife before I "gave in" and bought the truck. Then she begged me to go tent 


camping and prepare more delicious meals on an open fire. Just imagine the sun 
sitting over the mountain while a fire crackles. The smell of sliced Spam sizzling and 
a can of beans bubbling away. In the background a mountain stream rushes by and 
you hear the sound of DX on 20 mtr CW. 


Is that fun or what? 
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John 


WSFHA 


PS: Just to set the record straight, my XYL could not be more supportive of my 
hobbies. I do most of the cooking on camping trips and make fancy meals at home. 
We have a great time together! Tent camping is not her preferred way to go but she 
loves me and is giving in to this one, Alli winter trips will be in “her" RV trailer. 
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PRODUCT REVIEW COMET SB-5 2 METER/70CM ANTENNA 


For a few years I had on top of my old Buick a simple 1/4 wave two 
meter antenna.,it did work well and I really had no complaints. 
However, when the simplex nets started on 146.58 I felt the time had 
come for a new and better antenna. The old man began to do some 
shopping and comparing some apples and oranges as the old adage 
goes. 

I have been well pleased with this antenna, and I will tell you why in 
the next few paragraphs, and who knows may even convince you to 
buy one. 


Cosmetics: 

This model is like most dual band antennas, at the base is a larger 
resonator and in the middle of the radiator is a smaller one for the 
70cm application. The overall appearance presents a sleek "HI 
TECH LOOK" wherever you mount it. 


I used a Larsen mag mount on the top of the car, yes I know ....1 look 
like I have a large spike sticking out of my head ,but I do get results 
on the road. 


Overall performance: 

Comet claims a forward gain of 4.5 DB with this model. 

| have seen a variance in this figure in other ham publications .I feel 
that 4.5 DB is a realistic figure, and is a reasonable and accurate claim 
after putting it to the test. 


| made several comparisons with the Comet and my 1/4 wave not 
only with transmitted results, but receiving as well. I am glad to 
report that all tests were positive, and no glum faces when it comes to 
this model. 


The first test was performed about a mile from my house, I selected a 


distant repeater, that being the Madisonville, Ky. machine, which is 
38 miles north of Henderson. I used my 1/4 wave first and checked 
the signal level, it was down in the noise and for all practical purposes 
not strong enough to have a contact. Switching to the Comet the 
signal level ,although still in the noise was more audible then with the 
1/4 wave. I then checked the same antennas with the Owensboro ,Ky 
repeater, and found that with the 1/4 wave they were 3 s units, and 
with the Comet 5 lights lit up without a problem. 

Again checking distant repeaters I found that the Booneville machine 
was one s unit with the 1/4 wave and a 3 with the Comet. The 
Booneville machine does not have much signal in Henderson when 
one is mobile. 

Some further test were conducted on the transmitted signal using 
five watts output in one of the worst areas in Henderson for two 
meters. This area is near the land fill, and it seems like all two meter 
signals get eaten up by the signal eating monster. Even the 146.97 
repeater has problems in this area, it is the "BLACK HOLE"of all the 
nasty areas in the Tri-state region. 


Dean K4ADJ and I have been playing with antennas for decades and 
I asked him if he would help me with this part of the performance 
check. Using 5 watts in the Black Hole, I was way down in the noise 
with the 1/4 wave, but with the Comet, I raised my signal one S$ Unit. 
Enough that he could copy me ,and that I could be heard at his 
location about ten miles south. 


For the final test I was about five miles from Dean's house and this 
time we used his Handy Talkie with a simple rubber duck antenna. 
Putting a distance of about five miles between us ,again we found that 
the signal strength using five watts of power, was stronger with the 
Comet then with the 1/4 by at least 2 s units! 


Bandwidth: 


About two megahertz ,I found that right out of the box the resonant 
frequency was flat at 146.00 ,rose to 1.2 at 147.90 and to 1.5 at 
145.00, no problem in this area. 


I did not at the time have any gear to check it on 70cm..I did 
however, ask other hams that use 70cm and they tell me that it works 
very well on this band also. 


Negative Points: 

The overall size of the antenna may pose a problem, due to it's length. 
You may hit some trees, garage doors, and other obstacles which may 
produce a loud thump on the top of your car. I have learned to live 
with it, I just lower the antenna when I go into the garage, and watch 
where I drive my car.. Thank goodness I have a mag mount! 

The overall length is 33 inches and may be just a little long for most 
hams. If you can tolerate the long length ,then you will be happy with 
the results you get. 


Overall ,the Comet is a performer and you 
will not feel you wasted your money on this 
one. 


On a four star rating I will give this one a 


*** and 1/2. 


Standby/ (Si l l /K4LRX 


Licensing Classes 


This year (fall that is), [ am planning on at least 
two and perhaps three class sessions. If you know 
of someone, who has shown some interest in 
getting their ham "ticket", YOU should contact 
them and let them know of these classes. As usual 
there is NO FEE (except for the testing fee of $5.90, 
and students must buy their textbook NOW 
YOU'RE TALKING. (AVAL AT THE HAM STATION AND RADIO SHACK) 


Classes will be held at the Evansville Red 
Cross. Currently the tentative times are from 9:00 
AM TIL approx 12:00 NOON. If these times are not 
satisfactory they CAN BE CHANGED !! 


Call; 
Keith @ 425-3012 
or 


Terry @ 421-9135 


Thanks To; 


AASKQ - KEITH 
NSRLD - MARC 
NSRAH - MIKE 
NSJWV -DAVID 
N9YAI - RANDY 
NSYAH - KEN 
KB9LKQ = PJ 
AND 

NSGWS - ME 


Who "worked" the parade for the 50th Anniversary of 
the END OF WW II 


Silent 


Frank L. Hirt 
WB9QDR 
92 


formerly of Evansville passed away July 31, 
1995 at Professional Care Nursing Center in 
Dale, IN. 


He was a retired Vice President of Keller 
Crescent Co. and a long time member of 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society. He was 
the first chairman of the McCutchan Award 
Committee and held that position from its 
beginning in 1977 until his resignation at the 
end of 1982. Frank, WB9QDR, and Hal 
Wilson, WB9FNN, were the first winners of 
the award. 


Frank was active in T.A.R.S. and taught 
classes for several years. After the death of 
this wife, Marie, in 1982, Frank moved to 
Santa Claus, IN to be near his son. 


Services were at Becher Funeral Home in 
Ferdinand, IN, with entombment in Park 
Lawn Cemetery in Evansville on August 2, 
1995. 
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THE TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 


CLUB NOTES 


DE KoLPS 


Well it is hard to believe that Fall is here, but that is OK, | have had 
enough hot weather for one year! | thought we had a great meeting in 
September. Thanks to Terry AASMM for arranging it and thanks to 
Patrick Holl for an interesting talk on cellular telephones. We also got 
a lot covered in the business meeting. 


New Repeater Amplifier: 

| know Terry will cover it in his article, but he got the new amp 
installed on the 7.15 in record time after the meeting vote to replace 
the old defective amp. It sounds better than everl Luckily Terry's 
amplifier, which had been in service since the antenna upgrade in the 
Spring, was easily repaired. It had gotten so hot that a final transistor 
had unsoldered itself! (An undocumented feature!) It just goes to 
prove the point that amateur grade amplifiers will not serve long term 
in repeater service at full output. Terry has ordered the fan kit for the 
new amp, and it is a commercial grade unit, so we should have a 
reliable amplifier on the 7.15. 


Class: 

The current class, meeting on Saturday Morning at the Red Cross is 
well attended and we are looking forward to some new call signs on 
the air in a few weeks. Thanks to Keith AASKQ, Marc N9RLD and 
Terry AASMM for supporting the classes. 


October Meeting: 

Don't forget that the October meeting will be a COOK OUT! Try to be 
at the Red Cross around 6PM but if you can't make until latter, come 
when you can. For those who are interested, a covered dish or desert 
will be appreciated don't feel like you have to bring one. I'm sure there 
will be plenty of food! TARS will provide the meat (hamburgers and 
hot-dogs) buns, fixings, and soft drinks. We will be using TARS’ best 
paper plates and plastic so if you want a real plate, bring it. No formal 


program is planned but we will try to have some rigs and antennas 
operational. | see a lot of publicity about the amateur SETI project so 
we may polish our skills in searching for extra terrestrials. 


New Members: 
Welcome to the following new members: 
Sherri Pribble KB9LFL, Pete Hassel KB9LKQ, Julie 


Shoptaugh N9MLB and David King AA9AN. 
Membership is now 165! 


Saturday Morning Breakfast: 

We have been getting together on Saturday mornings to have 
breakfast and swap ham radio stories, etc. at the Merry-Go-Round 
Restaurant on N. Fares Ave. (opposite McDonalds) We have moved 
the time to 8 AM so the instructors can make it to their 9 AM class. 


Christmas Party: 

Start planning now for the Christmas Party. We had to move the date 
to Wednesday, December 13, so it will be one day before the regular 
meeting date. The location will be the Sirloin Stockade on Bellemeade 
Ave. which is a half block west of Green River RD.. Our previous 
location, Lacy's, is out of business and there were not many places 
that could handle a group of our size. Delores KASKRD is hard at 
work and already has many of the prizes. I'm sure it will be a great 
night. As soon as we firm up the cost we will start taking 
reservations. Please plan to attend, itis one of our best meetings. 


CONGRATULATIONS Aaron! 


You may have seen it in the newspaper, but in case you didn't... TARS 
member Aaron McLain KB9GMN was named a National Merit Scholarship 


semifinalists. Aaron was one of only six students in Evansville to achieve the 
honor. The semifinalists represent about one half of one per cent of those 
taking the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test in the 19000 high 
schools over the US. 


Hamfests 
A couple of good Hamfests are coming up in October. See you there. 


* Hoosier Hills (Bedford, IN) at the 4-H Fairgrounds on Sunday 
October 8. Gates open at 5 AM. 


Free Chili & Hot-dog Supper at 6 PM Saturday Oct. 7. $6, Talk in on 
146.73 


* Louisville, October 14 and 15, at the Kentucky Fair and 


Exposition Center. Doors open at 8 AM each day. $5, Talk in on 
146.88 


TARS Jackets, Shirts and Caps 

We are getting together an order for TARS 
jackets, shirts and caps. | am checking on 
prices and will have information for the 
October meeting. Please contact me at 
853-5806 if you are interested. They look great 
and make us stand out at special events. 


Thanks Brian WB9QVRI!!! 
TARS got more TV coverage as a result of 
hurricane Opal. WFIE Channel 14 contacted 
us and wanted an on air interview related to 
conditions and traffic into the hurricane 
affected area. I'm sure many of you saw Brian 
WB9QVR do an excellent job of representing 
TARS and amateur radio on the 5 PM, 6 PM 
and 10 PM (actually 11:30 due to the baseball 
game) news casts plus the first news cast the 
next morning. Brian gets my vote for TARS 
Public Information Officer, let's draft him. 


73 


Sill 


a 


DE AASMM 
Veauhe 


to Patrick Holl for the presentation at last month's meeting. As| said, 
| have know Pat for some time and he certainly has a way with words. 
( Hummm, a close second to Keith, AA9KQ, when it comes to talking. ) 
I've been a customer of Pat's for some time and have quizzed him 
many times on cellular issues. It seems he always has an answer to 
questions | ask. Say, doesn't that sound like Keith again? Maybe they 
are related | 


AMPLIFIER 


After the vote at the September meeting | picked up the new repeater 
amplifier for the 147.150 repeater. Once again mine had bit the dust 
and it's output was less that the exciter power. Oh great! thought as! 
carried it around in the trunk of the car. Should | take it to Steve at the 
Ham Station or just scrap it out. Well, not wanting to dispose of a 
good piece of equipment | took it to him and asked him to check it out. 
A fast screwdriver here, wire there, dummy load in place and then the 
power supply was hooked up. “Not a good sign” were the first words 
out of Steve's mouth as he checked the power out. He was driving it 
with 7 watts and with the amp on the poor little watt needle just didn't 
want to move off the peg. Any of us that have been up in the shop at 
the Ham Station can tell you Steve is a master at finding mysterious 
ways to make things work again. Again he worked a little magic and 
discovered that the amp had been so hot the final transistor has 
un-soldered itself. "Not to worry" Steve said as he soldered it back in 
place. Ah, there it was once again. A fully functional piece of 
equipment. Thanks Steve and the Ham Station for pulling me out 
once again. 


Anyway, back to the new amp on the 147.15 repeater. (| must be 
hanging around Keith to much these days as | ramble on! ) We now 
have a brand new TE Systems amp on line and it seems to be working 
out very well. At one time the old amp had overheated and blew the 
finals. Mine almost had the same fate but was brought back to life. 


Yep, there we go the heat is getting to the finals in the amps at the 
post. After checking with the Prez , KSLPS, | ordered a commercial fan 
kit for the new piece of equipment. In checking with TE Systems they 
recommend the fan kit even though the amp is rated at continuous 


duty. As soon as it arrives | will make a trip to the post and see that it 
is installed. 


CLASSES 


The latest entry level theory class has started at the Red Cross. 
As in the past it starts at 9am and ends around 12 noon. There is still 
time for someone to make the classes if you happen to know anyone 
interested. Keith is the instructor for the session and there will be a 
ARRL VE Test session for class members and anyone else wanting to 
test. Listen to the 147.150 repeater for information on this test 
session. Keith has had excellent results from these classes, and best 
of all they are free. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY ....ALREADY? 


Much talk has been given at the last few board meetings about the 
annual Christmas Party. The search has been on to find a good 
place since the closing of Laceys. We have checked out places and 
found one that we feel is suitable. I'm sure Bill will cover this in his 
article so | won't expand on this. 


ELECTION APPROACHES 


Also we have a committee working on a recommendation for Officers 
and four board member slots for the new year. We will have this at 
the October meeting for all members to consider. It's that time of year 


to elect new officers and board members. Put your thinking 
hat on and come to the October meeting with your thoughts. We need 
your input and votes on the people you would like to work for you. 


OCTOBER MEETING 


Okay here we go folks.... There will be no speaker at the October 
meeting. Rather we will have a good ol’ hamburger and hot dog cook 
out. The club is sponsoring the cook out and it is a "meet your fellow 
ham" cook out. We will furnish the hamburgers, hot dogs with fixings 
and soft drinks. No charge for the feast and for those that wish to a 
covered dish would be appreciated but not required. Please don't feel 
bad if you don't have a covered dish because all we want is to see 
your smiling face anyway. We have to find some way to figure the 
amount of food to bring so please feel free to bring your spouse and 
immediate family living athome. Come hungry and lets meet our 
fellow hams with a nice informal cook out. 


JAMBOREE ON THE AIR 
000000000 


One more thing I need to cover is the JOTA that Gordon , WR9W, is 
involved in. Hey folks, this really is great fun! Speaking for one that 
has been there I can tell you that this scrooge had one heck of a good 
time. The dates are October 21 & 22 with several locations needing 
our help. Sorry | cannot provide further information at this time but I 
feel Gordon will be at the October meeting and can fill us in. 

That's it for this month. See ya at the October meeting. 
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CLUB MEETING MINUTES 9/14/95 
7:30 PM Red Cross 
Meeting opened by Bill, KSLPS 


it was moved, seconded, and approved to dispense with the reading 
of the Secretary’s minutes, and the Treasurers report. 


Gordon, WR9W explained J.O.T. A. ( Jamboree On The Air) for the Boy 
Scouts, and asked for volunteer operators, and gear. The dates are 
Oct 21, and 22. Help if you can PLEASE. 


N9GWS, Charlie asked for help for the Annual Pumpkin Metric (bike 
ride) and the Diabetes walk, Both on Sunday Oct 1. 


Bob, KASTML is doing an inventory of all of the club’s equipment. 


Keith, AASKQ touched on the new class which started on 9/9, and the 
Fall National Exam Day which was September 30. 


Terry, AA9MM, reported on the 147.150 Repeater. 


Our amp died. 


A motion was made and seconded to buy a new one. The old amp 
was covered by our ARRL insurance 


We broke for refreshments at this point 
After the break, Patrick Holl of Cellular Discount Services, gave a very 
good talk on cellular services. 


He was very well received. 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM by Bill, KSLPS. 


Charlie 


to all those who “worked” the 
14th Annual Great Pumpkin Metric 


N4xI 
KBSGNI 
AASMM 
AASKQ 
NSYAH 
WSCVN 
WBSQVR 
NSGWS 
KB9LKQ 


QRP NEWS 


We made it! After 4724 miles in 15 days, | have some good things and bad things to say about my choice of mobile 
equipment. Nothing like a field test to really find out how things will work. Our trip took us through Rocky Mountain, 
Teton, Yellowstone, and Glacier National Parks. We spent several days in Calgary, Alberta with a trip to Banff and back 
through the Black Hills of South Dakota to home. We camped out of the back of the pickup with a tent and spent several 
days visiting with friends. It was a fantastic trip with some awesome sights. Ham radio filled the periods when the 
scenery didn't and two meter radio helped to coordinate visiting with our friends. You can't beat the mountain top 
repeaters when you are two hours out and announce your intention to come for a visit. The Ten Tec Scout worked great 
and spent most of the time on 20 meter CW. | worked into Europe, South and Central America and all over the US. 
Sending CW was not as difficult as tuning the Scout while driving. The quirky PTO is very touchy on the road and it is 
difficult to zero on frequency. Once the frequency is selected, it is rock stable. Considering the price of the rig, it is still 
my choice for my style of operating. While parked, it is not a problem. The Texas Bug Catcher really works but... is it 
big! After almost loosing the coil and tearing off the mount | added a second guy line to help stabilize it. Still had 
problems with the coil vibrating loose so with the help of my friend in Calgary, we put Locktite on the threads and 
resolved the problem with the coil. Two days later the base came loose and only the guys kept it on the truck at 70 mph. 
Since 20 meters was not in good shape that day and changing taps for 40 takes awhile, we switched to two meters and 
headed for Rapid City, SD. Met anice ham in Yellowstone, the campground host, who gave me an old ARRL Repeater 
Directory. It was a real help in locating some super repeaters up north. We chatted with elk hunters, forest tower 
observers and many other nice folks, resulting in guidance on where to camp and what to see. As a result of the trip, 
there will be some changes made. The mobile CW and the Scout will stay. With the center console in the truck it is easy 
to operate CW while driving or while parked, waiting for Pam to complete her shopping. A second antenna mount will be 
added so that | can have both the HF and VHF rigs available. The HF antenna must be modified. | am going to mount a 
Hustler coil on the Bug Catcher base and see how that performs. It is easier to change coils than to change taps and the 
antenna is shorter. When it comes to antennas, | have always believed "bigger is better" but......easy of operation and 
stability are very important. Don't leave home without a Repeater Directory and your VHF rig. However, there are miles of 
road without VHF or any broadcast radio coverage out west and that is when you really enjoy HF mobile. This week (last 
week in September) we are headed for Kentucky and will do some QRP operating from Pennyrile State Park. Don't forget 
the ARCI (QRP) Fall QSO Party on October 14. Now is the time to check out some of the QRP kits and heat up the 
soldering iron. If you need help in getting choosing a rig or wiring it, give me a call. 


John 


WSFHA 


RACES 


Well, it is past deadline and | may be too late but what the heckl Summer is gone and | believe there is supposed to be some 


sort of "test" activity this month but | haven't found anything in my mail to tell me what it is so it will have to come off on 
the spur of the moment if it is to happen. 


But in the mean time, let me ramble briefly on a subject that affects a lot of us adversely, specially in ham radio, and that 
is patience. In our fast paced world we seem to become very impatient, demanding instant "gratification" if that is the 
correct word, but in ham radio this impatience can quickly work against you. 


1 hear a lot of calls on the bands, both on HF and VHF, which go unanswered. A lot of times there just is no one there who wants 
to talk right then. But all too often the desired QSO is not had because the person calling is impatient. Think about it - 

how many times have you heard someone call, indicating he's looking for some one to talk to, but who then says "QSY" before 
you can pick up the mike? It happens a lot and it would not happen as often if the caller would wait at least 30 seconds 

before switching frequencies. Not every one is sitting at their radio just waiting for your calll They may be listening and 

willing to talk but in the kitchen getting a cup of coffee or what have you. Give them time to respond before you give up and 
move. You may not get a response every time, but if you get impatient and run off too quickly, you may get a reputation you 
don't want for calling and then running off before anyone can respond. 


You certainly would not give up on a "DX" call, be it Australia on 10 meters or Chicago on 146.52 on one brief try, so apply the 


same patience when looking for a local contact no matter where you are. | have had many a good conversation with someone who took 
several minutes to get clear of a project before picking up the mike. 


This is also most appropriate if you need help. If you have to call for help do not let your excitement get you hopping from repeater to 
repeater without allowing adequate time for someone to respond. Doing so you might never get a response when you need it most. 


Christmas is less than 3 months off so be patient, Santa will most certainly get here. 
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TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
1996 P.O. BOX 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 
Address Telephone 
City State Zip 
How long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 


What is your occupation? 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


Use back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 


Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


What type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


| Regular member ... $25.00 
___ Add‘ family member/full 
: membership privileges $5.00 
___ Associate member .. $25.00 
__. Add’l family member/fuil 
membership privileges $5.00 
__ Senior Member .... $12.50 
___ Add’l family member/full 
membership privileges $2.50 
___ Student member(thru High 
: School-no voting .. FREE 
_-__ Student member/full 
_— membership privileges $12.50 
-__ Handicapped member 
(seebylaws) 


If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 
What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 


lf you want an Autodial slot for 79.96, list the phone number you want 
EE STS PEO) hey a ne 
SamervasJastVear.  ——— OE ee Ee Ee Oe 


Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 


TARS 
PO Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 
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CLU } NOTE: 


| DE K5LPS | 


Well I'm sure of one thing, no one left the October meeting hungry! 
The food was great and we had a great time. Thanks to Nick N9WYG, 
Greg KB9GML and Randy NSYAI for their grills. Especially Randy 
since he provided a grill and couldn't even attend due to class. 
Thanks to Terry AASMM for getting the meat, soft drinks, and ail the 
other stuff. He was able to get a really good "deal" on the food. The 
covered dishes were outstanding! We will have to try that again 
soon, Spring maybe. 


Nominations: 

Thanks to the nominating committee Terry AA9MM, Bob KASTML, 
John N9XXK and Marc NSRLD for their work in providing a slate of 
officers and board members. The ballot is attached in this copy of 
Sparks. If you cannot attend the November meeting please use it to 
cast your vote. As | was nominated for a second term as president, | 
would like to share a reservation that | expressed to the nominating 
committee. | will have to miss a couple of meetings in the coming year 
to take care of business in Texas. That always troubles me because | 
feel like I'm letting the club down, but I'm sure the other officers will 
keep things going smoothly. Or at least that's what they said while 
trying to get me to agree to a second term. :-) 


THANKS; 


Walktoberfest 

Thanks to Marc N9RLD, Greg KB9GML, Willie WDOSFHA and David 
WASC who helped me with the American Diabetes Association walk 
this year. To quote the letter thanking TARS for their help. "This 
year's Walktoberfest was a huge success and we couldn't have done 
it without you. You can be proud to know that you helped the walkers 
to raise a record-breaking $33,707!" 


Great Pumpkin Metric: 

Charlie N9IGWS headed up this event and included a list of 
participating TARS members in last month's Sparks, but! wanted to 
add my thanks to Charlie and all those who helped. It sounded like a 
fun event where amateur radio and TARS provided a real service. 

95 Field Day Success!!! 

It was GREAT to see W90G in the number FOUR spot in class 3A 
Battery of the Field Day results in QST (Nov. pg 126)! The use of QRP 
and battery power (plus highly skilled operators, of course) really paid 
off in the score. Congratulations to Bob KA9TML and everyone who 
helped with the effort. Now Joe KB9GMC has something to shoot at 
next year. 


Jackets, Shirts and Caps: 

We have continued to look for the best deal on jackets, shirts and 
caps. Siegel’s who previously provided them, no longer does silk 
screening and has gone completely to a computer controlled 
embroidery. They will waive the usual sizable setup fee since we 
would be a continuing customer. This will also eliminate the need to 
batch order since there is little setup time with the embroidery. The 
embroidery, according to them, is more robust. The down side is that 
it is a couple of dollars more per piece than the silk screen prices I've 
gotten. It seems to me to be worth it, especially since it opens up the 
opportunity for single orders at any time. | will be checking with those 
who signed up or contacted me by phone to get their input. 


Christmas Party: 

As we said last month, the TARS Christmas Party will be at the Sirloin 
Stockade on December 13th. Make your reservations for this fun 
meeting by getting $5 per person to the Treasurer. Since TARS is 
subsidizing the meal, we ask that you limit your request to yourself 


CLOSING BALANCE 


. 


and a guest. Others are welcome and can be accommodated at the 
Sirloin Stockade's regular buffet price. As | said last month, Delorus 
KASKRD already has many of the nice prizes that she always finds 
and the ever popular "dollar bill grab bag" will return. If your are 


unable to catch Greg you can mail your request to TARS, PO Box 
4521, Evansville IN 47724 


1996 Dues: 


Thanks to those of you who have already used the 1996 TARS 
application included in last month's Sparks to renew their 
membership. If you haven't already, pull the application as a reminder 
to pay your dues. At the last board meeting the board adopted a 
policy (which needs to be incorporated in the Constitution) to treat full 
dues paid in the last quarter as covering the remainder of the current 
year, plus the following year. So, if you know anyone who is 
interested in joining TARS, they do not need to wait until the new year. 
They can join now for the same amount. 


OOPS! 

There continues to be little evidence that my typing fingers are 
connected to my brain in any way. Last month's new members list 
had David King with the wrong call. It should have been KB9GMI. 
David was proud of the extra class call but! couldn't convince the 
FCC to just go along with my mistake. Sorry David! 
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TREASURERS REPORT 


OPENING BALANCE 3516.66 
INTEREST 9.01 
MEMBERSHIP 262.50 
ARRL RENEWAL 2.00 
INSURANCE CLAIM 120.00 
OCT. COOKOUT EXP. 108.67 [-] 


3801.50 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 


Ballot for 1996 Officers and Board Members 


Officers 

President 

Bill Cook K5LPS 
Vice President 

Terry Brooks AASMM 
Treasurer 

Greg McLain KB9GNL 
Secretary 

Keith Phillips AA9KQ 
Board Members 

John McCormick N9XXK 
Joe Salee KBSGMC 


Bill Hilyerd K4LRX 
Gordon Conley WR9SW 


For 


Against 


For 


aan 


Write in Vote 


; 


Against Write in Vote 


; | DE AASMM | 


Did you get enough to eat at the October meeting? If not you have no 
one to blame but yourself. Plenty of good food and fellowship made 
for a very enjoyable evening. Thanks to those that made grills 
available for us to use at the cookout. 


If the membership enjoyed this type of activity maybe they can let us 
know and we can do it again. For the most part it seems that all had a 
great time. 


Food consumed at the meeting was 80 1/4 pound hamburgers, 40 1/4 
pound hotdogs, 5 cases of soft drinks, several assorted bags of chips 
and goodies. 


But the best was all the GREAT food brought by the members. All 
those home cooked goodies and baked desserts were super. But 
being on the diet that! am, | was unable to try the desserts. Yeah 


Rightl 


ELECTIONS 

A committee was formed a short time ago to recommend Officers and 
board members for the coming year. Bob, KASTML, John, N9XXK 
and myself were on the committee. This committee met at the Red 
Cross and came up with a slate for 1996. You will find attached to this 
issue of Sparks a ballot for voting for the Officers and Board 
members. Please take time to fill out the ballot and return it at the 
November meeting. 


CLUB APPAREL 

I'm sure Bill, KSLPS, will cover this but! will put in a short note on 
TARS shirts, hats and jackets. We are attempting to have a sample of 
the new embroidery styles by the November meeting. It appears as 
thought the prices for these new style items will be very near the older 
silk screen version. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Thanks to Bill, KSLPS, for some of the leg work on the Christmas 
party scheduled for this December. | know between Bill and several 
others, many places were contacted for availability and pricing for our 
annual Christmas Blow Out. Okay all you hams out there now is the 
time to work on being nice. Remember Ol Santa will be watching and 
taking notes, so be good. It looks like the Sirloin Stockade will be the 


place to be in December. | don't know if Bill has a firm price yet, but 
he is working on it. Also we owe many thanks to those the work to 
provide us with the gifts from Ol Santa. More about that next month 
when things are a little more organized. 


MYSTERY MEETING ? 

The November presentation will have to remain a surprise. Yep, in 
talking with Ed, N9XYE, we felt that we would keep the membership in 
suspense until the November meeting. Yeah that's right, you will have 
to come to the meeting to find out what is going on. And no, there's 
nothing super secret going on. Just BE THERE and you will find the 
topic to be interesting and fun filled. Ed, The Hook, will be the 
featured speaker during the November meeting. Our lips are sealed 
so don't ask ! 


(an you believe it ? This year is coming to a close already, and wow , 
where did the almost 300 other days of the year go. In thinking about 
the past 11 months | feel that we need to thank many, many members 
of TARS for the work they have done. | can't start naming those that 
have worked so hard all year for fear of missing someone. Several 
project were started and completed, numerous times we assisted at 
public events, the fund raisers, field day, Hamfest, parades, meetings, 
ect. How can we ever thank those that have set aside their private 
time to assist the club? | just don't know how except to simply say 
thanks. 


» Maybe you are thinking why is this fool talking 
about this in November. Well, | am just planning 
ahead for the new year. | know the TARS hard 
workers enjoy helping others, but there are times 
when a little relief is needed. 


» Please try to find the time in 1996 to assist your 
fellow members when asked. If we all pitch in we can 
accomplish our goals without causing an undue 
burden on any one person or group of persons. 
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DE WBOFNN 


PUBLIC EVENT 


COMMUNICATIONS 
IS IT LEGAL?? 


There has been, and continues to be a Jot of controversy regarding 
the legality of the "public service" assistance that hams have been 
providing to local organizations, including the recent bike ride, the fall 
festival, etc. A lot of hams think that we should only be providing 
assistance in "real" emergencies and not for parades, bike rides, etc. 


But the use of amateur radio for public safety purposes 
at public events is not only legal, it is encouraged by the 
FCC. 


Refer to "FCC Rules and Regulations, Part 97, Amateur Radio Service” 
and also “The FCC Rule Book - A Guide to the FCC Regulations" 
published by the ARRL, 8th edition, 1989. Note that the ARRL book 
was editorially reviewed by John Johnson of the FCC staff and thus 
reflects the FCC position. 


The actual FCC part 97 rules do not deal with this detail directly. The 
only relevant parts are 97.1(a) and 97.113(a)(1). 


97.1 BASIS and PURPOSE 


The rules and regulations in this Part are designed to provide 
an amateur radio service having a fundamental purpose as expressed 
in the following principles: 


(a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of the amateur 
radio service to the public as a voluntary non-commercial 
communication service, particularly with respect to providing 
emergency communications. 


97.113 PROHIBITED TRANSMISSIONS 
(a) No amateur station shall transmit any communication the 


purpose of which is to facilitate the business or commercial affairs of 
any third party. No station shall transmit communications as an 


alternative to other authorized radio services, except as necessary to 
providing emergency communications. 


A STATION MAY, HOWEVER, TRANSMIT COMMUNICATIONS TO: 


(1) Facilitate the public's safe observation of, or safe 
participation in, a parade, race, marathon or similar public gathering. 
No amateur station shall transmit communications concerning 
moving, supplying and quartering observers and participants for any 
sponsoring organization unless the principal beneficiary of such 
communication is the public and any benefit to the sponsoring 
organization is incidental. 


The ARRL FCC RULE BOOK gives many more details and 
interpretation. It devotes an entire chapter to this subject. Itis 
Chapter 13 - Serving the Public. | recommend that all hams read this 
in its entirety. Key points are covered on pages 13-4 through 13-6 in 
the section titled "Public Events Communications". 

Following are some key excerpts: 


“The FCC encourages public service activities 
within Amateur Radio. A fundamental principle found in 
the very first FCC rule in Part 97" (97.1a) 


“examples of public service activities include bike races and tours, 
parades, air shows, festivals, games and other activities that use your 
services to benefit the public." "However, not all public-service 
activities are allowed. For example, using ham radio to coordinate 
ticket sales at a public function is forbidden since this is clearly a 
business function.” 


The foregoing should do two things - first to help every one 
understand what is being done for bikeathons, parades, soccer 
matches, etc., is legal within the realm of amateur and secondly 
remind those who think to offer our services what is and is not 
acceptable. Lets keep this in mind at all times. 


Thanks to BARC of the Boulder, CO, Amateur Radio Ciub for the 
thoughts behind this article. It is the same wherever you go. 
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| Fall Festival Parade - October 7 | 


TARS provided communications support for the West Side Nut Club 
Fall Festival Parade on Saturday, October 7. Participating were 


Charlie, NIGWS Nick, NIWYG 
Bob, KA9TML Joe,KB9GMC 
Dave, NSJWV 


Mike, N9RAH 
ANA MA,.....csccccsecceeeeceseeeseceesessese VYVBIQVR., 


Bob and Joe worked the staging area, providing roster updates to 
Charlie and Nick back at the reviewing stand. Mike and Dave stood by 
in the parade “wrap-up" area in case any information needed to be 
passed between that area and the announcers. Thank you to all who 
participated! 


Only one incident marred an otherwise highly successful parade. 

A little girl who participated in the parade was reported missing near 
the end of the event. Nut Club members were alerted and began 
searching for the girl. 


At the reviewing stand, we were asked to pass on information 
about the missing girl via the repeater while joining in the 
search. Eventually the girl was located with a Nut Club 
member and the word was passed to the anxious 

parents that their daughter was indeed safe. 


I'm personally proud of the fact that amateur radio operators were 
there and able to provide assistance. The use of hand held radios in 
conjunction with the repeater allowed us to pass valuable information 
quickly along the length of the parade route. 


Although I'm sure the situation would have had a happy ending even 
without our assistance, the fact that we were there and able to provide 
communications at the very least minimized the time required to 
locate the little girl. ; 


Once again, ham radio proves its worth! 


We have assisted the WSNC with the Fall Festival Parade for the past 
two years. They have expressed their gratitude to our group for 
providing a valuable service that directly contributes to the success 
of the parade. 


| would like to add that continued support of the 


WSNC in their efforts indirectly allows TARS to support the 
community as well. Let's work with them in any way we can! 


“Q” 


Wow another month has gone by and | am further behind. 
Have you ever wondered how life became so complicated.? For me, |! 
just got a new HP computer to replace my old IBM XT. | was never 
very good with it but | could find my way around in DOS. With a little 
help from XTPRO, | could do most everything. Now | have this fancy 
thing with more features than I'll ever use and it takes more time to 
figure out all of the bells and whistles. 


The same holds true for amateur radio stuff. Remember the good old 
days when you could pick up anyone's H-T and figure out how to 
change frequencies in about 30 seconds? Bet you can't do that with 
your own HT right now. | know I can't ever remember how to use the 
vfo on my Icom mobile rig. How about all the knobs on your HF rig. I'll 
bet you haven't turned a couple of them ever! 


| tried to pass some hurricane traffic on 20 ssb (thanks to the Q) and! 
couldn't remember how to set the rig up on ssb. Of course all of the 
new cars have computers controlling all sorts of stuff. We shade tree 
mechanics don't have a chance now days. 


| just spent a few hours in the QRP CW contest using my little 
two band QRP rig. | know how to use every control on the thing and 
even have a good understanding of how it works. (I can't say the 
same for my 2 meter mobile rig. | can't even see half of the 
components.) I really enjoyed using the simple rig. Didn't have to dig 
out the manual to understand how to operate it and the operation was 
pleasure without frustration. Don't misunderstand me, I'm not saying 
things were better in the good old days. | remember how many knobs 
you had to twist and how tong it took to change bands on my old 
Viking ll. For the real old guys, remember how difficult it was to install 
a crystal controlled 29.6 MHz rig in you car? 


It seems all of the newer rigs keep adding more stuff of questionable 
value and the price escalates. We end up getting more than we'll ever 
use. A100 watt rig is a 100 watt rig! Most rigs sound good, so the 
only real improvements are in the receiver and in possibly in 
reliability. 


The real pleasure in this hobby is communication. It really 
doesn't matter how much money you spend, how far you can talk, if 
you buy it or build it, do it on 80 CW or data through a 
satellite....... JUST DOIT! 


Stay active and use your spare time wisely. It 
can become addictive and we must remember 
to balance our hobbies with our other 


Have a great Thanksgiving and start on your Christmas list 
(for others). In the mean time remember the Shaker hymn, it's a Gift to 
be Simple, It's a Gift to be Free. that applies to many things. 
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TARS ROSTER BY CALLSIGN SUFIX 11/4/95 


A 
KBSABQ 
AASAN 
KASANP 
KD4ASX 
KASAZS 

B 
W9BC 
KBOBPJ 
WASBYZ 

Cc 
WASC 
AASCG 
WwscM 
WSCVN 

D 
N9DEO 
KFSDL 
NSDOR 
KASDZW 

E 
KASECY 
WDSEDH 
KB9EFH 
WBSEFH 
NSEGI 
KBSEIN 
KASEIV 
WSENZ 

F 
W9FHA 
WDSFHA 
NSFMO 
WSFMW 
WB9OFNN 

G 
NSGFW 
wa9GJ 
KBSGMC 
KBSGMH 
KBOGNI 
KBSGNL 
KBOGNM 
NSGWS 

H 
KSHCE 
NSHGF 
KBSHGZ 
KASHIR 
WNSHRB 
WD9HUN 
KSHVI 

I 
KASIJW 
KASIRC 
WASIVE 
KASIWP 
NS9IZD 


Ted 
Dan 
Olga 
Ron 
Darlene 


Bev 
Matthew 
Paul 


David 
Norm 
Cliff 
Jim 


Harold 
Dean 

Vance 
JoAnn 


Gary 
Jimmy 
Warren 
John 
Tom O. 
Richard 
Blanche 
Larry 


John 
Willie 
George 
Jack 
Hal 


Michael 
Morton 
Joe 
Jeff 
Daniel 
Greg 
Aaron 
Charles 


Geoffrey 
Steve 
Joseph 
Richard 
Earl 
Geneva 
Ed 


Jim 

Bill 
John 
Roy 
Jeremy 


Bair 
Jordan 
Dawson 
Klutey 
Pfettscher 


Howard 
Dean 
Rice 


Vogel 
King 
McGuyer 
Barrow 


Muensterman 
Wathen 
Foster 

Dick 


Schriefer 
Moore 
Rader M.D. 
Marley 
Donovan 
Schaefer Jr. 
Elpers 
Forster 


Small 
Wilson 
Utley 
Mathias 
Wilson 


O'Grady 
Silverman 
Salee 
Lyons 
Weil 
McLain 
McLain 
Apfelstaat 


Pruden 
Harmon 
Greenwell 
Lynch Jr. 
Pfettscher 
Marsh 
Folz 


Dawson 
Carver 
Lenn 
Cloukey 
Matthews 


Slot# 


35 
151 


46 


89 
25 
60 


146 
142 

51 
102 


118 
123 


me 
92 
152 
26 
43 
112 
30 


71 
98 
73 
115 
79 


140 
70 
149 
99 
75 
56 
56 
10 


58 


88 
29 
46 
935 
114 


109 
17 
90 
21 
49 


J 
N9JCA 
WDSJKL 
KQJQN 
KBSJQY 
KBSJQZ 
KB9JRB 
K9JSK 
WB9JVP 
NSJWV 

K 
N9KAF 
WSKIE 
WASKJI 
AASKQ 
KASKRD 
KASKRE 
K4KSI 
WB3KSY 
KE4KTV 
KBSKVX 

L 
WSLBS 
N9LDH 
N9LDJ 
NSLJE 
K5LPS 
KASLOM 
KALRX 
KBSLRX 

M 
AASMM 
WSMR 
N9MXZ 

N 
WBSNAU 
N5NBV 
N@NCG 
W9NJE 
KASNOO 
NONPN 

fo) 
WASOCO 
KESOG 
WAOOTU 
KASOWT 
K9OXX 
KE4OXxzZ 

P 
N9PDK 
N9PDL 
WB9PLR 


Chris 
Darwin 
James 
Mike 
Charles 
Diane 
Paul 
Leonard 
David 


Don 
Harold 
David 
Keith 
Delores 
James 
Doc 
Wilmer 
Sam 
Larry 


LaRue 
Jerry 
Roger 
Robert 
Bill 
Mike 
Bill 
Vic 


Terry 
Ken. 
Rollie 


Russel 
Tony 
Richard 
James 
Tom W. 
Marc 


George 
Herschel 
Tom J. 
Ralph 
Larry 
Barry 


Ray 
Mark 
Bill 


Slot# 
Matthews 50 
Werz 93 
Russelburg 
Zeller 
Golday 150 
Lynch 29 
Wurtz 80 
Delgman 110 
Angermeier 100 
Barr 101 
Stovall 2. 
Castile 104 
Phillips 57 
Shoptaugh 69 
Shoptaugh 63 
Kissinger M.D. 
Bennett 
Hartmann 
Rudolph 153 
Cleveland 107 
Lamastus 139 
Hyatt 32 
Askren ips] 
Cook 2 
Anderson 77 
Hiiyerd 
Schriefer 
Brooks 19 
Martin 41 
Matthews 42 
Commens 23 
Krause 36 
Schaefer Sr 43 
Marsh 95 
Dickerson 97 
Schiele 47 
Vanada 63 
Barton 14 
Dickerson 143 
Turpen 27 
Chrisman 105 
Tate 
Rhoades 141 
Decamps 94 
Shinn 62 


TARS ROSTER BY CALLSIGN SUFIX 11/4/95 


Q Slot# X Slot# 
WASQDZ Tom Dick 28 NSXAV Alan Brack 53 
NSQJV Don Hunter 137 NSXAW Bob Pointer 132 
NSQVB Harold Crooks 108 N4XCS John Davis 
N9QVQ_ Leonard Schmitt 120 N4XCT Carroll Davis 
WBSQVR_ Brian Esche 113 N4Xl John Bennett 103 

R KFSXJ James Lewis 
NSRAE Mike Brenner 18 NOXXH Terry. Hammers 16 
NSRAH Michael Palmer 76 N9XXK — John McCormick 24 
WSRBV Lowell Goodson N9OXXZ Wayne Wilzbacher 85 
WSRDJ Henry Galbraith 34 NSXYA Janet Wilzbacher 85 
AB4RJ Ernie Morgan N9OXYC Phillip Lowery 
NSRLD Marc Millhone 87 NOXYE Ed Biederwolf 133 
KFSRR Ron Goebel 33 me 
N9ORTB Jason Marsh 54 NSYAH Ken Molinet 22 

Ss N9YAI Randy Jobe 15 
KOSTX Ralph Waldo 74 KESYK Chris Lantaff 11 
KE4SVJ Janice Knight 200 NSYPM Bill Stoffer 

T N9YSH Douglas Schmeing 135 
NSTCV AlanB. Cox 83 Z 
NSTIQ Don Bender 82 N9OZEG Pauline Marsh 54 
KOTJM Vaughn Wilson 78 N9ZEI Lioyd Davis 125 
KASTML Bob Henn 48 NSZEL Phillip Benthall 147 
N9OTTR Buddy Daniels 136 N9ZEM Pat Nix 201 
KBSTY Paul Rust 68 N9ZHD David Pribble 138 

U WASQZLQ Bob Head 40 
WSUMS Al Schoettlin 45 KAOZMF Gail Stamps 144 
WA2USA Dennis Martin 148 

Vv Voice Mailbox Access Codes - 147.15 
N9VET Marilyn Cook Access Mailbox 
NSVGN Robert Futrell 38 Retrive from Box 
KASVLV Lisa Clements 106 Send Message 
WB9VSQ_ Elvin Reed 59 Delete Messages 
NOVYJ Tom Donovan 411 Exit Mailbox # 

NOVYS Kirk Donovan 111 e Information 411 

WwW * = Mailbox access not required 
WROW Gordon Conley 96 
NSWAS Rob Holland 61 Autopatch Codes - 146.79 
WSWBZ George McGrath 154 Autopatch 1* plus phone No. 
N2WW Fred Ritter 119 Autodial 4* plus slot No 
NOWXZ ~~ Harold Beume! Jr 124 e Weather Information 910 
NOWYC Larry Bosecker 131 e« Emergency Central Dispatch 911 
NOWYF Billy Harlan 84 e State Police. Evansville Post 912 
NSWYG Nick Harlan 31 *« Posey County Sheriff 913 
NSWYH Joseph Hollinden e¢ Warrick County Sheriff 914 
NOWY|I Jeffrey Johnson 126 e SIGECO 915 
NOWYK Jim Marsh 54 °* EMA 916 
NOWYL Doug Mikolasek 39 « Red Cross 917 
NOSWYO Glenn Ogle 37 ¢ Telephone Repair Service 918 
NSWYP = John Smith 145 ¢ Weather Emergency 919 
KE4WYR Eugene Cleary Extend Patch Timer aa) 


Hangup 
S-Meter Test 
Key Pad Test 


= Autopatch access not required 
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SUNDAY MONDAY Meena THURSDAY FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


Happy Birthday 
Joe Salee 


Happy Birthday 
Greg McLain 


Happy Birthday 
Henry Galbraith 


Happy Birthday 
Fred Ritter 

David Castle 
Willie Wilson 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 


PO Box 4521 NONPROFIT ORG. 
Evansville, IN 47724 U.S. POSTAGE 
r PAID 


EVANSVILLE, IN 
PERMIT NO. 3048 


“SPAR 


NEWSLETTER 


WILLIAM & MARILYN COOK 
6400 PFAFFLIN LAKE BLVD. 
NEWBURGH IN 47630-1826 


sll w90G 


TRI-STATE 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE 


go: on 


THE TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 


a Ving, ~ 


DECEMBER, 1995 


“Wp an” 


CLUB NOTES 


DE KSLPS 


As usual, first things first, thanks to Ed N9XYE and Terry AASMM 
(patrol car driver) for an excellent November program. After the 
demonstration of the police information and communication system 
we were all impressed with how much information can be made 
available for the police to use in their work. It is really an outstanding 
system and Evansville is lucky to have people like Ed and Terry to 
make it work. 


December Christmas Meeting: 


Well I'm looking forward to the December meeting as it is always a fun 
event. Just in case you have missed some of the details. 


The Meeting is on WEDNESDAY DEC. 13 AT 
6PM at the SIRLOIN STOCKADE. 

Please note the day of the week is 
Wednesday, not Thursday as it has been for 
the last few years. There will be no meeting 
on Thursday the 14th. 


Please get your $5 per person to the Treasurer via PO Box 4521, 
Evansville IN 47724 by December 6th. The special rate is limited to 
TARS Members and a guest, however additional guests can be 
accommodated by going through the regular serving line. We will 
have a separate room for the meeting unless our numbers grow 
beyond what it can hold. In that case they will dedicate a section of 
the restaurant to our group. The Sirloin Stockade is just one half 
block west of Green River on Bellemeade Ave. 


New Members: 


Please join me in welcoming the following new members: 


Jerry Mcintosh KDSAT, Jerry has been inactive for a while but is 
planning to be active on a number of modes. 


John Brown KD9YP likewise has been inactive but is returning to 
active status. 


NEW HAMS 

Robert Dearmond KBSLRW, 

Vic Schriefer KBSLRX, 

Tim Barrett KB9LXV, 

Ben Harlan KB9LXX, 

Jeff Sholar KB9LXY, and 

Walter Molinet KBSMCK 

have recently passed exams and have their brand new calls. 


RETURNING MEMBERS 
Dan N9APA, 

Daniel KASZHY, 

Rick WB9SAN plus 
Steve KASOKH and 
Ruth N9ZCA. 


This brings our membership to 179 or about 35 more than last year at 
this time. | do not know how long we will continue to grow at almost 
25% per year and Terry reminds me that our controller has only 200 
Autodial slots. If we exceed that number we can certainly "fix" it, that 
would be a nice problem to have. 


Classes End - Until January: 

Thanks to Keith AASKQ and Terry AAQMM for spending all Saturday 
morning for the last couple of months conducting class. From the 
new calls above, you can see the results. Thanks also to Bill K4LRX, 


Alan N9XAV, and Harold N9DEO who along with Terry and Keith 
provided VE exams. 


Elections: 

The November meeting saw the slate of officers and board members 
elected by a unanimous vote. To steal a line from Glen NSWYO, we 
were elected so fast we didn't even have time to solicit any campaign 
contributions. 


Welcome to the new Board members; 


Joe Salee KB9GMC, John McCormick N9XXK, Bill Hilyerd K4LRX, and 
Gordon Conley WROW. 


A very special thanks to; 

Charlie Apfelstadt N9IGWS, Bob Henn KASTML, and Jim Barrow 
W9CVN who are leaving. They have worked very hard to make this a 
better and better Club and we all say thanks! 


Inventory Complete: 

Bob KASTML did a great job of locating our TARS property and 
handed over a well organized list. Thanks Bob for doing this for the 
Club. 


DUES ARE DLIE? 


Be sure to get your 1996 Dues in to the Treasurer. 


1995 A Great Year! 


Well | planed to recap all the 1995 projects that were successfully 
completed and thank everyone who made it happen, but | now realize that 
would take up far too much space. | will have to settle for a list of the 1995 
highlights. 


+147.15 Repeater Put in First Class condition. 

Community Activities Supported 

+Classes and VE Exams - very successful, the numbers prove it 
+ Meeting Programs - Interesting, varied and fun 

+Hamfest - Lots of work, but it was successful 


+Field Day - Placed 4th in the 3A Battery Classification, 

+Growth in membership - we are now able to support a broad 
spectrum of Amateur activities. 
+Expanded Sparks with Bulk mailing and complimentary copies used | 
to encourage membership 


To thank all those who made a contribution would be a very long list, but at 
the risk of leaving someone out | have to mention four people who really 
carried a lot of the load and who helped me so much. 


Terry Brooks - He is untiring and so generous in his support of TARS. He 
was a constant source of support and encouragement to me. 


Charlie Apfelstadt - Charlie coordinated almost all of or community 
support activities. It takes a lot of effort to make this happen. 


Brian Esche - Brian's leadership of the Hamfest was first class. 
Keith Phillips - Classes and Sparks, a real investment in time and effort. 


There are others who made sizable contributions and | hope | have thanked 
them all in relation to the specific activities. 


1995 was a good year for TARS, 
now let's make 1996 even better. 


» Bill 


“De AASMM 


Can you believe that the New Year will arrive in just a few short days? It just 
doesn't seem right to be worrying about the New Year when this one 
shouldn't be over with. 

Our Club has had an increase in membership this past year which makes 
me feel good. 

Let's see now.... where to begin with thanking our members. | guess one 
place that | should start is with the Pres., 


Bill KSLPS. 


This year he has endured many personal losses but has continued to 
support TARS without seeming to even slow down. Then there's 


Charlie, NIGWS 


who never seems to run down or be without words. Then there's 


Bob, KASTLM 


who could always be counted on to work his tail off as well as throw his two 
cents wortin. Let's see now, 


Jim W9CVN 


was always there as needed with his support. Then there's 


Brian, WB9QVR 


who is the guru of Hamfest chair persons. Now comes a really important 
person 


Greg, KB9GNL 


who is the person with the checkbook when you need some cash back for a 
club expense. Then there's 


Keith, AASKQ, 

well what is there good to say about Keith ? Well if | think real hard, yes | 
know it hurts, | can come up with several real good things to say about him. 
He has instructed many classes in amateur radio theory, been the liaison 
for ARRL VE testing, supported just about any issue TARS has 

come up with. Okay, enough said about Keith. We don't want his head 
any bigger that it already is ! 

Then there's 


Hal, WB9OFNN 


---gosh if | go on | will have to list almost all the 179 members TARS has 
to offer. Hah, found a way out of now leaving anyone out didn't | ? 


As far as the New Year | feel we will have even better support from our 
members. 
Discussion is already underway on new ways for TARS to serve the 


membership and the community. One of the best things that | have found is 
the many community projects our members are involved in. 

Space being limited here | can't list them all, but believe me there are 
many. 


More are in the planning for 1996 and future years, but we need your help. 
Yep folks we need your assistance on this one for sure. | was listening to 
the 147.15 repeater just last weekend when a couple of hams were talking 
about weather nets and how they were handled. Each had a different view 
of their belief in the way we work weather nets. The big difference between 
these two fine people is one comes to the meetings and expresses his 
thoughts. The other, well he is just there in the background. | urge the 
membership to attend meetings and let others know your feelings. We all 
want TARS to support the community in the best way possible. The best 
what that | can think of to help with that it be become involved in our 
projects. We really do need and want the input from the members. 
Please find the time to help us out! 


Okay folks it time to put on the feedbag. Yep it's time for the annual TARS 
Christmas party. 


be" 


| Know Bill will cover this but | have to mention it also. Please remember 


the meeting date has been moved to 


December 13th at 6:00pm. we will meet at the Sirloin 
Stockade located at 4610 Bellemeade Ave. The building is located on the 
North side of Bellemeade just West of Greenriver road. 


You will need to pay $5.00 per person with TARS picking up the rest of 
the tab. Please get this to Greg at the TARS post office box number 4521, 
Evansville IN 47724. This rate is limited to the TARS member and one 
guest. Other guests will have to go through the regular serving line. This 
has always been one great time to attend the meeting. No regular business 
meeting will talk place, just good fellowship and great food. 


Enough said for this month except to once again thank all the fine members 
of TARS for their support and assistance during 1995. We are growing and 
getting better but this couldn't have taken place with out you. Again, thanks 
to all ! 


Have a very Merry Christmas and a bigger and better New Year. 


Cerry 


DE N9GWS 


(minutes) 


Minutes club meeting 
NOV 9, 1995 


Bill KSLPS 

Opened AT 7:30 PM at the Red Cross 

after greetings and intro bill announced that an inventory of all club property 
had been completed by Bob KA9STML. 

We were then given a brief recap of the JOTA weekend. 


Bill and Terry AASMM gave us a "style show" of the new shirts and jackets. 
The embroidery is much better looking, than the old silk screening. 


After an explanation from Bill on the Christmas party , we went into our 
annual election of officers 


"elected by acclamation" 
te serve in 1996 were: 


President BILL KSLPS 

Vice Pres TERRY BROOKS AASMM 
Secretary KEITH AASKQ 

Treasurer GREG McLAIN KB9GNL 


DIRECTORS; 

JOHN MCCORMICK N9XXK 
JOESALEE KB9GMC 
BILL HILYERD K4LRX 
GORDON CONLEY WR9W 


DIRECTORS (FINISHING OUT THEIR TERM) 

BRIAN ESCHE WBSQVR 

JIMMOORE WDSEDH 

after a short break for refreshments Terry AASMM Ed N9XYE, and Harold 


NSQVB gave us a great program “demo-ing" the Mobile Data Terminal 
System" now in all our police and sheriff vehicles. 


Charlie 
T.©.1L.DO 


Thanks to the following members who helped me, furnish communications 
for the center city corp annual Christmas parade: 

WBSQVR BRIAN 

N9YAN KEN 

NSYAI RANDY 


| received a very nice "Thank You" note from them. THANKS GUYS 


Treasurer's Report 


Opening Bal. 4338.12 

Membership Dues 252.50 
Christmas Dinner Reservatations 180.00 
Donation (Optimist Club) 50.00 
Interest 6.89 
Closing Bal. 4827.51 


‘ DE WB9FNN 


By the time you read this Thanksgiving will have come and gone 
and we will be back in Evansville following Thanksgiving with 
our daughter in Dallas. But preparation for this trip and 

finding a "historic" document started a bit of reminiscing. 


First | remembered that this month marks 25 years as a ham, 
having started in November, 1970, as WN9FNN. Actual TARS 
membership began sometime in the spring of 1969 but it took a 
while to get up the courage to attempt 5 words a minute code. 
WASSFP snuck it past me one night at a code practice session and 
started the ball rolling. Sure doesn't seem like it's that 

long but it sure has been fun. | hope that all of you can 

manage to maintain your interest and stay active in TARS and ham 
radio for 25 years or more also. I'm looking for a lot more. 


Then Carol (KB9HDZ) came across an antique document with the 
first statement | ever received from Social Security 

Administration spelling out the earnings | had accumulated for 
credit. My first full year of work following return from 

service and some college time was 1948 when | made the 
tremendous sum of $2,455.51 for the whole year. And in the 
spring of that year | bought my first car with a portion of that 
fabulous salary. Amazing, isn't it? 


And our trip to Texas had to be planned around our need to be 
back in Evansville in time to attend a meeting with the National 
weather Service at Paducah to discuss how we can handle 
reporting of weather conditions in the Tri-state to the weather 
service office in Paducah when bad weather shows up here. | 
like to feel | had a little part in getting ham radio weather 

nets started in the Tri-state, having seen my first weather net 

in action in the Dallas - Ft Worth area while visiting there in 

the summer of '73, not too long after having purchased my first 
HR2B transceiver. There weren't a lot of hams on 2 meter FM 
back then and it took a while to build the following we have in 
the Tri-state now. While the results of this meeting will be 
discussed on the air and elsewhere before my next column, that 
will be the prime focus. 


Just because they move the radar unit to western Kentucky 
doesn't mean we give up our weather nets. It just means we have 
to be more creative in our efforts at gathering and reporting 

what is happening. If you have any thoughts as to how we can 
handle these problems, let me know, or talk to the TARS 

officers. This has always been a prime effort of TARS members 
and it needs to stay on the top of the list for all of us to 

benefit. 


Well, that rather quickly got us back to the '90s and our day to 
day problems, one of which is keeping interesting information in 
Sparks. If you have any little tidbits of reminiscing you'd 

like to share with TARS, write it up and send it to Keith, 

AASKQ. Or send or tell it to me. If | get enough | will put 
together some kind of "historic" column to help entertain the 
readers of SPARKS. 


Hope you all had a happy Thanksgiving. We are looking forward 
to seeing a lot of you at the Christmas party. 


dtal 


WBSFNN 


REMEMBER THE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
IS ON WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 13TH 


AT THE SIRLOIN STOCKADE 


QRP NEWS 


Itis Christmas time and everyone wants to know if there really is a Santa 
Claus. | have good news.....when it comes to antennas there really is a 
Santa Claus but, there are very few miracles. | have noted that there are 
many dollars spent for antennas and you don't always get your money's 
worth. They (the manufactures) make some claims that sound pretty 
spectacular but the results are not what you had hoped for. Everyone 
wants an antenna that does not take up much space, has very low SWR, 
and works on all bands. At one extreme, we have a dummy load it does 
just that. On the other end, we have an expensive compromise. The 
bandwidth is limited or the gain is less than a dipole. Those are some of the 
sacrifices we make in order to obtain some of our antenna goals. | have 
always believed that BIGGER is better, especially with antennas! | don't 
claim to be an antenna expert, but | base my observations on 40 years of 
experience. 


Take the cute little "stubby" antennas that appear on HTs. Why would one 
want to handicap their low power HT with an antenna that has the effect of 
reducing your power? Maybe convenience, or you have some extra dollars 
to spend. | recently helped a friend erect a small, commercial , all band 
vertical. We found the bandwidth to be very narrow on the lower 
frequencies and could not cover the entire CW band let alone SSB. In his 
case, the object was to get a small antenna that would cover all bands. It 
did that but, there are no miracles here. Mobile antennas are a 
compromise but we don't have a lot of choice but to trade size for 
effectiveness. That does not apply to the VHF/UHF mobile antennas. The 
5/8 wave antenna gives you gain and is still not obtrusive. 


| have bought only a few antennas over the years. A Ringo for 2 meters , 

a Telrex full size 20 meter 3 element beam and several mobile antennas 
for VHF and HF. | have never had an antenna that compared with that 
beam. Itwas BIG. A23 footboom and 3 elements that were about 33 
feet long. | worried about it every wind storm and after several years my 
trees grew up and | did not have room to rotate it. Since that time all my HF 
antennas were a compromise. Low gain, if any, but they are cheap. | have 
been using two of the guys on my 50 foot tower as a inverted 80 meter zepp 
for 15 years without ANY maintenance. It is fed with 450 ohm line and goes 
to an old Johnson Matchbox tuner. It gives me some gain on 40 and who 
knows what on the other bands. (| need one of the computer programs to 
run an analysis on it) 


| just opened my December QST and found several antenna articles. They 
represent the Santa Claus effect in antennas. They give you gain, are 


cheap, and easy to duplicate. Not only does a good antenna help you to 
have a stronger signal, it will improve your reception. If you are fortunate 
enough to live on an average city lot you can erecta cheap antenna that 
will hold its own against the commercial $200+ jobs. A tree always helps to 
elevate the wire. Trees will move, so you must allow for that or be willing to 
replace parts of it. Big Deal! | frequently use nylon line and 14 gauge 
house type wire. Feed line is usually coax (RG-58) or | have a couple of 
antennas for camping that use 450 ohm line. My favorites are the 40 meter 
loop and the extended double seep for 20. Either antenna has about 3db 
gain over the dipole and has the effect of approximately doubling my power. 


So you see, there really is a Santa Claus. If you are a good ham and take 
the time to build you own antenna, you can save money and have a 
respectable signal. Invest your money wisely , don't blow it on an antenna 
that will attenuate you signal. Merry Christmas to all and may you have a 
great 1996! 


72 


' Subject:DX news 
Date: Thu, 30 Nov 1995 18:28:10 EST 


QST de W1AW 

DX Bulletin 60 ARLDO60 

>From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT November 30, 1995 
To all radio amateurs 


SB DX ARL ARLDO60 
ARLDO60 DX news 


This week's bulletin was made possible with info provided by Walt, 
G3NYY, Piero, IK1TZO, Jean Michel, F6AJA, Barrie, W3ENL/8, Joe, 
NJ1Q, Theo, C91BT/PA3CBH, Uwe, DL9GOA, Chris, G4BUE, the Yankee 
Clipper Contest Club PacketCluster network and Contest Corral from 
QST. Thanks to all. 


VIETNAM, 3W. 3W5FM was worked by AA6TT in Colorado on 1831 
kHz around the Vietnamese sunrise. 


NORTHERN MARIANAS. Allen, KN6AH, will return to Saipan and 
Tinian Islands in mid-March and operate for 4 or 5 days. Plans are to run 
100 watts on 40 to 10 meter CW and SSB. Allen has been the operator 
behind the calls VK1AAH and V63SA. 


SEYCHELLES, $79. Gerard, F2JD, will continue operating S79JD until 
around December 8 or so. His return trip to Kenya has been 
canceled, though Malagasy, 5R, is still on for early January. 


MOZAMBIQUE, C91. Theo, PA3CBH, ex-YN1TV, is now working in 
Mozambique and licensed as C91BT. 


EASTER ISLAND, CEO. As part of their return trip from Paraguay, 
JATAYE and JA7XQV plan to stop on Easter Island and sign XQ0/ their 
home calls, probably from late December to January 3. Operations 
will be mainly CW. QSL via JA7AYE. 


SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS, VP8. CE9AP is on the air from the 
Chilean Antarctic installation at Arturo Base on Greenwich Island. QSL via 
CE2LOL. 


GIBRALTAR, ZB2. Jorma, OH2KI, has been on 10 meters operating as 
ZB2X. 


GREENLAND. OX3XR tries to get on 1825 kHz between 2200 and 
2300z every Wednesday. QSL via OZ3PZ. OX3LK is also active on 160m. 


KERGUELEN ISLAND, FT8. Jean Jacques, FT5XK, is on the air 
most days on 14136 kHz around 1600z. 


JORDAN, JY. Bob, WB9YXY, who was active as JY8XY in October, left 
his RTTY equipment for JY4MB, who is now working that mode. 


ASIATIC RUSSIA, UAO. Oleg, RO/UR&LV, has been very busy on the 
low bands from Zone 18 recently. Try 160 meters around 0345z. 


SWAZILAND, 3DA0. Jon, 3DAOCA, has been working American 
stations n 160 meters between 2300 and 2400z using a broadcast antenna. 
After being on 40 and 80 meters, he returned to 160 at 0250 and woiled 

Sweden and stateside stations, including two in Colorado before the 

band died at 0304z, six minutes after his local sunrise. QSL via 
W4DR. 


ZAMBIA, 9J. Ely, IN3VZE, should be active as 9J2CE until December 
5. QSL via his home call. 


JAMAICA, 6Y5. Alan, G3XAQ, will be QRV on QRP CW as G3XAQIGYS 
through December 12. QSL via G3XAQ. 


BAHAMAS, C6A. Listen for Meg, N2NQI, Dave, WG3l, Walt, G3NYY, 
and Tim, G4VXE, signing their home calls /C6A from New Providence 
Island, OTA NA-001, December 2 to 10. Activity will be on all 

bands, mainly CW and RTTY. QSL via home calls, direct or via 

bureau. 


BERMUDA. Bill, KM1E, will sign C6AGN from Green Turtle Cay from 
mid-December through mid-February, and again from mid-March to 
mid-April. Operations will be on 160 to 6 meters. 


MOST WANTED COUNTRIES WORLD-WIDE. 
Results from The DX bulletin 1995 survey, 
though no surprise, shows 

North Korea, P5, holding the 

number 1 spot. In descending order, the rest of the top ten are 
Bhutan, AS, 

Andaman Isl, VU4, 

Heard Is!, VKO, 

Yemen, 70, 

Liba, 5A, 

Macquarie, VKO, 

Tromelin, FR/T, 

Laccadive, VU7, 

and 

Mount Athos, SV/A. 


NNNN 


EDITORS NOTE: the reason for the hold-up 
in license processin 


Subject: FCC License Processing on HOLD! Date: Fri, 17 Nov 95 
09:06:00 EST From: “Jahnke, Bart, KB9NM" <bjahnke@arrl.org> 


Yes, the Government furloughs are indeed affecting the FCC. The FCC is 
a non-essential Government agency. 


On Tuesday, FCC instructed all VECs not to transmit any Form 610 
application data to them until further notice. It appears that the last actual 
data that they may have processed was for grants on 11/13. 
Furthermore, it appears that the data we sent to them Monday 11/13 did 
not get processed for license grants. 


So, we as well as other VECs are still doing our thing--but we are holding 
the data files for transmission until we get the okay to transmit from FCC 
(rather than sending them as we would normally do). 


Once the FCC returns to work, new license applicants should be able to 
begin contacting us for their new license information beginning the 2nd 
business day that FCC is back to work (on the 1st business day we of 
course will be sending our files, so no license grant info would generally be 
available until the day after that). 


Persons looking for new license grant information should call the 
ARRL/VEC at 860-594-0300 (8-5 eastern, weekdays). 

Please have your applicants wait ten days from the test date before calling, 
or at least 3-5 days after you estimate we would have received your test 
session results package. 


73, Bart J. Jahnke, KB9NM, Manager 


ARRL/VEC 
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1995 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 


9HGE 


13 Christmas 
meeting 


14 15 


Happy Birthday 

Wilmer Bennett 
Bill Shinn WB3KSY 
VBIPLR 


21 22 


shortest Day of the yeur 


28 29 


Sat 


12 


lappy Birthday 
1.D. Kissenger 
.4KSI 


16 


lappy Birthday 
Dan Mitchell 
YSAPA 


23 


B30 


lappy Birthday 
Tom Dickerson 
VAOOTU 
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